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Hello to all.  
 
Congratulations to Larry Elkin, NY5L, for being 
elected Vice President for a second term and 
Patricia Nekorance, KE5MJK as our new Treasurer.  
Both were unanimously elected by the HDARC 
members at our February meeting. 
  
Our guest speakers this month were  
Don Wood, W5FHA, the Section Manager for ARRL 
and Tom Swisstack, Candidate for Mayor of Rio 
Rancho.  
                                                                              
Don talked about the concerns  
of bringing new members into the Amateur Radio 
community, especially younger  
people. Also, the possibility of setting up a 
demonstration of Ham radio at local schools and  
how an interest in radio can lead to career 
opportunities. Don also said that Ray Herne, N5LIV, 
ARRL Public Information Coordinator  
can help local Ham clubs in getting events 
published in local media.  
 
Tom Swisstack presented ideas on how local radio  
operators could help educate kids who are in need 
of guidance to keep them off the streets and keep 
their interests in school. 
 
It looks like our club breakfast social in March will 
be our last at JB's on Hwy 528 in Rio Rancho. The 
word is they will be closing their doors in April.  
Mary at JB's will be working the Murphy's Mule 
Barn on 2nd St. We will check it out before our April 
breakfast and see how it is. Otherwise it looks like 
back to Santa Ana Star Casino on Hwy 550 for 
now.   
 
 Take care and Drive carefully  
 
 73, Bob Swigert  K0RGS  
( Editor’s note – Since writing this, Bob found out 
that JB’s will be closing in March before our 
breakfast. So we will be holding our breakfast 
socials at the Santa Ana Casino until further notice.) 
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OFFICER REPORTS 
 

 
 

HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MINUTES 
 

February 16, 2008   

 
The Club meeting was held at our temporary location at the DPS building on Quantum 

Road in Rio Rancho.  The meeting was called to order by President Bob Swigert K0RGS, at 
1:14  PM, with member introductions.  There were three guests: Mike Walker KB8NSS, Don 
Wood W5FHA, and Tom Swisstack, candidate for Mayor of Rio Rancho.   Bob thanked Rick 
Bassi for providing our meeting place.  Rick suggested that the Club might want to check 
with the recently reopened Esther Bone branch library on Southern Boulevard for meeting 
opportunities, but that the DPS building could continue to provide a meeting location for the 
Club.  Bob announced that Paul Richey AG3B has a new call sign, WO5K.   

There was no drawing this month. 
Don Wood W5FHA is our Section Manager for ARRL.  He told the Club members of 

ARRL’s concern for bringing new and younger hams into the radio community, and of 
ARRL making its assistance available to local clubs who want to participate, especially in 
education of the public and young people.  ARRL has appointed a Public Information 
Coordinator, Ray Herne N5LIV, to assist Club public information officers in getting events 
into the media.  Don also discussed other ways in which ARRL will help local clubs.   

Tom Swisstack, candidate for Mayor of Rio Rancho, presented ways in which local 
radio operators can help and educate kids who are in need, and described a detention pilot 
project for such children.  He also stressed the need for community groups to work together 
with schools for children’s needs, not just leaving problems up to the schools to solve. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Club elections were held for Vice President and Treasurer.  Incumbent Vice President 
Larry Elkin NY5L was elected by a unanimous show of hands to continue in that office, and 
Patricia Nekoranec KE5MJK was also unanimously elected by a show of hands.  Neither 
candidate was opposed.   
 Duane Schneider K5DLS told the membership of the upcoming DPS Citizen Police 
Academy that is scheduled to start March 6th.  Rick Bassi announced that Tuesday night 
CERT classes will be starting soon, and that there is a Weapons of Mass Destruction training 
class on April 3rd.  
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OLD BUSINESS 

Marie Swigert KE5JIV presented ideas for additional gatherings and Club meeting 
speakers that had been generated at the Sewing Group, which met on February 10th.   

The January Secretary’s Report (minutes) was made available by  
means of copies at this meeting.  These minutes are published monthly on our Club web site.  
Charles Tasker K6MAZ motioned that the membership accept the January minutes.  That 
motioned was seconded by Marie Swigert KE5JIV and John Clark KK7V.  The minutes were 
accepted by majority vote. 

Doris Murdock volunteered to bring snacks for the next meeting, scheduled for March 
15th.    

Charles K6MAZ motioned for this meeting to adjourn with Marie KE5JIV seconding.  
The meeting was adjourned at 2:38 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 Treasurer's Report  
February 2008  

   Current balance                                                       $881.99  
 
       Withdrawals        
 
   `        QTH.com  Renew NM5HD web Site            -$59.40  
                                  Ref. Check #1053   
            QTH.com  Renew web domain                     -$10.45  
                                  Ref.  Check #1054   
                                                                                         ________  
                                                         Balance                    $812.14  
 
             By Acting Treasurer  Bob Swigert  K0RGS   
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 
As noted in this column last month, I am intending to install my 224.48 Mhz 
repeater at Fred Lete’s (KC5IPK) home. Just an update to let you know that I 
have had the repeater, antenna, duplexer, power amplifier and power supplies 
shipped from it’s former location in Washington State. I received all the 
equipment a couple of weeks ago, with the exception of 2 pass cavities that 
apparently were left at the mountain site where the repeater resided. I say 
“apparently” left at the site because no one can find them! I won’t know for sure 
until the spring thaw hits East Tiger Mountain east of Seattle at 3200 feet. There 
is somewhere between 6 and 12 feet of snow up there, or so I am told. Anyway, I 
do need those cavities to make the system operate properly, so this definitely is a 
set back. I will try to get the system working using some homebrew coax notch 
filters if all else fails. Also, I had hoped to get together with Fred to do some 
testing of the equipment and make sure everything is working properly, but I 
have been babysitting my grandson more that I thought I would the last couple of 
weeks and have not been able to devote time to the project. To make matters 
worse, I leave for Beijing, China on March 2nd for a week for technical training 
regarding the 2008 summer Olympics. When I get back, we will be moving to our 
new home in Bernalillo!…..how is this for timing?!! 
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Anyway, I will try to make some time after returning from Beijing on March 8th.  
I really am hoping to get the system up and running as soon as I can. I will keep 
you all posted. 
 
73 and hope all of you can attend the March meeting! 
 
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE 
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
505 891-192 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
Saturday, March 15th at 1:00 PM, Rio Rancho Public Safety Building, 
Quantum Road. Use the side entrance. 
 
Breakfast Social 
2nd Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
Santa Ana Casino – Hwy 550 at Hwy 528.   
 
Coffee at The Market Café 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM at Alameda (HWY 528) and Corrales Rd in the 
Sunflower Market shopping center. 
 
Breakfast at The Market Café 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM at Alameda (HWY 528) and Corrales 
Rd in the Sunflower Market Shopping Center. 
 

HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) Net Control Coordinator. 
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DX News 

Larry Elkin, Vice President, NY5L   
�

3/08�
First, remember the ARRL International DX Contest (Phone) to start off March on a good DX note! 
(Check the ARRL website for information on the contest). Even though all contests are not 
necessarily meant for DX’g, you can add to your country count during a contest just by searching 
the bands for countries you need while helping contesters add to their contest point totals.�
 �
With the warm weather coming, I want to discuss two important dates coming up within the next 
few months; Kids Day (June 21) and Field Day (June 28, 29). The HDARC will be announcing the 
location(s) and other specifics for these two events within the next month or so. But, how does 
DX’g come into play during both of these public events? When the kids participate in these events 
they could really be surprised to talk to someone in another part of New Mexico or, possibly 
someone from the other side of the world. Our Kid’s Day event is usually set-up like a Field Day 
operation. So during both events our club demonstrates the importance of operating in an 
emergency mode “off the grid” and in place of normal commercial communications systems.   
 �
Now, here is the $64,000 question. Do you know how to set up a field day station in order to be 
operational in less than two hours and communicate without the use of land-line or cell-phones, or 
ham repeaters?  This is an important question for recently licensed hams who may also be First 
Responders. Think about how you would communicate if the UHF and VHF repeaters were down 
as well as telephone networks! HF DX’g in an emergency may become necessary. Could you 
quickly set-up an HF station to communicate with the outside world?  �
 �
We would like to have volunteers from our newly licensed Tech. Hams join other HDARC members 
with our families on these two special operating weekend events to learn how to set-up and 
operate outside the norm of commercial communication and power networks and with no V/UHF 
repeaters.  We all passed an FCC exam, but how many of us really understand the practical 
aspects of operating out-of-the-norm?  Naturally, after we set-up and become operational you can 
operate on any HF bands besides 10 meters since “control operators” will be on hand who are 
General, Advanced, and Extra class licensees. You, as well as the kids, can do some real DX’g! �
 �
We hope you can join us for these Family Friendly events. �
 �
Preliminary information about both weekends is available by attending one of our events as listed 
on our calendar in this newsletter.   We hope you and your family can join us.�
 �
73’s and happy DX’g�
 �
Larry  NY5L�
  
�
 �
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NEW CLUB MONTHLY DX CONTEST! 

�
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73 – Larry NY5L  
 �

 
INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS 

 
Fred Lete (KC5IPK) would like to let our members know that our club is 
welcome to use his repeater. It is located at his home in Rio Rancho near Intel 
and has very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque area. Also covers up to 
the Santa Fe area. The frequency is 442.750 Mhz with a PL of 162.2 hertz. If you 
would like more info on his system, you may call him at 892-0380 or on his cell 
phone at 261-7464. 
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Net control operators for March.�
 �
            March 06         Kathey Meland – WB6JAN�
            March 13         Kennie Warren – W5KLW�
            March 20         Kathey Meland – WB6JAN�
            March 27         Jim Hunter – KE5IPR 
 
If you would like to be an HDARC Net Control Operator for any upcoming 
month, please contact:�
�

�-�L�P���+�X�Q�W�H�U���-�L�P���+�X�Q�W�H�U���-�L�P���+�X�Q�W�H�U���-�L�P���+�X�Q�W�H�U���¦�¦�¦�¦���.�(���,�3�5���.�(���,�3�5���.�(���,�3�5���.�(���,�3�5��������

High Desert ARC�
Net Control Coordinator �
505.897.2939 (H)�
505. 259-3551 (Cell)�
��

 

 
WANT TO BECOME AN AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR OR UPGRADE TO 

GENERAL? 
I 

����������	
������
���������� �
______________________________________�

As a Licensed Ham Radio Operator You Get To �

·       Serve Your Community�

·       Talk To Other Hams On The Radio�

·       Meet New Friends 
�

The High Desert Amateur Radio Club of NM will be holding a 
 course where ��� �������������	��
����
�
�����������
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Classes Begin in April for the Technician and the General 
Amateur radio license preparation. Dates and class times may be 
learned by Contacting Alecia West  at 505-224-5204 at CNMCC 
WTC. 
Registration is required.  Online registration can be done at 
www.cnm.edu/campus/wtc  or  505-224-5200. 
 
For more information please contact:�

Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ�

505-962-9212�
505-270-7142�
ab5wj@arrl.com 
�

�

FOR SALE 
 

I HAVE A KENWOOD TS-50 WITH 500HZ CW FILTER , ORIGINAL 
BOX AND MANUAL, MIC, MOBILE MOUNT, AND HARDWARE. TH IS 
UNIT IS FROM A NONSMOKING SHACK AND IS IN VERY GOOD  
CONDITION. THE PRICE IS $475. I CAN BE CONTACTED AT THE 
FOLLOWING: 
 
STEVE TRIMBLE 
K5DJH 
PHONE: 891-0094 
k5djh@earthlink.net 
 
�
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Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) has a new ICOM 706Mk II all Mode Transceiver  
for sale. Brand new, in box with the remote mountin g kit. “Won it and 
it’s been on the shelf ever since”. $900 new, but will sell for $800 . 
 
Jim Hunter KE5IPR 
(505) 897-2939�
(505)259-3551 
 

*************************************************** ************************************  

Paul Richey (WO5K) has a new MFJ-1778 G5RV Antenna for sale. Price is 
$25. 

Contact Paul at 301-1783(Cell)          

                                   

�

EDUCATIONAL NEWS 
 

JOE MURDOCK (W5IN) ASKED ME  “WHAT IS THE IRLP MODE?”  SO I THOUGHT AN 
EXPLINATION OF THE MODE WOULD BE A GOOD TOPIC FOR THIS MONTHS 
EDUCATIONAL NEWS.  
 
IRLP STANDS FOR “INTERNET RADIO LINKING PROJECT”.  IT IS A SYSTEM WHERE YOU 
CAN CONNECT A REPEATER OR SIMPLEX SYSTEM TO OTHER IRLP SYSTEMS THROUGH 
OUT THE WORLD.  IT USES THE INTERNET AS A WAY OF CONNECTING YOUR VHF/UHF 
RADIO OR REPEATER TO OTHER IRLP SYSTEMS (NODES) BY TOUCH TONING A 4 DIGIT 
CODE. FOR INSTANCE, THE NODE NUMBER OF MY SYSTEM IS 3285. IF YOU WERE IN A 
DISTANT CITY THAT HAS A REPEATER OR SIMPLEX IRLP SYSTEM AND YOU WANTED TO 
CONTACT YOUR HDARC FRIENDS HERE IN THE ALBUQUERQUE AREA, YOU WOULD 
SIMPLY IDENTIFY YOURSELF AND TOUCH TONE ‘3285’ AT THE FAR END SYSTEM. THIS 
WOULD CONNECT YOU TO MY REPEATER HERE IN RIO RANCHO (WHEN I GET IT UP AND 
RUNNING) AND ALLOW YOU TO TALK TO YOUR FRIENDS HERE IN THIS AREA. WHEN 
FINISHED, YOU WOULD SIMPLY TOUCH TONE “73” TO DISCONNECT THE NODE AND 
RETURN THE SYSTEM TO NORMAL OPERATION.  
 
I HAVE REPRINTED A PORTION OF AN ARTICLE HERE FROM THE IRLP WEBSITE 
(www.irlp.net��
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TYPICAL REPEATER IRLP NODE 
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ECOM NEWS 
Frank Warren Sr, AB5WJ.  RACES Officer, City of Albuquerque 

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS INFORMATION 
 

 
NO NEW INORMATION THIS MONTH  
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INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION NETWORK REQUEST 

 

 
ARISS TEAM LOOKING FOR GROUND STATIONS  

 
 
Do you want to be part of the international network of ground stations that help 
support Amateur Radio on the International Space Station 
(ARISS) operations? ARISS is looking to add numerous ground stations capable 
of relaying ISS Amateur Radio sessions with schools and also serve as back-up 
communications relays should they be needed. Locations all over the world will be 
considered, but the greatest need for stations is in Central America, South 
America, Falkland Islands, Western Australia, Canada and Alaska.  
The following are guidelines for stations wanting to be considered: 
Third Party agreement with United States or waiver from their telecom agency; 
ability to speak and understand English; minimal horizon obstructions; 24/7 
access and availability of station; operator(s) willing to support scheduled contacts 
at various times; phone patch; AZ/EL tracking satellite system, preferably an auto 
tracking system with the capability for manual override; multi-element Yagis for 2 
meters and 70 cm (circular polarization preferred); pre-amps and transmit output 
greater than 70 W. If you can specify your station's EIRP and receive sensitivity 
(thereby taking into account cable losses, pre-amps and antenna gain), it would 
be greatly appreciated.  
Stations that can support the following will be given special consideration, but 
these items are not required: Auto Doppler adjustment of frequencies; ability to 
speak and understand languages other than English; 1.2 and 2.4 GHz satellite 
hardware; Packet; SSTV; Digital ATV; redundant power system, and high-speed 
Internet.  
If you or your club would like to be considered for selection as one of the new ARISS ground stations, 
send an e-mail <ARISS-telebridge@amsat.org> to ARISS with details about your station and contact 
information. -- Information provided by Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, ARISS International Chairman. 
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
March 

 
Saturday, March 8 

*BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at The Santa 
Ana Casino. Hwy 528 

at Hwy 550. 
 

Saturday, March 15 
Club Meeting, 1 pm, 
Rio Rancho Public 

Safety Building, 
Quantum Road. Use 

side entrance. 
 
Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Market 
Café next to the Sun 

Flower Market on 
Alameda. 

 
Every Thursday at 8 

am NMHDARC 
Breakfast at the 

Market Café next to 
the Sun Flower Market 

on Alameda. 
 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL.  
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please 
contact Jim Hunter, KE5IPR our net control coordinator to sign up. 
We have several openings in January and February. Jim can be 
reached via e-mail at hunterabq@comcast.net , or by phone at 
505 897-2939. 

 
The list of Net Control operators for March: 
 
            March 06         Kathey Meland – WB6JAN�
            March 13         Kennie Warren – W5KLW�
            March 20         Kathey Meland – WB6JAN�
            March 27         Jim Hunter – KE5IPR 
 
 
 
If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
fwarrensr@earthlink.net You are welcome to use their radios at 
their home and take net control. This is great practice for talking on 
the radio. Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank 
teaches a lot of courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

NEED BATTERIES?   
 The High Desert Radio Club now has an open commercial 

account at   Batteries Plus at 400 San Mateo Blvd., Albuquerque. 
The West side store   has been closed for about a year.  

 Members will receive the commercial discount for all store 
products.   Duracell Procell batteries are sold only by the box or 

case lots.  Just let the clerk know that you have an account under 
HDARC.   This is a cash only  account, payment can be made 

using credit cards, personal checks or cash.  You can disregard 
the request for a PO number or if you wish you can   use your call 

sign.    Bob Swigert    K0RGS 
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OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY  which has 2 meter on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both 
repeaters require a 100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each 
month from October through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church 8600 Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic , making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They 

meet in the meeting room at the Flying Star Café at Silver and 8th SW. All Hams 
are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 
business/program starts at 7pm 

· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 
one of ASXA’s founding members. 

· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-
3554 

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
· The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
· Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
· Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
· Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
· This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

· They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 
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UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
· The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 

July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  
· The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 

in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 
· Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 

146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 

 

 
Ladies Sewing & Social Group 

�

�

The next Ladies Sewing and Social group meeting will be held  
on the second Saturday in March at 1:00 PM after the club breakfast at the Santa 
Ana Casino. Contact Serena or Marie Swigert 994-9114. 
�

�

HAM CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2008 
���������	�
	��
��	�
����	�	�����	

 

March �  �
1� ARRL International DX Contest—Phone�

2� ARRL International DX Contest—Phone�

8� North American RTTY Sprint �

9� Daylight Saving Time Begins�
22� CQ WW WPX SSB Contest�
23� CQ WW WPX SSB Contest�

�

�

�


