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            HDARC NEWS             
 

The November Newsletter is dedicated to the memory of our past 
president and good friend Bob Swigert K0RGS  

 

November, 2008 
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE, Editor 

jaceto@q.com 
505 771-1323 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Larry Elkin – NY5L 
lkelkin@msn.com 

WEBSITE: http://www.nm5hd.com 

Officers 
 

Larry  Elkin, NY5L-President      

 
 

�� Kathey Meland, WB6JAN 

��                          

�� Vice President / Secretary 

Patricia Nekoranec, KE5MJK- 
Treasurer 

hhh 

 
Board Members 

 
�� Jim Hunter -  KE5IPR 

�� Bill Warshauer –           
K5BNW 

�� Fred Lete -  KC5IPK 

 
Welcome New Members! 
Tom Simmons – WB8PLA 
Mary Simmons – KD8FMR 

��

    
As most of you are now aware, last 
week we lost a vital member, good friend, and 
former club president Bob Swigert. Bob was 
active in promoting amateur radio through his 
participation in Kid's Day, Field  Day, Special 
Events, elementary and high school related 
programs as well as member training. 
     Since his family and friends wish to 
celebrate the good times we shared  
with Bob, we are will be foregoing our 
November club meeting this coming  
Saturday for a get together of remembrance. 
Rob's widow Serena, his  sister and HDARC 
club member Marie KE5JIV, and his children 
and grandchildren will be joining us. 
     Please email me if you would like to speak 
about your memories of Bob to  
his family and other friends. 
     We would appreciate if all our members 
would join us at 1300 hours MST  
(1:00 PM), this Saturday November 15 at the 
Albuquerque Police NW Command-  
4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from Cibola 
High School). 
     Thanking you in advance for your 
participation. 
 
Larry Elkin NY5L 
 President 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
 

HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MINUTES 
 

October 18, 2008   

 
The Club meeting was held at our new location at the Albuquerque Police 

Department substation near the intersection of Coors Bypass and Ellison Road in 
Albuquerque. The meeting was called to order by President Larry Elkin NY5L at 12:09 
PM, with member and guest introductions.  There were 17 people in attendance, 
including two guests:  Tom WB8PLA and Larry KC5KZV.  Tom joined the Club, along 
with his wife Mary Jayne KD8FMR.  Larry thanked everyone who had contributed to 
our Special Events Station W5B at the Balloon Fiesta this year, and described the taking 
down of our equipment during the sandstorm last Saturday.   

Frank Warren AB5WJ announced that he will be teaching upcoming General and 
Extra classes.  

Larry announced that the Holiday Party will be held in a larger room than 
previously described, due to the number of Club members expected to attend. The party 
is scheduled for Saturday, December 6th, at 5:15 PM at the Alegria Clubhouse in 
Bernalillo.  He also announced the Kugel contest, to be held at that event.  He 
announced the upcoming Kids’ Day in January, and suggested adding satellite contacts 
and digital communications, as well as voice, at that event. He asked the membership to 
come up with ideas for antennas and other equipment for the newer methods.  

Jerry Aceto, K6LIE, agreed to do two presentations, in November and December, 
based on his experiences providing communications at Olympic games.  A short 
discussion followed regarding a possible speaker in January about DTV and its benefits 
and implications. 

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Kathey Meland WB6JAN announced there was no 
Secretary’s Report.  The minutes are always posted in the Club newsletter on our web 
site, www.nm5hd.com.  
  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Pat Nekoranec  KE5MJK, Club Treasurer, reported that the 
Club Treasury has a balance of $1186.11, and that more badges have arrived. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
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Larry also announced that Jerry helped Bill Firth KE5TOB put up his new 
antenna, and that the next antenna installation would be for Pat and Joe KE5MWI 
Nekoranec.  Bill suggested the Club might look into the possibility of working with the 
Albuquerque Astronomical group, which holds star parties in Oak Flat, in Tijeras 
because that would benefit both astronomy and ham radio.   

Kennie Warren W5KLW announced she has membership applications and cards 
for all members who have not yet received theirs. 

Proposals were put forth regarding a soldering class and a stealth antenna 
building class.  Also discussed were computer-aided control of a radio transceiver, and 
the capability of controlling an antenna from a distance.   

Larry announced the upcoming Socorro Hamfest on the 25th of this month, and 
the special presentation at the VLA, which is scheduled for Friday the 24th.  He called 
for volunteers to bring food to upcoming meetings.  Those volunteering were: Kennie 
Warren for November, Kathey Meland for December, and Bob Nieri N5UKA for 
January.   

   
OLD BUSINESS 
 Larry announced that the volunteer response for the Special Events Station was 
very good this year, and that 35-40 visitors signed our guest book.  A discussion 
followed involving improvements for next year.   
 

This meeting was adjourned by Larry at 1:43 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN 
Secretary
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 

Hi Everyone, 
 
I am dedicating this newsletter to our good friend and past club president, Bob 
Swigert K0RGS, who passed away recently.  
 
I only knew Bob and his family about 4 years, but it was one of those 
relationships that I wish had started 30 years ago. Bob and I had much in 
common when it came to our careers and hobby. We could sit and talk for hours 
because we both experienced similar careers in communications. We also had a 
common interest in ham radio, especially in the classic radio equipment.  
 
My wife Cheryl and I would get together with Bob, Serena and Marie often. 
Many times we would be joined by Larry NY5L and Karen Elkin and the hours 
would just fly by. I said I wish we met the Swigert’s 30 years ago because we 
would have had 30 years of great fun, instead of just 4! 
 
Bob loved contributing to our hobby of ham radio. He was a great believer in 
working with the kids as well as helping out with licensing classes. He 
participated in Kid’s day and Field Day every year. Also participated in our 
special events station at Balloon Fest the past several years, with the exception of 
last months event due to poor health. He also did a great job as our club president 
as long as he was able. As you know, he had to step down from the presidency 
because of the health problems. 

     
Bob with his Grandson, Merle Robert at our club BBQ. 
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You can tell by his smile that he is Taking a break during Kid’s day to 
enjoying setting up for Kid’s Day  cool off. It was hot that day! 
 
 
Bob also took great delight in helping new (and old) hams install their first 
antenna after receiving their license. We would get a club group together and help 
out installing or repairing antennas. In fact, the first time I met Bob’s grandson 
was “on the job” helping to install Alan Mattison’s (SK) antenna. 
 
Anyway, I cannot tell you how much I already miss Bob. We had some great, fun 
times in the little time we had with him. You can bet that Cheryl and I will 
continue our social activities with Bob’s wife Sernea and his sister Marie 
KE5JIV. 
 
By the way, I understand that Bob’s daughter and grand kids are interested in 
getting their ham radio licenses and I, along with the club will help them make 
that goal if they want to do it. What a fitting tribute to their dad and grandpa! 
 
I hope you all can attend the November meeting on Saturday. It will be a 
memorial for Bob and his family, very informal. Just a nice gathering of his 
friends and family to celebrate his life.  
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Also, please forgive me for getting this newsletter out so late. I have found it very 
difficult to put this particular newsletter together.  
 
See you all on Saturday. 
 
73  
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE 
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
771-1323 
�
�
�
�

�

SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
3rd Saturday of the month at 1 PM (note the time for this meeting). Instead 
of a regular meeting, we will be having an informal celebration of Bob 
Swigert’s life. Please join us and share any fond memories you have of Bob 
with our club members and his family. Location of meeting is the 
Albuquerque Police NW Command – 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from 
Cibola High School). 
 
Breakfast Social 
2nd Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
At the Golden Corral on Alameda    
 
Coffee at Flying Star 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
Breakfast at Flying Star 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd across the street 
from The Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales 
Rd. 
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HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) Net Control Coordinator. 
 
 

 
HOLIDAY PARTY 

 
This years annual Holiday Party is scheduled for December 6th at 5:00 PM. The 
location will be the Alegria Community Club House. 
 
Alegria is located in Bernalillo. Head north on Highway 528 to Santiago Street 
(Santiago is the stop light just before the new Walmart at Enchanted Hills Blvd). 
Turn right on Santiago, go down the hill through the gates. When you come past the 
gates, you will be looking at the club house. There is plenty of parking for everyone. 
The gates close at 6:00 PM. If you arrive after 6:00 PM, simply call our cell phone 
(206 300-4644) and I will come out and open the gates for you. 
 
Hope to see you all at the party!! 
 
73….Jerry K6LIE 
 
 
 

 
KUGEL CONTEST FOR DECEMBER 6TH HOLIDAY PARTY 

 
This actually started out as a joke regarding who makes the best Kugel in our little 
social group. So a challenge was put forth and several of us took that challenge. I 
guess word got out, so now it has taken on a life of it’s own and become a contest for 
the holiday party. I guess several of us will make our version of it (there are many) 
and the members can judge which is the best. Anyone wishing to bring a Kugel is 
welcomed to do so. I will let Kathey explain it. She also included a sample recipe. So I 
will turn this over to Kathey: 
 
OK, what is it?  It's a yummy comfort food, that's what it is!  The following is the basic recipe, you 
can modify it according to your desires.  It came from (my) Bob's mom, who made it often for their 
family in St. Louis during the 30's and 40's.  However, the recipe is not confined to St. Louis, but 
can be found all over the USA!  This contest is open to all members, so now you're cooking with 
gas! (or electricity or propane).  Just bring yours with you to the holiday party.  Sorry I did not get 
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this out to y'all sooner as I had intended.  If you get stuck, call the Kugel Cook's Emergency hotline 
at 994-4468.  Operator will be standing by. 
Good luck, 
Kathey 
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CLUB PROGRAMS – DECEMBER AND JANUARY 

 
Larry asked if I would put together a couple of programs with the Olympics being the 
subject. I said I could do that and will attempt to put together one program for December 
dealing with the technical aspects of the games and another in January as a sort of travel 
log of the different places that I have been fortunate to work during the games. That way, 
the two programs might appeal to those that are curious about how all this goes together 
technically. For those that are not very interested in the technical side, I will attempt to 
interest them in the travel side. I have lots of pictures and should be able to show you a 
little of the four Olympic Games that I have been lucky enough to work. 
 
This was planned to start with the November meeting, but obviously, the plans for the 
November meeting have changed. 
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So if you are interested in the Olympics technically, or just want to see what it all looks 
like, please attend the December and January meetings.  
 
73….Jerry 
 
       

 
DX News 

Larry Elkin, President, NY5L   

                                              DX/PROPAGATION REPORT �

Well, maybe sunspot cycle 24 really has begun. Over the last two weeks, there has been a 
short-term cluster and individual sunspots observed. Maybe this is a preview of good times to 
come. Club members have reported hearing European hams on 20 meter during our mornings. I 
have heard Australian, ����9��!���������8�$��������������,���'>.5��!���!�� ��������������%=�������"�
��
���������������������,��������!�����,�������5??��$� ���>��>��!4
��,����>>>������@�������-�,AA�

Also, try your hand using the “AM “ mode on 14.284-14.286 mghz around '>.$��!���!"���

Now that Winter is fast approaching with short days and long nights, maybe you will catch some 
rare prefixes—give it a shot.�

Happy Dx’g�

Larry NY5L�

�

�

��

��    

 
MONTHLY DX CONTEST 

�

DX CONTEST�

OK you crack!! DX’ers, somebody come up with the first DX contest for January 2009.  Have 
your ideas for the December club meeting. 

Larry – NY5L�

����
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INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS 

 
Remember, We have two fine repeaters that our club members can use: 
 
Fred Lete (KC5IPK) would like to let our members know that our club is 
welcome to use his repeater. It is located at his home in Rio Rancho near Intel 
and has very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque area. The frequency is 
442.750 Mhz with a PL of 162.2 hertz. If you would like more info on his 
system, you may call him at 892-0380 or on his cell phone at 261-7464. 
 
Also, the 224.480 Mhz repeater is now up and running at the same location, 
also affording very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque area. My system 
will soon have IRLP linked to it for all of you to use and enjoy. If you have any 
questions regarding this system, contact Jerry – K6LIE at 771-1323. 
 
Please consider supporting the club use of these systems that are available to all 
of you. They constitute much work and personal expense in setting up and 
maintaining them and are provided simply for the love of our hobby. It would 
be great to see our net or other activity on these systems. I think I can speak for 
Fred and certainly for myself when I say that the club truly has two very useful 
repeaters to use and enjoy. 
 
 

NEW RAG CHEWERS NET ON 224.480 MHZ!! 
(Just what we need—another net!) 

 
Join in on the fun! The Weak Signal group of Albuquerque have adopted my 
repeater to have a little get together on Wednesday evenings at 8:30 pm (after 
their 70 cm ssb net.) They want to foster activity on 220 Mhz and asked if they 
could use my system for the net. The net has been up for about 4 months now 
and we have a very nice group of guys checking in. It is very informal and last 
about half an hour. We have anywhere from 4 to 8 check ins so far, with the 
hope of getting more as time goes on. I have been an advocate of the 220 band 
for over 25 years now and have had this repeater on the air in Seattle for close 
to 25 years before relocating it to Rio Rancho. 
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Remember, when it comes to our ham bands…..use it, or lose it. 
Please consider joining us for some informal fun, and at the same time, help to 
promote a little used band. 
Jerry….K6LIE 
224.480 Mhz Open Repeater 
 
 

 
NET CONTROL OPERATORS FOR NOVEMBER  

 
Well, November is upon us, and we have November filled. But we could still use Net 
Controller for the High Desert Net on Thursday’s in December. We take first come, 
first served. 
 
I am told we don’t usually run the net on holidays, so on Christmas there will be no 
net. 
  
Here is where we are for Nov and Dec 
  
Nov  6             Kathey Meland 
Nov 13            Kennie Warren 
Nov 20            Jim Hunter 
Nov 27            Frank Warren 
  
Dec  4             Kathey Meland 
Dec 11                          Open 
Dec 18                          Open 
Dec 25            Christmas. No Net 
  
Also, I have a Dell 15” CRT color monitor. My daughter got a new flat screen, and 
this one would make a good ham shack monitor. If interested, let me know.  
  
Jim Hunter, KE5IPR 
High Desert ARC 
Net Control Coordinator  
505.897.2939 (H) 
505. 259-3551 (Cell) 
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If you would like to be an HDARC Net Control Operator for any upcoming month, 
please contact: 
 
Jim Hunter – KE5IPR 
High Desert ARC 
Net Control Coordinator  
505.897.2939 (H) 
505. 259-3551 (Cell) 
�
��
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
November 

Saturday, November 8 
 BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at the Golden 

Corral on Alemeda. 
 

Saturday, Nov. 15 th 
Instead of a regular 
meeting, we will have 
a memorial for Bob 
Swigert at 1:00 PM. 
Albq Police 
Station – 4051 Ellison 
Ave NW (across from 
Cibola High School) 
 
Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across 
the street from 

Sunflower Market 
 

Every Thursday at 8 
am NMHDARC 

Breakfast at The 
Flying Star at Hwy 528 
& Corrales Rd across 

the street from 
Sunflower Market 

 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL.  
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please 
contact Jim Hunter, KE5IPR our net control coordinator to sign up. 
We have several openings in January and February. Jim can be 
reached via e-mail at hunterabq@comcast.net , or by phone at 
505 897-2939. 

 
The list of Net Control operators for November: 
Nov  6             Kathey Meland 
Nov 13            Kennie Warren 
Nov 20            Jim Hunter 
Nov 27            Frank Warren 

 
  
If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
fwarrensr@earthlink.net You are welcome to use their radios at 
their home and take net control. This is great practice for talking on 
the radio. Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank 
teaches a lot of courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW CLUB MEETING LOCATION: 
 

ALBUQUERQUE POLICE STATION – NORTHWEST COMMAND  
 

4051 ELLISON AVE NW 
 

ACROSS FROM CIBOLA HIGH SCHOOL. 
 

ALSO NOTE NEW START TIME – NOON 
 
 

PLEASE ATTEND OUR SPECIAL MEMORIAL FOR BOB  
 

SWIGERT AT 1:00 PM.  
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OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY  which has 2 meter on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both 
repeaters require a 100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each 
month from October through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church 8600 Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic , making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They 

meet in the meeting room at the Flying Star Café at Silver and 8th SW. All Hams 
are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 
business/program starts at 7pm 

· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 
one of ASXA’s founding members. 

· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-
3554 

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
· The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
· Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
· Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
· Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
· This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

· They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 
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UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
· The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 

July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  
· The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 

in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 
· Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 

146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 

 
�

�

CONTESTS FOR NOVEMBER 2008 
 
                                 

November�  �
1� ARRL November Sweepstakes—CW�

2� ARRL November Sweepstakes—CW�

15� ARRL November Sweepstakes—Phone�

16� ARRL November Sweepstakes—Phone�

22� CQ WW DX CW Contest�
23� CQ WW DX CW Contest�

 
 

 
 


