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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Frank Warren AB5WJ
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WEBSITE: http://mww.nm5hd.com

Hello to everyone. | hope your summer is
going well for you so far. We had a great
field day and have had some feedback
comments that we will act upon for next
year’s field day. Marty is preparing and
getting ready to send into ARRL the field
day report. The new location seemed to
work well for us also. | thank all of you that
assisted in the take down of the site as well
as those of you that attended and operated.
Another note is that the scheduled Digital
Class for this month on the 18 has been
postponed until sometime in the fall after we
start meetings again in September. | have
had several amateurs who wanted to attend
that have requested it be held after vacations
are over as they will be out of town.

Our next event will be on the 28 of July
with the astronomical society group and
more information will be forthcoming after
the 4" of July.

If you have to travel this summer and over
the holiday, be safe and have an enjoyable
4™ of July holiday.

73 to all

Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ
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SECRETARY/TREASUR REPORT

Club reports will resume with the start up of cegular meetings in September.
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FIELD DAY 2009

Submitted by Marty Soffran KGOMT

Another Successful HDARC Field Day !!

The committee chose the Mission Statement for thigear’s event to be: “This Field Day shall be a
learning and social event to encourage new hams éperate, at a location that will promote exposure
to the public.” The parking lot owned by Wal-Mart on NM528 proved to be a great site for setting
dipole antennas between trees and providing visiliiy to the public. We had many visitors interactirg



with club members and leaving with our club brochue and literature provided by ARRL. The
Bernalillo County and Sandoval County Emergency Coalinators were among the visitors. The two
of us who stayed at the site all night had a persomho was interested in becoming a ham stop in at
6:30 a.m. Sunday morning — there was no bad time f@ visitor to stop by.

There was an excellent turnout of members and fanyilfor both setup and tear down of the field day
site. There was also a good learning experience fmembers involved in setting up the club tent and
the next time it is set up it should go smoothlyThe CW and Voice HF stations made a combined
contact total of 275 contacts with the single CW ayator making 190 of the contacts. We made
confirmed contacts with 61 ARRL sections (out of 8possible), 41 States and 4 of the nine Canadian
Provinces. lllinois and Arizona had the highest nmber of contacts at 14 each. By call district the
sections reached were as follows:

(District) D1 — 4 of 7(possible) [0 (phone)]; D2 4 of 6 [0]; D3 — 3 of 4 [1]; D4 — 8 of 12 [2]
D5 -7 of 8 [5]; D6 — 8 of 10 [7]; D7 — 9 of 10]f8 — 2 of 3 [0]; D9 — 8 of 8 [1]
D10 — 8 of 8 [5]; and Canada — 4 of 9 [1].

The voice station was operated by 8 different membgincluding two new hams, (technician licenses)
earned within the past four months. These two mendyrs each spent more than five hours logging for
others and made a combined total of 65 contacts.

One member tried both Saturday and Sunday to makeidital contacts on 20 meters using a 4watt
station. Both attempts had problems with interfer@ce from one of the two other stations. A 6 meter
station was operated, but there was no activity othe band during the times on Saturday and Sunday
that contacts were attempted. A digital 2 meter sition was also operated by one of the members on
Saturday afternoon, but there was no activity durirg that time frame.

Members and visitors were able to see and use a migbstation situated in a briefcase (powered by 2 —
12amp hr batteries in series) and a wooden box caihing a mobile radio and power supply (the radio
was powered by a 46amp hr battery). For additionapower a 2kw generator was used for powering
the computers, recharging the batteries if needednal powering the 20 meter digital (psk31) station.

Mother Nature shined on our site until about 10 anSunday morning, when all involved were ready to
call it quits. Though it was drizzling occasionalf during the 45 minutes needed to dismantle and p&c
up the equipment, it began raining seriously aboull am. Those of us left in the parking lot decide
was time to call it quits. Members involved with Feld Day felt the club had a very successful event

Gerorge Key W5YZ at the—ah Marty Soffran KGOMT witl Larry Elkin at the station in
KEY !l- his brief case station. a box, having a fun time.




We also had plenty of info for the

public that stopped by. Our club banner let the public know
where we were and it worked!
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A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Hi Everyone,

| want to congratulate Marty Soffran KGOMT for pog together a great club
Field Day this year. Marty organized a FD weekdrat tame off as probably the
best FD activity in the history of the club, atdea the 3 years that | have been
attending the event. One of the goals was to hatmew club members to get
over the fear of operating a HF station for thstfirme. Also, to see how a
station goes together. All of the goals that Mautyl the club set out to do, |
think, were met in fine fashion. Our new hams ofetand logged and had a
good time. As a club, we worked 41 States and 4a@ian Provinces for a total
of 61 ARRL sections out of a possible total of B0t a bad showing for a
“social” Field Day club event.

| want to thank Marty for all his work. | thinktas total success. Maybe Marty
will consider taking over the job again next yebs@re hope so!

Remember to mark on your calendar the date ofZ&ily That's the date of our
shared event with the Albuguerque Astronomical &ycicombining a Star Party



and a little ham radio. See Bill Firth’s articlethis issue. Should be a fun
evening!

Hope you all had a greaf'4f July holiday.

73

Jerry Aceto — K6LIE

Editor — HDARC Newsletter
jaceto@g.com

771-1323
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HDARC & THE ALBUQUERQUE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

On July 25, HDARC will be joining TAAS, The Albuqrepie Astronomical Society, for a
shared event at Oak Flats campground. The campdnsuocated off Hwy 337, on the road
from Tijeras to Mountainair. This will be a miniefd day for us plus the chance to look
through many different telescopeSome of the TAAS members are also HAM’s so tlaeee
already some friends in the group.

The field is adjacent to picnic tables, water, aegtrooms. | suggest that we arrive around 4
PM to give us time to set up our equipment and lsavee dinner. There almost certainly
will be fire restrictions in effect but gas campisipves would probably be fine. Itis
recommended that everyone bring hats, jacketsasuation, bug repellant, and anything
else you can think of to allow you to be comforéainl the mountains at night. Depending on
conditions and how long you want to stay, it miglsio be good to bring some snacks for
later in the evening.

Please see the map and feel free to contact meamwtlyuestions.

Bill Firth
KE5TOB
899-0950
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ALBUQUERQUE ASTRONOMICAL
SOCIETY — THE SIDEREAL TIMES

At home in two worlds: Bill Firth with both his
HAM radio and binoculars.

Photo:

Beverly

Firth

Bill Firth, Membership Chairman

The Oak Flat Star Party on July 25 will be a vgygaal event. In addition to the activities we Ulubave,

the High Desert Amateur Radio Club will be joining. Many of the HDARC members have expressed an
interest in this shared event and the chance to ts@ugh some telescopes. Some of our TAAS members
are also Amateur Radio Operators, HAMs, so thi mserging of similar interests and a chance tohsee

we can communicate with the rest of the world. VMmows? Maybe both clubs will attract some new
members.






Telescope Etiquette

We all want to have fun at your star party. Ple#tsey these simple rules that keep
things fun for everybody:

1) No Running or Playing around the Telescopes.

It's dark, someone might get hurt, or damage thepeaent

2) Try not to kick-up dirt. The dust and sand ddedo

anyone any good, not to mention what it does around

telescope optics.

3) Ask before you touch a telescope. They move very

easy. These scopes are personal property of tfumaster,

and many were handmade by the astronomer. Leextoa

careful with them!

4) No food or drink around the telescopes. Accigdérppen. Let's not take any chances.

5) No white lights around the telescopes after daf& always cover our lights in red, to make
them “night vision friendly”.

6) Give yourself time at the eyepiece. Your eyedseefew seconds to get used to looking through
the scope. Your view of detail will improve aftesi 5 seconds.

7) If you don't see anything, don’t be afraid ty samething. Sometimes the scope gets
bumped, or the object may drift out of view. If yoan't see, speak up! We really want you to enjey t
show.

8) Ask Questions! Astronomers love to answer qoasti

9) Don’t stand in front of a telescope. You'd bemised how many people do.

10) Be sure to look through each scope. When will get a chance like this again?

Enjoy!

11) The astronomers with you at this event aredallinteers, giving their free time for

your enjoyment. Be sure to thank them!

Prepared by Sammy Lockwood 1/10/04
For The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
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VIVA CW !

Think CW is dead to new hams? Not with Clique. Trexiaddicts will soon
have a new plaything, but will need to learn CWise it. Toshiba teams up
with Intel to produce Clique. This is describedadsandheld, thumb-operated
communications device that uses only three keysdduce Morse code for
sending text messages. Three buttons are usedo©dets, another for
dashes and the third acts as a space-bar betviems.|©ne tap separates
letters while two go between words. The Cliqueasyet available in the
United States but more about it is on-line at

http://mhpbooks.com/mobylives/?p=6535717)
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HDARC WOMEN'’S LUNCHEON

HDARC women’s group:

We had a wonderful time visiting. There were 1219f The next luncheon is on Friday July
10". Men—please let your wives know about this lunchdalo have to put in reservations
so | need to know if you are coming. The luncheants at noon at the Pasta House on
Southern Avenue in Rio Rancho. The August luncheilirbe on a Saturday.

Please bring books you want to share. Projectsayeworking on. Pictures of vacations to
share, etc. and come to enjoy the group and coaivens

Please let me know if you are coming.
Kennie Warren

961-9212

10
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SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS

Club Meeting

3" Saturday of the month at noon. Location of meetings the Albuquerque
Police NW Command — 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across fre Cibola High
School).(NEXT MEETING WILL BE IN SEPTEMBER).

Breakfast Social
4th Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM.
At the Golden Corral on Alameda.

Coffee at Flying Star
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across théreet from The
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corales Rd.

Breakfast at Flying Star

Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd acoss the street
from The Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 58 and Corrales
Rd.

HDARC NET

Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 HzLB.
Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) Net Control Coordinator.

11
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DX News

Larry Elkin NY5L — Vice President

Propagation and DX'g July 2009

Well, summer has arrived and heated New Mexicalugt to shake up things too, | have
decided to combine DX and propagation articlesesthey are connected anyway.

Recently, until June 7 the sunspot numbers were showing a slight ineraasording to
the various reporting sites. Over the last few d#ys numbers were reported at zero. Over
last week, anyone tuning around 20 and/or 40 meteyald have observed the number of
amateur stations from central and western Europeedsing. Two plus weeks ago, | heard
many Russian and former Russian territories corthngugh with S-5 to S-9+ signals
starting at 2200 until after 0600 UTC. The samesdoe stations from Lithuania, Poland,
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Morocco, Italy, FeanGermany, the British Isles, and the
Scandinavian countries. Also, Australia and Newl&eé were regularly heard. | worked
many of these countries during this period. Overl#dst week, only a few Finish, Italian,
Western Russian and Australian stations were tuned

| have read reports of hams having success on 1€rsnduring sporadic E conditions as
well some on 15 meters (Many of the hams were dipgr& W using 100 watts or less,
some with beam antennas).

Conditions on 6 meters have also been picking uplyndue to sporadic E propagation.
Hams across the country have been reporting canftach east to west and north to south.
Locally, there has been success to the west conddeaser degree to the east coast.

Oh, by the way, for those of you who want to trynething different, if you observe 6
and/or 10 meter hams suddenly starting to appeanect your 6 meter antenna to your
analog TV (remember those dinosaurs?), and chedk gin-band channels 2 thru 6.
Canada and some countries south of the bordesiililbe operating NTSC/analog for at
least one or more years.

For those of you who attended our great Field ®agnt in June, you know there were
many contacts made using SSB and CW.

A HEARTY WELL DONETO MARTY FOR HIS LEADERSHIP IN ORGANIZING
THE EVENT AND TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO HELPED ASS¥BLE AND
WORK FIELD DAY.

12



Check other reports in this newsletter for morenmfation about our contacts. Both
veteran hams and some “Newbies” got a taste ofingrings for others and working HF.
They also were logging at the same time they opdrat's not so difficult). Field Day is
good experience for working DX pileups, especidllying international contests when
traffic is really heavy! Most importantly, it givg®u on-the-air experience for operating
under pressure.

Subscribe to the ARRL “DX’g” and “Propagation” wegkewsletters.
Until next month.
73’s

Larry NY5L
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INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THE TWO REPEATERS THAT ARE
AVAILABLE FOR CLUB USE (NOTE SOME ADDITIONAL INFO)

Fred Lete (KC5IPK) would like to let our members know that our club is
welcome to use his repeater. It is located at hisshme in Rio Rancho near
Intel and has very good coverage of the greater Allmuerque area. The
frequency is 442.750 Mhz with a PL of 162.2 hertZ.his repeater is also
solar poweredand Fred has incorporated battery backup to his sytem. If
you would like more info on his system, you may clahim at 892-0380 or
on his cell phone at 261-7464.

Also, the 224.480 Mhz repeater is now up and runnmat the same
location, also affording very good coverage of thgreater Albuquerque
area.My systemnow has IRLP (the Internet Radio Linking Project)



linked to it for all of you to use and enjoy. Alsol have installed the new
receiver to replace the original receiver, which was 22 yes old. The
added sensitivity has improved coverage greatly, pscially to those of you
using handhelds.

| have adding the Amateur Radio Newsline broadcadb the system every
Monday evening at 8:30 PM local time.

If you have any questions regarding this system, atact Jerry — K6LIE at
771-1323.

Please consider supporting the club use of thesessms that are available
to all of you. They constitute much work and persoal expense in setting
up and maintaining them and are provided simply forthe love of our
hobby. It would be great to see our net or other dwity on these systems. |
think | can speak for Fred and certainly for myselfwhen | say that the
club truly has two very useful repeaters to use andnjoy.

14



HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO

It shall be our purpose to further the

exchange of information and
cooperation between members, to
promote radio knowledge,
fraternalism and individual operating
efficiency, and to so conduct club
programs and activities as to
advance the general interest and

welfare of Amateur Radio in the

community.

July 2009

Club Meeting at the
Albq Police Station —
4051 Ellison Ave NW

(across from

Cibola High School).
MEETINGS START IN
SEPTEMBER.

Saturday, July 25 ™
BREAKFAST SOCIAL
at 9 am at the Golden

Corral on Alemeda.

Every Wednesday at
2:00pm NMHDARC
Coffee At The Flying
Star at Hwy 528 &
Corrales Rd across
the street from
Sunflower Market

Every Thursday at 8
am NMHDARC
Breakfast at The
Flying Star at Hwy 528
& Corrales Rd across
the street from
Sunflower Market

Club net on Thursday
nights at 8:00 PM on
145.33 with 100 Hz PL.

NET CONTROL

NET CONTROL SCHEDULE
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL.

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please
contact Jim Hunter, KE5SIPR our net control coordinator to sign up.
We have several openings in January and February. Jim can be
reached via e-mail at hunterabg@comcast.net , or by phone at
505 897-29309.

The list of Net Control operators for July:

July 2 Kathey Meland WB6JAN
July 9 Bill Firth KE5TOB

July 16 Frank Warren AB5WJ
July 23 Jim Hunter KB5IPR
July 30 Frank Warren AB5WJ

If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at
ab5wj@arrl.net. You are welcome to use their radios at their home
and take net control. This is great practice for talking on the radio.
Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank teaches a lot of
courses and sometimes we’re not available.

Reminder — Albuguerque Astronomical Society and
HDARC event July 25". Info in this issue .
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CONTESTS FOR JULY 2009

DATE EVENT INFO
10 FISTS Summer Sprint www.fists.org
11-12 IARU HF WORLD CHANPION®M www arrl.org/contest
18 -19 DMC RTTY Contest www.digital-modes-club.org
18 -19 North America RTTY QSO Party www.ncjweb.com
18 - 19 CQ World Wide VHF Contest www.cqww-vhf.com
19 Great Colorado Gold Rush www.cqc.org/contests/gold2008.htn
25 - 26 144 Mhz Digital EME Championship www.DUBUS.org
25 - 26 IOTA Contest www.rsgbhfcc.org
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OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS

AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB
They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM,
WS5CSY which has 2 meter on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both
repeaters require a 100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each
month from October through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian
Church 8600 Academy Rd. in Albuquerque.
The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic , making
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other.
Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION
ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They
meet atJB’s Restaurant on Eubank & 1-40 next to the Owl Cafe.
All Hams are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the
business/program starts at 7pm
The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors
one of ASXA'’s founding members.

1€




Website: http://www.gsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KBSHA, 884-
3554

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB
Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the
Anna Kaseman Hospital.
If interested, come join us.

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant
at 15 Hotel Circle.

Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP
Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands.
Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION
This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago.

They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at
1pm. Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097

UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC.

The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April,
July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.

The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage
in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona.

Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone,
146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with
-67 tone. WEBSITE: www.urfmi.org
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