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*Wow it is May already, the 5th month of the 
year, and almost ½ a year has already gone by.  
It must be almost summer as my swamp cooler 
has been set up and the furnace has been shut 
down. That means that June is almost here 
along with the last meeting of the summer 
coming up shortly in May. Plans for the Kids 
day is going forth as well as field day the end 
of June and the locations of both of these 
should be picked out by meeting time on the 
16th of May.  Field day will be added to the 
ARRL national map as soon as the decision on 
the location is made. 
*April was good for Malpais VE group.  A 
class was held at CNMCC WTC in 
Albuquerque for 6 students for upgrade to 
General and they all survived the exam session 
and passed. A class for Albuquerque CERT had 
13 aspiring amateur students and they all 
passed as well and are anxiously awaiting their 
call signs and studying the catalogs to decide 
on what their first radios will be. We also 
added an Extra to New Mexico in April.  
Congratulations to them all and looking to hear 
them on the local nets.  
* In May our PIO/News Letter Editor Jerry 
Aceto K6LIE will be our presenter with a 
travelogue presentation from when he worked 
the Olympics in Europe. I hope that everyone 
including family members would enjoy this 
session for our last meeting prior to our 
summer solstice. We will be starting again in 
September.  
*During the summer the plans are at present for 
a class on Digital Communications which I will 
be putting on in place of our normal meeting 
time the 3rd Saturday in July. Also we are 
looking at possibly doing an evening with the 
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local Astronomical people during July or 
August, operating from their location. The time 
and day is still being worked on.  
*Another silent key was added to our “Lest We 
Forget” section on the NM5HD website. David 
Vaskos  N5DBB passed away during April. 
Dave was a founder of the HDARC club, and 
our condolences were sent to his wife Pam 
Salata N9UPN and his son Alex.  It reminds us 
all of our humanity and the short time we have.  
*With summer coming, and vacations shortly, I 
would hope everyone when traveling – do it 
safely – I hope to see many of you at the 
meeting on the 16th of May at 12 noon to about 
2 pm. Also remember our coffee and breakfasts 
at the Flying Star off Almaeda and Coors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Wednesdays at 2 pm and Thursday mornings 
at 8 am. Check with our calendar at 
www.nm5hd.com for any upcoming events. It 
should be up to date and you can also read our 
past news letters as well.  
Frank Warren AB5WJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
         
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

      HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB CONTACT LIST  
 
PRESIDENT      VICE PRESIDENT 
Frank Warren Sr  AB5WJ    Larry Elkin  NY5L      
505 962-9212 or 505 270-7142   505 771-0391 
ab5wj@arrl.net     ny5l@arrl.net 
 
 
SECRETARY       TREASURER 
Kathey Meland  WB6JAN    Patricia Nekoranec  KE5MJK    
Wb6jan@arrl.net     505 892-1638 
       nekoran@juno.com 
 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD   MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
Jim Hunter  KE5IPR     Kennie Warren  W5KLW 
505 897-2939      505 962-9212 
ke5ipr@arrl.net     w5klw@arrl.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR / PIO 
Jerry Aceto  K6LIE 
505 771-1323 
jaceto@q.com 
 

TELL ALL YOU FRIENDS ABOUT THE 
HDARC ! 



 

 

 

3

SECRETARY & TREASURER’S
 

 

SECRETARY AND TREASURER’S REPORT
 

April 18, 2009 

 
The Club meeting was called to order by President Frank Warren AB5WJ at 12:00 

PM, with member introductions.  There were 23 people in attendance.  There was one new 
member for this meeting, Adrian Miura KD5HTZ.  There was also one guest, John Hannahs 
KE5MJF. 

There was a presentation by Tony Skujins KB7U about satellite communications.  He 
included information on antennas, web sites, and correct procedures.  He mentioned that 
anyone can go to the AMSAT web site, www.amsat.org, and also, further information, 
including Keplerian data, from the ARRL web site. He also listed available software, some 
free, that can aid in tracking satellites. 

In addition, George Key W5WZ played for the meeting a tape recording he had made 
of his contact with the Russian MIR space station. 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 Frank reported that Bill Firth KE5TOB had passed his Extra exam, and that new 
member Adrian Miura had recently become a General.  Frank announced further that he will 
be setting up a new semester-long Extra class at CNM for college credits this coming fall, 
and other classes as well.   
 Frank also encouraged the membership to check in more often to our Thursday 
evening net. 
 Larry Elkin NY5L announced that Jerry Aceto K6LIE will be doing a travelogue-style 
presentation for the June meeting from his Olympic assignments, and that the June meeting 
will be family oriented.   
 The Secretary’s Report in the form of the March minutes was emailed to the 
membership after the last meeting.   
 The Treasurer’s Report was given by Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK.  The Club treasury 
balance is $1269.20, not including dues received at this meeting.   
 The Membership Chair, Kennie Warren W5KLW, reported that the Club now has 67 
paid-up members, 70 life members, one associate member, and three honorary members. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 Marty Soffran KG0MT encouraged the members to fill out the Field Day 
Questionnnaire so that committee can determine who is going to be there, and when they 
want to work.  That event is scheduled for the last weekend in June from 12:00 noon 
Saturday through noon Sunday.  He told of two possible locations for the event; the old 
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American Home Furniture lot off NM 528 (Alameda), and one in Placitas.  He is contacting 
the owner of the American Home site, which is Wal-Mart, for permission to use it.  He 
mentioned that participants could meet afterward for lunch.   
 Larry announced some troubles arranging Kids’ Day with the libraries in Rio Rancho, 
and would be able to provide more information to the May meeting.  He announced plans for 
CW and digital presentations, with satellite contacts as well. 
 He also announced he would like to schedule antenna parties, now that Spring is here.  
He will be setting dates with Marie Swigert KE5JIV, Duane and Jeanne Schneider K5DLS 
and K5JEA, and John and Melissa Duke KF5AFC and KF5AFD.      
 Larry and Frank announced that they are planning for a Balloon Fiesta special events 
station this year, and that they could apply for that call sign at any time.  Frank announced 
further that he is still awaiting word about liability insurance from ARRL for our public 
events. 
 Kennie read two proposed changes to the Club by-laws, and there was discussion 
about them.  It was moved each be adopted, and the vote was in favor of both, by a show of 
hands.  The first proposal was to change the term “active members” to “licensed amateur 
members” for clarity.   The second proposal was to grant free membership to the widows and 
widowers of silent keys.  The by-laws, including these changes, will be emailed to all of the 
members.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Bill Firth KE5TOB recommended that a joint event with the Albuquerque 
Astronomical Society (TAAS) be held in July or August, at the TAAS star party in Oak Flats 
near Tijeras.  That will be added to the Club calendar when a date is set.   
 Kennie proposed that Club meeting refreshments could be funded by the Club budget, 
for about $15.00-$20.00 per month.    That was adopted by a show of hands. 
 This meeting was adjourned at 2:04 PM by President Frank Warren. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN 
Secretary 
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HDARC SILENT KEYS 
“Lest WE Forget” 

 
                                              Vern Thackery                     W5CSY 
                                              Clifford (Cliff) Tingley     KD5ANU 
                                              Joseph (Joe) Boyd            KC5GPY 
                                              Bruce Alan Mattison         W5NTM (N5CFO) 
                                              Robert Barrow                   KD5ZPS 
                                              Robert Swigert - Past President – HDARC – K0RGS 
                                              David Vakos                      N4DBB         

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DAVID VAKOS  N4DBB 
 

Dave had been sick for quite a while and not always able to come to our meetings but we wanted to let the club 
members know about this memorial so that any who knew him could attend or send a card.  

Kennie 

David Vakos of Rio Rancho, NM went to meet his maker on April 2, 2009. David was a founding member of 
HDARC and a life long Amateur Radio Operator (N4DBB). He worked as a Two Way Radio Technician, 
Volunteer EMT - Firefighter, and Clemson University Video Coach before his disability in 1992. Dave 
leaves behind his wife Pam Salata (Realtor, Achieve Realty Inc); his son Alex Vakos (Cibola Little League, 
Vista Grande Elm., JRP); His daughters Jenny (Brad) Birmile, Katie (Jason) Price, Erin (Tony) Eraenburg 
and ten grandchildren. His father Augustus Vakos, mother, Frances Vakos; and father-in-law Thomas A. 
Salata preceded him in death. The funeral service will take place at Noon on May 9th at Church of the 
Incarnation in Rio Rancho. There will be a memorial in the Chicago area over the summer. In lieu of flowers 
donations to the family would be appreciated.   

Submitted by Pam Salata, 7412 Aldan Dr NE, Rio Rancho, NM  87144, 505-771-3070 
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
On behalf of all our club members, I would like to express our condolences to Bill Firth 
KE5TOB and his family. Bill’s father passed way last month. Bill, we all hope you and your 
family are doing okay at this hard time. Please know that we have been thinking about you. 
We look forward to seeing you at the club coffee and breakfast again very soon. 
 
I have been away during the last two club meetings. Sounds like I missed some very good 
programs. During the March meeting, we were on a cruise and during the May meeting, we 
were getting acquainted with our new twin boys up in Everett, Washington.  
 
I have been asked to do the next program for our May meeting, which will be the last club 
meeting before the summer season starts. The program will be a little travel log of pictures 
taken in various countries during my work with the Olympics. This will not be a technical 
program. It is intended to be of interest to the entire family. I hope I can make it interesting 
for everyone. I have been kind of grappling with how to put it together. It is easier (to me) to 
put together a technical program. I don’t want this to just a set of pictures, so I am trying to 
put together some sort of  interesting dialogue or stories that might go with the pictures that I 
pick. If anyone has done this sort of program before, I would like to hear from you! I could 
use some help. 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming meeting! 
 
73   
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE                        
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
771-1323 
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HDARC 2009 FIELD DAY PLANS
 

 
On Sunday afternoon, March 29th, ten club members met to develop plans for the club 

2009 Field Day.  The operational period is from noon on Saturday, June 27th, until noon on 
Sunday, June 28th.   

The Mission Statement for this event is: “This Field Day shall be a learning and social 
event to encourage new hams to operate, at a location that will promote exposure to the 
public.”      Three potential sites are being considered that meet the objective. 

We want to operate three radios – a 100 watt voice (phone) station, 50 watt max power 
non-voice (CW-Morse Code/Digital) station and a GOTA (Get On The Air) for hams having 
a license less than one year and hams that have been inactive on the HF bands for at least two 
years).  The GOTA station will have mentors assisting these hams anytime that this station is 
being operated.  In addition to the primary HF bands (80m, 40m, 20m and 15m) used for 
field day, 10 m and 6 m antennas will be available for operation (bands that ALL technician 
class hams have privileges on).   

 Other activities will include Satellite operation on 2 meters, training to operate digital 
mode(s) using the computer in a manner similar to the internet and a Saturday afternoon 
demonstration showing how to set up and operate a “suitcase” portable station.  Members 
will be able to make some contacts using the portable stations. 

 On Saturday evening club members and their guests are invited get together to eat 
supper at a restaurant close to the field day site.  There will be more information on this 
activity once the location of the field day site is finalized and the actual operating period for 
the club is decided. 

 Following the reading of this article in the April newsletter, HDARC club president 
Frank Warren, AB5WJ, will be emailing a questionnaire for each member to complete and 
either send back via email or take to the May club meeting on May 16th.  Responses are 
needed so that the committee chairman, Marty Soffran, KGØMT, will know what radios, 
antennas and other equipment are available for the event; as well as who is going to help with 
the setup and takedown of the field day site.  Each member will also indicate if you will 
operate and/or log contacts for operators, and what time period you will be present.  
Remember that the committee’s intent is for members to have a fun experience as well as to 
provide the opportunity for members to learn new things and gain confidence communicating 
on the radio. 

Marty Soffran  KG0MT 
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FIELD DAY INFORMATION FORM 
  

If you have not done so, please fill out this form and send it to Marty or Frank. Or you can simply 
bring it to the May 16th meeting. This will help the Field Day Committee decide on what the 

membership would like to do during this event. 
 

HDARC FIELDDAY MEMBER QUESTIONAIRE  
 
� Name or Call Sign  ______________________________ 
� Are you going to participate in the HDARC field day?  Yes_____   No _____ 

If yes, then answer the following 
ACTIVITIES 

� SETUP ON SATURDAY MORNING 

o Are you going to assist with setting up the antennas? Yes_____   No _____ 

o Are you going to assist with setting up the radios?  Yes_____   No _____ 

� TEARDOWN  

o Are you going to assist with taking down the antennas? Yes___   No ___ 

o Are you going to assist with taking down the radios?  Yes_____   No _____ 

�  STATION OPERATION 

New HAMs and Inactive operators (license less than one year or hams that have been inactive on HF bands for 
more than 2 years 

o Would you operate Digital or Morse Code (CW slow speed)? Yes_____   No _____ 

o Would you operate phone mode? Yes_____   No _____ 

Experienced HAMs 

o Are you going to operate CW? Yes_____   No _____ 

o Would you operate CW on Sunday morning if you could operate at a speed of 5 to 10 wpm? 
Yes_____   No _____ 

o Are you going to operate Phone mode? Yes_____   No _____ 

o Are you going to operate Digital Mode (RTTY, PSK31)? Yes_____   No _____ 

o Are you going to log for another operator?  Yes_____   No _____ 

� EDUCATIONAL 

o Do you want training on operating Digital Mode (RTTY, PSK31)?   Yes_____   No _____ 

� Operational Period when you will (Operating a radio or logging for the operator) 

o Saturday 12:00 pm (noon) to 4 pm?  Yes_____  

o Saturday 4 pm to 8 pm?  Yes_____ 

o Saturday 8 pm to 12 am (midnight)?  Yes_____ 

o Sunday 12 am to 6 am?  Yes_____ 

o Sunday 6 am to 9 am?  Yes_____ 

o Sunday 9 am to 12:00 pm (noon)?  Yes_____ 

� EQUIPMENT THAT YOU WILL MAKE AVAILABLE FOR FIELD DA Y USE (describe) 

o Radio(s):   1. ____________________________________________ 

 2. ____________________________________________ 



 

 

 

9

 3. ____________________________________________ 

o  Tower or Mast: __________________________________________ 

o Antenna:  1. ____________________________________________ 

 2. ____________________________________________ 

 3. ____________________________________________ 

 

         
 
 

 

UPCOMING PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS 

  

(I am actively recruiting for the events in May and June (Santa Fe Century, Albuquerque 
Century. We have had a good response but always could use one or two more). – Ed Ricco 

 May 17, 2009 – Santa Fe Century.  This is a 100-mile bike ride that begins in Santa Fe, 
heads south through Madrid, Golden, and Cedar Grove, then goes east to Stanley, north 
through Galisteo, and back to the starting point.  There are shorter rides included in the 
route.  See www.santafecentury.com.  We have assisted with this event for a number of 
years.  It is a large scale event that puts thousands of riders on the road.  We need portable or 
mobile stations to be positioned at the start/finish area and at rest stops and mobile stations to 
cruise the course and keep an eye on the riders.  Fuel expense will be reimbursed by the event 
organizers.  Richard St. John, K5RSJ, will coordinate this event. 

June 6, 2009 – Albuquerque Century.  This is a 100-mile bike tour that will start and end at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel near I-25 and Lomas and will follow a wide loop around the city, 
going north as far as Bernalillo.  There will be shorter routes included in the ride.  This list 
entry will be updated as further details become available.  See www.abqcentury.com.  We 
will need portable or mobile stations to be positioned at rest stops and mobile stations to 
cruise the course and keep an eye on the riders. 

August 2, 2009 – La Luz Trail Run.  This event is being coordinated by Jay Miller, 
W5WHN, and Rees Bevan, WB5DEJ.  Amateurs provide communications support for this 
annual race up La Luz Trail from positions in the starting area, at the finish, and from points 
along the course.  Persons interested in volunteering or in obtaining additional information 
about the event may contact Jay or Rees or are welcome to contact me and I will put potential 
volunteers in touch with Jay and Rees. 
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August 22-23, 2009 – MS150 Bike Tour.  This is a two-day, 150-mile bicycle ride to raise 
funds to fight multiple sclerosis.  The event organizers count on radio amateurs for essential 
communications support.  Tentative plans are for two loop rides starting and ending in 
Pojoaque – the first day route will run through Abiquiu, El Rito, and Ojo Caliente and the 
second day route will run through Alcalde, Embudo, Ojo Sarco, and Chimayo.  We will need 
volunteers for one or both days to operate mobile along course segments with the riders, to 
accompany tour officials and supply trucks or medical personnel, and to operate from rest 
stops. 

September 6, 2009 – New Mexico Marathon.  This is a one-way, 26-mile run from 
approximately Tramway and I-40 along Tramway west and south and eventually winding its 
way to Tiguex Park near Old Town.  There are half marathon and 5K runs associated with 
the race as well.  We will need stations at mileposts along the route and probably shadowing 
some race officials.  The communications plan likely will include a need for several bicycle 
mobile stations.  www.newmexicomarathon.org (to be updated for 2009).  This event will be 
coordinated by Dick Powell, AD5CS. 

October 18, 2009 – Duke City Marathon.   Albuquerque area amateurs have supported this 
event for more that 20 years.  We will need a substantial number of volunteers to cover rest 
stops along the course or to shadow race officials.  Further information pending.  
www.dukecitymarathon.com (to be updated for 2009).  

73, Ed Ricco N5LI 

Information/volunteers: please contact Ed Ricco, N5LI unless otherwise indicated in the 
description of the particular event.  n5li@arrl.net. 247-4866(h); 768-7314(w). 
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EMCOM INFORMATION 
 
Information for those members who had completed the ARRL Amatuer Radio 
Emegency Communications program or about to take the course. 
 
Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ 
 

New Advanced Emergency Communications Course in the Works 
Over the past months we have been reviewing the ARRL’s Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communications program. This has included a critical examination of the course content, as 
well as methods of course delivery, and interrelationships with government organizations. 
Our aim is to develop professional level courses which are widely accepted by other 
organizations for the emergency communication component of Amateur Radio. We are 
investigating requirements that the Department of Homeland Security is currently putting in 
place for approved courses, as well as other possibilities, to develop emergency 
communications training that meets the emerging training needs surrounding emergency 
communications.  
While there are still questions, one issue has become clear and. we have already made one 
decision.  We will revise the Level 3 course to become a new Advanced Emergency 
Communications course, which will replace both the current Level 2 and Level 3 courses.  
We are currently planning to release the new course in the last quarter of 2009.   
  
Students who have previously taken the Level 2 course will need to have the new Advanced 
course to complete the current Amateur Radio Emergency Communications training 
program.  Those who have completed the Level 1 course may progress directly to the 
Advanced course when available, which will contain content formerly included in the former 
Level 2 and 3 courses.  For the time being, the Basic Level 1 course will continue to be 
offered in its current format 
We will be retiring the Level 2 course, and upon request, refunding any enrollments in the 
online session scheduled to begin April 17.  Any scheduled field instruction of the Level 2 
content as well as Level 2 exam sessions will also be suspended.  We will honor exam 
sessions that have been previously scheduled and award Level 2 certificates for any exams 
successfully completed up to May 31. 
Our training program mandate is to provide the training that ham radio communicators need 
to be prepared to serve our communities in time of communications emergencies.  This 
consolidation of program content will streamline the delivery of the training and apply 
volunteer and administrative support resources more effectively.  
 
Debra Johnson, K1DMJ 
Education Services Manager 
ARRL, the National Association for Amateur Radio 
225 Main Street 
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Newington, CT 06111-1494 
(860) 594-0296 
Fax: (860) 594-0259 

djohnson@arrl.org 

 

 

AMATEUR RADIO VENUS EXPERIMENTS 
 
On March 25, a group from AMSAT-DL bounced radio signals off the surface of Venus, 
marking the first time Amateur Radio operators have bounced radio signals off another planet 
<http://www.amsat-dl.org/pic/gallery2/main.php?g2_view=core.DownloadItem 
&g2_itemId=7561>. According to AMSAT-DL President Peter Guelzow, DB2OS, the Earth-Venus-Earth 
(EVE) transmission is another step in preparing for a mission to Mars. According to an AMSAT-DL press 
release, the team's transmitter was generating about 6 kW CW on 2.4 GHz. 
 
Guelzow said that signals were sent from a ground control station at the IUZ Sternwarte 
observatory in Bochum: "After traveling almost 100 million kilometers and a round trip delay 
of about 5 minutes, they were clearly received as echoes from the surface of Venus. This was 
the first German success to receive echoes of other planets. In addition, this is the farthest 
distance crossed by radio amateurs, over 100 times further than echoes from the moon (EME 
reflections)." 
 
The EVE experiment was repeated on March 26 for several hours with "good echoes" from 
Venus, Guelzow said. "Morse code was used to transmit the well-known 'HI' signature 
known from the AMSAT OSCAR satellites." 
 
For receiving the EVE reflections, Guelzow said that the team used a fast Fourier transform 
(FFT) analysis with an integration time of 5 minutes. "After integrating for 2 minutes only, 
the reflected signals were clearly visible in the display," he said. "Despite the bad weather, 
signals from Venus could be detected from 1038 UTC on until the planet reached the local 
horizon." 
 
Guelzow explained that with the EVE reflections, the high power amplifier "has therefore 
passed this crucial test as a final key component for the planned P5-A Mars mission. By 
receiving generated echoes from Venus, the ground and command station for the Mars probe 
has been cleared for operational use and the AMSAT-DL team is now gearing up for building 
the P5-A space probe. AMSAT-DL wants to show that low-budget interplanetary exploration 
is possible with its approach." 
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Development, design and construction of this first German Mars mission have been achieved 
by AMSAT-DL and its partner organizations, Guelzow explained. "Already a third of the 
total project costs were performed. 
 
More work shall follow during the mission. AMSAT-DL would like to demonstrate that their 
approaches to low-cost space missions are feasible."  -- Information provided by AMSAT-
DL 
 
 
 

  

ARRL NEW MEXICO SECTION NEWS 
 
                           New Mexico Section Summary for April, 2009 
 
*The week of April 20 --25 the Department of Interior held its Emergency 
Management Workshop in Albuquerque. The program was hosted by Steve "Sid" 
Caesar (NH7C) who is the Assistant Director of the Office of EM for the U.S. 
DoI. Sid was gracious in allowing me to represent the "local" portion of 
Emergency Services. They had a very good "Table Top" exercise that I was 
fortunate to be a part of.. 
*ARRL is currently reviewing the Amateur Radio Emergency Communications 
program. The League is looking at the requirements that the DHS is putting 
in place for approved courses. The League will revise the Level 3 course to 
become a new Advanced Emergency Communications course, it will replace both 
the current Level 2 and 3 courses. Plans are to release the course in the 
last quarter of 2009. Those who have taken the Level 2 will need to have the 
new Advanced course to complete the current AREC training program. Those who 
have completed Level 1 may go directly to the Advanced course. For now, the 
Basic Level 1 will continue to be offered in its current format The training 
program mandate is to provide courses that hams need to be prepared for 
emergencies. 
* ARRL Continuing Education Courses are available to the membership. Many 
different subjects are available. For registration information go to the CCE 
Course Listing page <http://www.arrl.org/cep/student> or contact the 
Continuing Education Program Coordinator <cce@arrl.org>. 
*Another reminder about the 220 band in Albuquerque. The "220 MHz Rag Chewers 
Net", on 224.480 MHz OPEN repeater every Wednesday evening at 8:30 PM local 
time (MDST).  For those without 220 gear, you can still join the net by 
connecting to IRLP New Mexico Reflector 9221. Thanks to Jerry Aceto, K6LIE, 
for providing and maintaining this repeater. 
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*Another reminder about QSL Net. As a licensed ham you are entitled to have a 
free ham Web page there. See http://www.qsl.net . Thanks to Fred Atkinson, 
WB4AEJ with the Mesilla Valley ARC for this info. 
*The Field Day Station Locator Service <http://www.arrl.org/fieldday>.. To 
post a location go to the Field Day Station Locator Web site and follow the 
instructions <http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/locator.php>. 
* Field Day Packets are available on the ARRL Field Day Web site 
<www.arrl.org/fieldday>. 
***Field Day is our opportunity to show the public what we do! While it is 
fun to head for the hills and have a great fun weekend remember that we get 
this opportunity only once a year so find a great public place to set up and 
plan on talking up our hobby and the contributions we make to the community. 
*The Bataan Memorial Death March was held on March 29th. As usual the hams 
in the Southern part of the State manned the watering stops and kept a 
watchful eye on the participants. . Members from several Southern clubs 
were there to insure the safety of the large number of participants. Many 
thanks to all those who participated 
*The Central New Mexico Spring Tailgate was held on April 25 at the North 
Student Parking Lot of Del Norte High school. This annual event is sponsored 
by the Albuquerque Amateur Radio Club and the Amateur Radio Caravan Club.  
Talk-in was by Dee, KC5JBO. The event started at dawn and was well attended. 
It seems that the "Burrito Wagon" was a big success. Thanks to Don Grab, 
K5BIS, for arranging the "Burrito Wagon". 
*The Mesilla Valley Amateur Radio Club hosted its annual "BEAN FEED" on April 
27. Location was the clubhouse located at the intersection of Wilt and 
Jefferson in Hacienda Heights, Las Cruces. The tailgate started at 7 am and 
food was served around 11:00am. They had a great demo of PSK. The beans 
were great with both hot and mild chili and regular and chili cornbread with 
regular and sweet slaw. Great job MVARC! 
*Darryl Clutter, NX5W, held a N5YI VE session on April 18. 
* Frank Warren, AB5WJ, and Kennie, W5KLW, gave classes again at CNM. A 
General Class (CHWW 7064) April 6-9, 2009. Frank and Kennie also taught a 
Tech class on April 24th at the Albuquerque Emergency Operations Center. 
* Tour of Socorro - April 18-19, 2009. The Socorro Striders and Riders (SSR) 
sponsored mountain bike race, the South Baldy Hill Climb. The Socorro club 
provided communications. 
Upcoming events: 
*The "Tour of the Gila" bike race starts on Saturday May 2. This event takes 
place in Silver City. Hams from Grant and Luna Counties will be assisting 
with local law enforcement providing communications for this event. This is 
an annual event. 
*Albuquerque Run for the Zoo on May 3 coordinated by Fred Ream, N5CJC. 



 

 

 

15

*The Tall Pines endurance horse race will be held on Friday and Saturday May 
1st and 2nd. Using K5GAR repeater. Thanks to Tim ODonnell, N5TJO 
*Ed Ricco, N5LI, our fearless community activities organizer, still could use 
some help for the Santa Fe Century. It is a 100-mile bike ride starting and 
ending in Santa Fe with several shorter-distance rides also included. Starts 
on May 17. Contact Ed Ricco, N5LI, n5li@arrl.net , or 
edward.ricco@gmail.com (505) 247-4866 
*The Lone Star DX Association invites all 5th district DXers to meet at 2009 
W5DXCC. W5DXCC is held in conjunction with Ham-Com on June 12 and 13 in 
Plano, Texas. For more information contact Dave Jaksa, W0VX, President, Lone 
Star DX Association dxer.org. 
*ESCAPE 2009 will be held on May 1,2,3 at the Ruidoso Convention Center.  
See www.nmesc.org for more info or contact Phyllis Wright, 575-496-8817, 
wrightalv@q.com. Thanks to Joe Oski, KI5FJ Treasurer Mesilla Valley RC 
* Darryl Clutter, NX5W, has provided me with his testing schedule for the 
coming year: 
Saturday, July 18th, 2009, 900 until 1200 (ARRL) 
Saturday, September 19th, 2009, 0900 until 1200 (N5YI) 
Saturday, November 21st, 2009, 0900 until 1200 (N5YI) 
All testing will be in the "computer lab" at Manzano Mesa Multigenerational 
Center, 501 Elizabeth St SE, Albuquerque, NM, 
The Net Counts for April are: 
NET NAME CONTACTS QSTs 
NM Roadrunner Traffic Net: 1190 /76 
NM Breakfast Club: 1198 /133 
Caravan Club Net: 63 /4 
Yucca Net: 756 /40 
Four Corners Net: 527 /36 
Rusty's Raiders Net: 681 /79 
Valencia County ARA Net: 74 /20 
SCAT Net: 816 /130 
High Desert ARA Net: 49 /8 
220 Ragchewers FM Net: 57 /11 
Monday Two Meter Sideband Net: 44 /0 
*For a listing of all nets in New Mexico please go to 
http://www.swcp.com/~n5zgt/abqham.htm#nets, This list is provided by Brian 
Mileshosky, N5ZGT, who is our Rocky Mountain Division Director. Thanks again 
Brian. 
ARRL Silent Key Report, March 2009 
Name, Call, and Address of Silent Key: 
VAKOS, DAVID L, N4DBB (General) 
Rio Rancho, NM 87144 
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Confirmed by: Frank Warren, AB5WJ and Don Grab, K5BIS 
Name, Call, and Address of Silent Key: 
WALTERS JR, FREDERICK K, WB5CBD (General) 
CLOUDCROFT, NM 88317 
Confirmed by : Larry Moore, WA5UNO & Don Grab, K5BIS 
If you don't see your club's activities here you need a PIO and you need to 
let me know. I try to include any and all activities. If I missed something 
send me an e-mail and chew me out. Have a great month. 
Go to the NM Section on the ARRL web site for a detailed report. Don -- W5FHA 
  
 
 
 

 

NEW AMATEUR RADIO BILL INTRODUCED INTO CONGRESS 
 
Houston Representative Introduces Amateur Radio Bill in Congress 
 
On Wednesday, April 29, Representative Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX) introduced  
HR 2160, the Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Enhancement Act of 2009  
in the US House of Representatives. This bill, if passed, would "promote and  
encourage the valuable public service, disaster relief, and emergency  
communications provided on a volunteer basis by licensees of the Federal  
Communications Commission in the Amateur Radio Service, by undertaking a  
study of the uses of Amateur Radio for emergency and disaster relief  
communications, by identifying unnecessary or unreasonable impediments to  
the deployment of Amateur Radio emergency and disaster relief  
communications, and by making recommendations for relief of such  
unreasonable restrictions so as to expand the uses of Amateur Radio  
communications in Homeland Security planning and response." The bill has  
been referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
  
If enacted into law, HR 2160, would instruct the Secretary of Homeland  
Security to undertake a study and report its findings to Congress within 180  
days. The study would spell out uses and capabilities of Amateur Radio  
communications in emergencies and disaster relief. The study shall: 
  
a.. Include recommendations for enhancements in the voluntary deployment  
of Amateur Radio licensees in disaster and emergency communications and  
disaster relief efforts. 
b.. Include recommendations for improved integration of Amateur Radio  
operators in planning and in furtherance of the Department of Homeland  
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Security initiatives. 
c.. Identify unreasonable or unnecessary impediments to enhanced Amateur  
Radio communications -- such as the effects of private land use regulations  
on residential antenna installations -- and make recommendations regarding  
such impediments. 
d.. Include an evaluation of Section 207 of the Telecommunications Act of  
1996 (Public Law 104-104, 110 Stat 56 [1996]). 
e.. Recommend whether Section 207 should be modified to prevent  
unreasonable private land use restrictions that impair the ability of  
amateurs to conduct, or prepare to conduct, emergency communications by  
means of effective outdoor antennas and support structures at reasonable  
heights and dimensions for the purpose in residential areas. 
The Secretary of Homeland Security shall utilize the expertise of the ARRL  
and shall seek information from private and public sectors for the study. 
  
The bill currently has five co-sponsors: Madeleine Bordallo (Guam), Mary Jo  
Kilroy (D-OH), Zoe Lofgren (D-CA), Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO) and Bennie  
Thompson (D-MS). Representative Thompson currently serves as Chairman of the  
Committee on Homeland Security. Representatives Jackson-Lee, Lofgren and  
Kilroy are members of that committee. 
  
"We understand that Representative Jackson-Lee was very impressed with the  
radio amateurs she encountered on a visit to an Emergency Operations Center  
in Houston during Hurricane Ike last September," said ARRL Chief Executive  
Officer David Sumner, K1ZZ. "We are grateful to her and to the five original  
co-sponsors for their support of Amateur Radio and the encouragement that  
their bill offers." 
  
ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, concurred: "We are excited to have  
Representative Sheila Jackson-Lee introduce HR 2160. It is extremely  
encouraging to have the support of a number of original co-sponsors --  
including several members of the House Homeland Security Committee -- who  
recognize the importance of Amateur Radio's long history of public service." 
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DX News 
Larry Elkin NY5L – Vice President  

Propagation 
          May 2009 
 
The sunspot reports I have received for the last month are generally the same-- little or 
nothing to really brag about. There was a brief, very brief cycle 24 sunspot observed a couple 
of weeks ago for a few hours but other than that, mostly nothing! All the numbers for 
different indexes and measurements generally still indicate we are near or still at the bottom 
of the cycle. There have been some magnetic storm activity observed but even those storms 
are not serious. During the last week of April, there has been a great deal of electrical storm 
noise observed between 20 and 160 meters. I did not pay any attention to the other HF bands 
since there was nothing coming through anyway.  The noise reminded me that the summer 
electrical storm season has begun so pull out your instruction manuals to learn how to use 
your noise and signal filters! 
 
Things will get better!!! 
 
Larry 
NY5L 
 

DX’g  
May 2009 

 
On the bands, 20 meters is observed with openings mainly from late afternoon through after 
sunset until around 0600 UTC. I have heard Russia on 20 meters and Italy on 40 meters. Now 
that international broadcasters have vacated 7.1 to 7.2 MHz., 40 meters is really “easy on the 
ears” in this segment of the band. Also, for those who might want to go retro, I have heard 
AM hams operating around 7.16 MHz. In the evening, 75/80 meters is usually very active 

with both domestic and foreign hams being heard.  17 meters is not too good at this time but 
never ignore checking this band. 15, 12 and 10 meter bands  are poor at best.   6 meters is 

still a few months away from possibly performing its’ “magic”. 
 
Keep tuning carefully and listening, the rare stations are out there! 
 
Larry 
NY5L 
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SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
3rd Saturday of the month at noon. Location of meeting is the Albuquerque 
Police NW Command – 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from Cibola High 
School). 
 
Breakfast Social 
4th Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
At the Golden Corral on Alameda. (Note new day for the Breakfast)  
 
Coffee at Flying Star 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
Breakfast at Flying Star 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd across the street 
from The Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales 
Rd. 
 
 

HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) Net Control Coordinator. 
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INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS 

 
PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THE TWO REPEATERS THAT ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR CLUB USE  (NOTE SOME ADDITIONAL INFO) . 
 
Fred Lete (KC5IPK) would like to let our members know that our club is 
welcome to use his repeater. It is located at his home in Rio Rancho near 
Intel and has very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque area. The 
frequency is 442.750 Mhz with a PL of 162.2 hertz. This repeater is also 
solar powered and Fred has incorporated battery backup to his system. If 
you would like more info on his system, you may call him at 892-0380 or 
on his cell phone at 261-7464. 
 
Also, the 224.480 Mhz repeater is now up and running at the same 
location, also affording very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque 
area. My system now has IRLP (the Internet Radio Linking Project) 
linked to it for all of you to use and enjoy. Also, I have installed the new 
receiver to replace the original receiver, which was 22 years old. The 
added sensitivity has improved coverage greatly, especially to those of you 
using handhelds.  
 
Also, the Amateur Radio Newsline is now being broadcast on the repeater 
every Monday evening at 8:30 PM.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this system, contact Jerry – K6LIE at 
771-1323. 
 
Please consider supporting the club use of these systems that are available 
to all of you. They constitute much work and personal expense in setting 
up and maintaining them and are provided simply for the love of our 
hobby. It would be great to see our net or other activity on these systems. I 
think I can speak for Fred and certainly for myself when I say that the 
club truly has two very useful repeaters to use and enjoy. 
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NEW RAG CHEWERS NET ON 224.480 MHZ!! 

(Just what we need—another net!) 
 
Join in on the fun! The 220 Mhz Rag Chewers Net meets every Wednesday 
evening at 8:30 PM. We have a great time simply rag chewing, as the name 
implies. You can join us on the repeater. If you don’t have 220 gear (really?), 
you can still join us by going on the 442.475 Mhz (PL 100) Sandia Crest 
repeater and, using your touch tone pad, dialing  IRLP Reflector #9221. On 2 
meters, you can use the KB5GAS system. 
 
We have had regular check ins from Nevada, New York, Washington, 
California and even Australia at times and we are growing.  
 
Hope you can make it! Best 73. 
 
Jerry….K6LIE 
224.480 Mhz Open Repeater Serving all of the greater Albuquerque Area. 
IRLP Node #3285 
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
May 2009 

 
Saturday, May 16 th   
Club Meeting at the   

Albq Police Station – 
4051 Ellison Ave NW 
 (across from 
Cibola High School) 
 

Saturday, May 23 th   
 BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at the Golden 

Corral on Alemeda. 
 

Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across 
the street from 

Sunflower Market 
 

Every Thursday at 8 
am NMHDARC 

Breakfast at The 
Flying Star at Hwy 528 
& Corrales Rd across 

the street from 
Sunflower Market 

 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL.  
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please 
contact Jim Hunter, KE5IPR our net control coordinator to sign up. 
We have several openings in January and February. Jim can be 
reached via e-mail at hunterabq@comcast.net , or by phone at 
505 897-2939. 

 
         The list of Net Control operators for April:  

  May 7              Kathey Meland 
May 14            Frank Warren 

                     May 21            Open 
                     May 28            Jim Hunter 
 
If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
fwarrensr@earthlink.net You are welcome to use their radios at 
their home and take net control. This is great practice for talking on 
the radio. Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank 
teaches a lot of courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

REMINDERS 

Travel Log Program For Next Meeting. 

Amateur Radio Newsline – Monday evenings at 8:30 – 
224.480 Mhz repeater. 

Breakfast Social On The 4th Saturday Of The Month. 

220 Mhz Rag Chewers Net On The 224.480 Mhz 
Repeater Every Wednesday At 8:30 PM.  
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CONTESTS FOR MAY 2009 
                        

       DATE  EVENT      INFO 

 
 9 - 10           ARMED FORCES COMM TEST                 www.netcom.army.mil/mars                       

          9 - 10         CQ-M INTERNATIONAL DC CONTEST     www.cq-m.andys.ru 

 9 - 10         50 MHZ SPRING SPRINT             www.sysadnet.com/vhfsprintrules.htm 

 16 - 17        EU PSK DX CONTEST                               www.eu.srars.org 

 16 – 17          ALL AMERICAN CONTEST            www.powerline.com.br/cwjf/eng4.htm 

 30 – 31         CQ WPX CONTEST                         www.cqwpx.com 

      30 – 31         KIDS ROUNDUP                          kidsroundupcontesr.w3vpr.org 

  

 

 
OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 

AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 
• They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 

W5CSY  which has 2 meter on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both 
repeaters require a 100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each 
month from October through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church 8600 Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

• The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic , making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

• Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
• ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They 

meet at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank & I-40 next to the Owl Cafe. All Hams are 
welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the business/program 
starts at 7pm 

• The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 
one of ASXA’s founding members. 

• Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-
3554 
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ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
• Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
• If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
• The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
• Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
• Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
• Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
• This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

• They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 

 
 

UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
• The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 

July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  
• The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 

in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 
• Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 

146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 


