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Out with the old – in with the new.  Happy New Year to everyone and welcome 
to 2010. Another year has past and HDARC is well and in good health. We are 
looking forward to a great year in the coming months and some new ideas for 
guest speakers at the meetings as well some new projects for the club that all 
members can participate with. Our editor Jerry Aceto K6LIE will be heading to 
Canada to once again work on broadcasting the Winter Olympics in February 
and bringing some great pictures back and giving us a great meeting session on 
what went on up there this year. Stay warm Jerry and hope to hear from you 
now and then on IRLP.  
February once again comes up with elections for officers. Vice President and 
Treasurer. Larry Elkin NY5L has once again elected to run for Vice President. 
Our treasurer Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK will drop out this year in that position. 
Pat has done a fantastic job as Treasurer and Bob Nieri K5UKA has stepped up 
to run as the new treasurer for the next two years. Bill Firth KE5TOB has also 
volunteered to take over the open position on the Board of Directors. I thank 
everyone who has volunteered and is running for their dedication to the club.  
I have resigned my staff positions with Navy MARS after about 7 years in those 
positions and will settle down to just a member for the future in that 
organization. More time to devote to my local pursuits now. MARS has been 
changed to an Auxiliary from an Affiliated organization by the Department of 
Defense (DOD) in November. It is also actively recruiting amateurs who would 
like to be a member of any of the three MARS organizations, Air Force, Army 
and Navy/Marine Corp.  
A note to those aspiring to become amateurs. The new Technician question pool  
is expected to be released to the general public in January 2010. It will take 
affect on July 1st 2010. I have two classes scheduled with the Central New 
Mexico Community College, Workforce Training Center in March. One 
Technician class and one General class to follow. Dates can be obtained by 
going on line to CNMCC for the spring catalog and we are listed under the 
Public Service Section of the catalog.  
So to all the members of HDARC, once again welcome to the new year, Stay 
safe and healthy and look for you all at our meetings and other functions as 
listed in this news letter. Remember our web site is �����������	�  and our 
calendar of events is located there.  See you all at the meeting on January 16th. 
73. 
Frank – AB5WJ  
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  SECRETARY/TREASUR REPORT
 

HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MINUTES 
December 19, 2009 

   
The Club meeting was called to order by President Frank Warren AB5WJ at 12:05 

PM, with member introductions.  There were 26 people in attendance, including three guests: 
Greg and Roxanne Kopaka, who are considering becoming amateur radio operators, and Curt 
Bramble N6FNK.  Curt decided to become a Club member this afternoon.  Also in 
attendance was Lance Hurt KF5EIK, another new member.  There was a presentation by 
Club member George Key W5YZ, who spoke about Contesting, and the many ways that 
operators can compete for contacts and awards from ARRL.  George also explained how Log 
Book of the World works, and what it takes to get one’s name and record of radio activities 
into it. 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 President Frank Warren AB5WJ reported that the Senate has passed legislation making 
it illegal for homeowner associations, etc. to place restrictions on antennas, and that this is 
backed by Homeland Security.  The bill now has to go through the House.  Frank reported 
further that this year’s Holiday Party at Alegria Clubhouse was a success, and stated that later 
today we would vote on whether or not to reserve the Clubhouse right away for next year’s 
party. 
 The Vice President’s Report was given by Larry Elkin NY5L.  He stated that our 
schedule for next year’s Balloon Fiesta Special Events Station would need to follow the 
schedule set by the Fiesta Committee.  In other words, we cannot be operating there if the 
Fiesta is closed.  They clear the field of everyone.  He added that we need to have more 
newer operators trying their HF skills there.  We were moved to a new and better location 
this year.  Frank stated that, if the Special Events Station does not get more volunteer 
operators this year, we will have to cut back on our days and/or hours of operation. 
 The Secretary’s Report is in the form of the previous meeting’s minutes, which are 
accessible in the monthly newsletter and emailed to each member.  Kathey Meland WB6JAN 
reported that, but brought an extra copy of the November minutes for anyone to read.  Bill 
Firth KE5TOB moved to approve the minutes, and that was seconded by Fred Lete KC5IPK. 
 The Treasurer’s Report was given by Treasurer Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK.  She reported 
that the balance in the Club account as of today was $910.87. 
 Jim Hunter NM5JH had no report from the Club Board of Directors.  As Net Control 
Coordinator, he announced that here will be no Net on Thursday Christmas Eve, or on New 
Year’s Eve.  He stressed the need for more volunteers to do the Nets.  The next Net will be 
January 7th. 
 Jerry Aceto K6LIE reported as Public Information Officer, he is working with KNME 
Public Television to obtain for us a tour of the KNME studio.  He expressed thanks to 
KNME executive Jim Gale KB5NAT for his presentation to the Club last month.  Jerry said 
he would be leaving us on January 11th through the 3rd of March to work with the Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver, BC.  
 Kennie Warren W5KLW reported that the Club now has 69 licensed members and 4 
auxiliary members.  She explained the different categories of membership in the Club.  The 
Ladies Lunch is scheduled for Saturday, January 30th, and that the Ladies will be in charge of 
arranging the Holiday Party next year.  There was unanimous approval to have this party at 
Alegria on December 11th.  That motion was made by Fred Lete KC5IPK, and seconded by 
Larry Elkin NY5L.    
  
OLD BUSINESS 
 Frank announced that the QSL mailings are almost complete, and that a meeting will 
be scheduled after the holidays, in order to choose a picture for the new QSL cards.    Also, 
he announced that there are two Club offices which will come up for election in February 
2010.  One is Vice President.  Larry Elkin NY5L has decided to run again.  The other office 
is Treasurer.  Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK has decided not to run again.   
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NEW BUSINESS 
 John Clark KK7V reminded the membership to use the BCC button when sending 
emails, especially mass emails.     
      
 This meeting was adjourned at 1:52 PM by President Frank Warren, after a motion to 
adjourn was made by Bill Firth and seconded by Fred Lete. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN                                                
Secretary  
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Hope you all had a terrific holiday season. Hope 2010 is a good year for us all! 
 
I will be in Vancouver, Canada working the 2010 Winter Olympics from January 10 thru 
March 3rd. So, unfortunately, I will miss the January and February meetings.  
 
I will, however, publish the clubs newsletter from Vancouver in February, barring any 
unforeseen circumstances. This will be the clubs 2nd international edition, the first being from 
Beijing, China. I hope to include a few pictures and some items regarding the technical side 
of these broadcasts. My responsibility this time around will be managing the satellite up and 
down links necessary for international distribution of the video/audio signals. Should be 
interesting. I’ve never been a manager before! 
 
I also will be on the internet, so feel free to e-mail me at my normal e-mail address 
(jaceto@q.com) if you have articles, for sale items, or anything you think would be of 
interest to the club members. I will be logged onto Skype when I am on the net. If you see 
me, give me a call. If my work schedule permits, I may be able to join the breakfast group via 
Skype. Bob Nieri N5UKA mentioned that he could bring his laptop to breakfast. I will let 
him know if my work schedule will allow me to join you. 
 
Lastly, I will attempt to use the IRLP system while in Vancouver. I will have my triband 
handheld with me and hope to check into the 220 Rag Chewers Net on Wednesday evenings, 
again, schedule permitting. If any of you monitor the 442.475 Mhz repeater or the KB5GAS 
repeater, both on the crest, I will access these IRLP systems, along with my own repeater 
(224.480) from time to time to see if any of you are around. I guess I could use the phone, but 
that would not be nearly as much fun as ham radio, even if it is using the internet! 
 
So hope to work you on 2 meters, 220 or 440 in the next 7 weeks! 
 
73   
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE                        
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
771-1323 
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  MYTH BUSTING AT ARRL
 

Paul Barrow – NM5ZD/VE6ATS 
 
Fifty years is a long time to have a mental image of some place you have never been. That is how long I have 
been thinking about what it would be like to actually see W1AW. This fall I had the opportunity to dispel 
some of the myths that had built up in my mind about W1AW and the ARRL HQ. Some of the myth busting 
turns out to be very good news for hams who live in residential environments. 
 
I had forgotten that during those years the ARRL headquarters had actually moved into a  
“new” facility, but when Vicki and I got to 225 Main St., Newington Connecticut (just SW of Hartford and 
the Samuel Clemens home which I also recommend to anyone who enjoys reading Mark Twain) the first 
impression I had was that W1AW is in the middle of a residential area and those antenna's are not the 
massive systems I had conjured up in my mind that an individual ham could not hope to have (I do think they 
were more than 35 feet tall however and I forgot to get the actual size).  From my perspective however the 
facility was not an eyesore in the neighborhood and you can see all the residential buildings that surround the 
site. 
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So much for the idea the ARRL HQ tower is huge and on a massive acreage in the country!  
 
The second impression was that the headquarters building was somewhat smaller than I had expected. That 
might be a bit of an illusion as the structures front and the landscaping tend to make the visual image outside 
of the two floor structure a bit less impressive than after one has entered and had the tour, but the overall 
impression is that the structure is about the same size of the Presbyterian Health building where the club used 
to meet. 
 
We arrived late on a Monday morning in early October. Tours are guided by local ham volunteers and ours 
was quite personal. We were the only visitors that morning. The entrance and receptionist were both quite 
pleasant and while you wait for your tour you can peruse the shelves for all manner of publications and 
paraphernalia.  There is an automatic no shipping bonus when you take it away yourself! 
 
For me the highlight of the tour was the equipment testing facility and the staffer who was there spent nearly 
15 minutes describing procedures and some of the equipment he was testing for an upcoming issue of QST. 
 
As fate would have it, that very morning I had received an e-mail that my membership needed to be renewed 
so that and some other documentation issues I thought were going to require correspondence with the FCC 
were handled by very friendly HQ staff. In fact all the people we met at HQ made us feel as comfortable as if 
we were all members of the same radio club and in a sense we are. 
 
The W1AW station is in fact in a separate building across the parking lot from the HQ building. Size wise it 
was as I had expected from the outside. Inside however was a treat. There is the spark gap system (not 
hooked to an antenna) in the entrance, and a very impressive bank of equipment for sending code practice 
signals and QSTs.  
 
 
 

 
 
Unfortunately the picture does not show that this is a spark gap station but it is and my hand is on the key. 
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Again our guide was able to devote a lot of his attention to us, but he was also dealing with the aftermath of a 
power failure and some computers that did not like the interruption to their power diet. 
 
There are at least 3 operator positions like the one depicted in the photo below all well equipped, as you   
would expect. There is WEFAX equipment and VHF/UHF positions as well as HF positions. I did not 
operate from W1AW, just did the photo-op thing as the equipment was not familiar to me and although I am 
sure I could have had our host give us the necessary run-through, we had planned to be at Mystic Seaport 
that afternoon and were running out of time. 
 

 
So if you are ever driving through Connecticut I highly recommend a stop at 225 Main St. Newington.  
 
Paul Barrow 
NM5ZD/VE6ATS 
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  NEW MEXICO QSO PARTY
 
A reminder that the 2010 New Mexico QSO Party will take place Sunday, 
February 7 from 8:00am MST until 8:00pm MST , and all Hams across New 
Mexico are invited and encouraged to participate.  Hams from across the United 
States -- and the world -- will literally be seeking out New Mexico hams on HF 
and 6 meters during the event period...with a particular emphasis on working 
hams from as many NM counties as possible.  Will your county be on the air 
during the QSO Party? 
 
This is a super event for new and experienced hams alike. Operate from the 
comfort of your home shack, or combine forces as a club effort.  Hit the road as 
a mobile station and activate counties which result in much needed multipliers 
for every participant.  Or use this event as an opportunity to introduce a new 
person to contesting or ham radio in general. 
 
This year’s event will be hosted by the Valencia County Amateur Radio 
Association.  Complete details, rules, prize information, and more can be found 
on the New Mexico QSO Party website at 
http://pages.swcp.com/~n5zgt/nmqsoparty   Please encourage hams you know 
to email the New Mexico QSO Party with what NM county they’ll be on the air 
from, even if they can operate for just a few hours. 
 
Please encourage your club members to join the airwaves on February 7, and 
help us further promote the New Mexico QSO Party by spreading the word to 
your club membership via your on-air net, newsletter, website, or email 
listserve. 
 
Thank you, and we look forward to hearing hams from every county in New 
Mexico on the bands during the 2010 New Mexico QSO Party! 
 
73,  Brian N5ZGT 
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  A HAM WITHOUT A COUNTRY

 
FROM THE ARRL WEBSITE  

 
By Thayer K. Miller, N3TM (ex WA3EFH)  

thayermiller@hotmail.com  
December 11, 2009 

 
     The true story of a shanghaied ham and his radio rescue. 

  
In the fall of 1973 I received a telegram from a ship owner in Miami that he had a ship stranded in 
Singapore because they had lost the radio operator and he wondered if I could help them out. He asked 
me to call him, which I did. “How do you know I’m the person you want? You don’t know me.” I said. 
“I heard that you have a First Class Commercial license and also an Extra class ham license. That’s 
good enough for me. You’re the man we want. How soon can you report to Miami? It will be a 6 month 
trip.” 
“I don’t have a passport.” I told him. 
“In an emergency you don’t need a passport to join your ship. Your seaman papers will do. When you 
come to Miami we’ll fix you up with your Panamanian seaman papers and that won’t be a problem.” 
I got my things together and flew to Miami where I met the ship owner. He agreed to pay me $300 a 
month with the first month’s wages to be paid then and the balance at the end of the trip. I was taken to 
the Panamanian consulate where I was interviewed by the consul, examined, granted a photo ID and 
licensed as radio officer and mate. I was booked to leave for Singapore that evening. 
They packed a cardboard box of engine parts for the ship (hard to get fuel filter bowls) plus a large 
envelope packet for me to give to the captain. I was also given a letter to carry with me from the ship 
owner stating that I was in emergency transit without a passport to join the ship. When I asked about 
my $300 he told me he had already put it in the sealed packet that I was taking with me and the captain 
would give it to me when I got to Singapore. I was told the packet contained checks worth several 
hundred thousand dollars for the ship’s payroll plus other documents and instructions for the captain. 
A Bad Start 
My plane was over 2 hours late leaving Miami, so in Los Angeles I missed the connecting flight to 
Taipei. I was rebooked on a later flight through Tokyo and Hong Kong. At Hong Kong I unexpectedly 
had to go through immigration although I was in transit. There they made a fuss because I didn’t have a 
passport. I was grilled by some big shots in uniform, then held as a suspected spy awaiting further 
action. 
Two days later I managed to get to a telephone and called the US consulate to tell them my situation. 
They said to sit tight and they would get back to me. Eventually I was picked up and taken to the 
consulate where I got a temporary passport that would expire when I boarded the ship in Singapore. 
Because of the circumstances I was told it was very exceptional to get it. They commented that my 
USAF MARS ID card clinched their verification of my identity as it was a federal document. I had also 
produced my driver’s license, WA3EFH ham license and my Panamanian seaman’s papers and photo 
ID. 
At the airport I was held in a barred cell under armed guard, then escorted onto the plane leaving for 
Singapore. The Hong Kong police told me I was to be the last one to board and they would stand by 
until they saw it take off with me on it. 
At Singapore I took a taxi to the pier and then a bumboat (water taxi) to the ship. It was almost 
midnight. Even then the stillness of the equatorial heat was very oppressive. I reached the ship and 
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climbed up the side on the rope ladder while my flight bag, attaché case and box of engine parts were 
winched up by some of the crew. The packet of stuff for the captain was in my attaché case. I met the 
captain and after our initial chat I handed him his packet. I mentioned that I was to get $300. 
“I’ll look through this in the morning. It’s late now.” A crewmember took me to my quarters and I was 
glad I finally made it after all my problems to get there. 
The captain had been instructed to set sail upon my arrival so the next morning was full of activity. The 
ship was 179 feet in length, powered by two diesel-electric engines. Its cargo was some wealthy 
passengers on a world expedition. 
Weighing Anchor 
We left Singapore headed for Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. As we cleared the Strait of Malacca we changed 
course for Port Victoria in the Seychelles due to concerns about the political turmoil in Sri Lanka. I 
frequently asked the captain about my $300 but he didn’t seem to ever have time to talk about it. I soon 
suspected something wasn’t right. At Miami I was told I wouldn’t need any spending money as I would 
get $300 when I boarded the ship. So far that wasn’t panning out. 
The ship’s ham station was an SBE-33 transceiver with an SB-1LA amplifier 1200 W PEP to a Hy-
Gain 14AVQ vertical antenna. I kept schedules with my brother Lyle, WA3EFI, back home on 20 
meters USB. His 6 element quad at 80 feet with maximum power could get us through interference and 
static. I started contacting hams in the Seychelles. The captain wanted information on docking 
procedures and weather conditions there and I wanted to know more about the place. In my free time I 
worked the band, all DX. It was convenient that Lyle could get on the phone every day with Miami and 
relay information for us, if necessary. 
After a month of engine trouble we arrived at Port Victoria. Some of the hams there were American 
civilians working at the US Air Force satellite tracking station on the main island of Mahe. Dick, 
VQ9D, was a single navy veteran from Newport News, Virginia. Carl, VQ9R, also a navy veteran, had 
worked at the tracking station but married a local woman and now had a business. Luckily, he was from 
Pittsburgh and very familiar with my home town. 
Earlier the captain had said he would call Miami when we got to Port Victoria and ask about my $300. 
Upon our arrival there he went to the Cable and Wireless office to call the ship owner and to have 
money wired to cover expenses. I asked him about my pay. 
The captain quipped, “Since you don’t have a passport, you’re stuck on this ship until we get back to 
Miami, whether you like it or not, and we’re not paying you anything. In fact you owe us for your 
passage.” I had my suspicions before, but now I knew the real situation. 
The rest of the crew got their pay and were boozing in the bars and clubs. I was told by some that back 
in Australia the ship had been raided and impounded for having drugs aboard. It didn’t take long before 
I noticed some scary looking people hanging out in town with our crew and driving them around in big 
fancy cars. I had an uneasy feeling about my situation and my safety. 
Getting the Word Out 
I told VQ9D and VQ9R about my predicament. I also met Eric, VQ9EP, a retired RAF group captain 
who was manager of the Radio Seychelles broadcast station. At that time the Seychelles was under 
British rule. Sometimes I filled in for him at the station when he had to be away. He and his wife 
entertained me at their country beachfront estate. It was nice to meet such fine decent religious folks for 
a change. 
Our next port of call was supposed to be Cape Town, a long haul away. I was told that the South 
African immigration authorities were very strict and there I would not be allowed to leave the ship 
without a passport. 
I went to the Seychelles immigration office for advice. I told them my situation. First of all, they said 
the nearest US embassy was in Nairobi, Kenya and I would have to go there to get my passport. To do 
so, I needed my birth certificate, but I would also need some money for airfare to Nairobi. 
They told me they would honor my temporary passport to get me out of the Seychelles and suggested 
that I have the money and birth certificate sent from home as soon as possible to their office. I would be 
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allowed to remain in the Seychelles for awhile if I had funds for a ticket out of there. (VQ9EP tried to 
get me a job at FEBA, Far Eastern Broadcasting shortwave station where he knew the manager, but 
they had no opening.) This seemed to be the only sensible solution. I decided then that I would not go to 
Cape Town as that would seal my fate. One American advised me to jump ship and stay at his place but 
I wasn’t ready for that, yet. 
By coincidence the ship then needed fuel, which they couldn’t get in the Seychelles, so the captain and 
first mate flew to Mombasa to find a supply. In their absence, as the senior officer on board I assumed 
the captain’s duties signing ship documents with the Seychelles port officials and other matters. 
A Bit of Luck  
When the captain returned he announced that we would be sailing directly to Mombasa to take on fuel 
as he had made a deal there. That wouldn’t be too far from Nairobi so it looked like a lucky break for 
my plans to get to the embassy. 
That night I kept my schedule with Lyle from VQ9D’s shack at the tracking station. It was also a USAF 
MARS station running full power to a log periodic beam. If I had used the ship’s ham station the 
captain would likely be eavesdropping. I told Lyle we were leaving for Mombasa the next day, where I 
planned to leave the ship and go to the American embassy in Nairobi to get a passport and plane ticket 
home. I asked him to send my birth certificate and $1100 for airfare and expenses to the US Embassy, 
Nairobi, Kenya on my behalf and mark the envelope “urgent.” I told him to do it right away and the 
letter should reach Nairobi in time. I also told him about the letter I was sending to the embassy. At 
Mombasa I would get in contact with Nairobi. 
On the day of departure Carl, VQ9R, and Eric, VQ9EP, came to see me on the ship. I gave Carl a box 
of my belongings to send to me after I got back to the States. Earlier that morning I walked to the post 
office and mailed a letter, addressed to the US Embassy at Nairobi, marked “urgent.” In it I told them 
the name of our ship, estimated time of arrival and the circumstances. I asked them to remove me from 
the ship as I was tricked into getting on the ship in Singapore by a false promise of wages, but now I 
feared for my safety, was under duress and suffered physical abuse. I told them I didn’t have a passport 
and wanted them to issue me one, that my family was sending them my birth certificate and funds for 
my airfare home and expenses. 
Now everything was out of my hands and I would just pray that our letters would get there in time and 
be taken seriously. 
We got underway for Mombasa that afternoon. I estimated it would be a 7 day voyage. The captain was 
surly and hardly talking. I reluctantly did my chores checking batteries, navigation aids, weather 
bulletins and calibrating the ship’s chronometer. Back in port the captain had ordered me to shut down 
the ham station, but in the middle of the night I thought I would try to keep a final schedule with Lyle. 
In case I didn’t get through Carl, VQ9R, knew my plans and would be on frequency. 
Covert Contact 
I used the headphones and talked low but the captain rushed out from his adjacent cabin in a fit of rage. 
He said he warned me not to use the ham radio anymore and he ripped out the wires and smashed my 
headphones. He acted like he could hear behind a closed door what I could barely hear in my 
headphones. Anyway, I had been able to tell Lyle we were on our way to Mombasa and from then on 
VQ9R would keep our schedule and update him when possible. 
On the way to Mombasa the captain was acting cocky. “When we get to Mombasa I’m putting you 
down in the engine room to do some dirty work. We don’t need a radio operator, anyway. What are you 
going to do about it?” Unknown to him I planned to do a lot about it. 
After a week’s sailing we got to Mombasa, just as I predicted, and anchored in Kalindini Harbor. A day 
passed and I wondered if any authorities would show up. The ship’s launch had been making trips to 
shore with crew but I preferred to remain on the ship awaiting a response from my letter to Nairobi, 
especially since I had no passport. 
Radio Rescue 
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The next day I was reading a book in the lounge (Rabbit Redux) when shortly after noon I saw a fast 
speed boat, a white cabin cruiser, in the distance on our starboard side. It made a wide circle, 
counterclockwise, and then came closer and circled us again. It pulled up on our port side. I went to the 
rail on the deck above them for a closer look. “Take us to your captain,” a black officer shouted on a 
bull horn. The boat tied alongside and then six black men in uniform came aboard, all carrying 
revolvers, escorted by two of our crew to the wheel house. Four wore military green and two were in 
white uniforms, one of whom had a lot of gold braid, scrambled eggs on his cap and a baton under his 
arm. 
Moments later the captain came down to the lounge, looking pale and nervous. “Did you call the 
police? They want to see you in the wheel house.” 
I followed him along the starboard side and up to the wheel house. There the senior officer with the 
baton spoke, “Are you Thayer Keith Miller?” 
“Yes, sir,” I replied. 
“We are the Kenya National Police. Do you want off this ship?” 
“Yes, sir,” I replied. 
“Then get your things together and come back here. We’ll wait for you here. Don’t rush.” 
Jubilantly I hurried down to my starboard quarters on the bottom deck. I had been packed ever since we 
left Port Victoria, except for my toothbrush, and was soon back at the wheel house. I was escorted off 
the ship by the police. They lowered my bags down the side to their partners and then followed me 
down the rope ladder and into the waiting police boat. After we pulled away and headed for shore I 
thumbed my nose at the ship now well in the distance. The police, looking on, laughed and clapped. We 
were in a relaxed mood. 
The Embassy Comes Through 
I was then taken below deck where a well dressed white man was waiting out of sight. “Mister Miller, 
I’m Howard from the United States embassy in Nairobi. We got your letter from Port Victoria and also 
the letter from your brother with the money and your birth certificate. I’m taking you now to a secret 
location out of town and then tonight we are putting you on a priority flight to Nairobi. Tomorrow we’ll 
get everything straightened out for you at the embassy.” 
We docked at the police boat dock. I shook hands with the officers and thanked them. The top man, a 
huge friendly fellow, said, “That was a good show! I’m glad we got you off that ship alive. Everything 
went like clockwork. We’re not always that lucky. We really feared the worst. If you weren’t on board 
we were ready to impound the ship and everybody on it until we found you, dead or alive. I hope you 
have a safe trip home, Mister Miller.” Later I learned that he was the Commissioner of the Kenya 
National Police. 
I got into a white Ford subcompact car with Howard and he drove me to an isolated luxury beach house 
where I stayed until dusk with a chance to get some snacks and rest a few hours. On the poolside patio 
he briefed me for a half hour until darkness fell. Then he rolled out a black Mercedes with diplomatic 
plates and drove me to the airport. 
“This operation took a lot of planning. We were afraid of some complications as we had tips that your 
ship was involved in smuggling operations and drugs. We made a hotel reservation for you in Nairobi at 
Hotel Ambassadeur, which is near the embassy and at nine o’clock tomorrow morning you are to report 
to the embassy. Here is an advance loan to cover your expenses. When you get to Nairobi, take a taxi to 
the hotel.” He handed me a paper with the hotel name, address and telephone number of the embassy, 
and the name of the person I was to report to. He double parked, escorted me inside to the airline 
counter, showed his credentials to the girl there, said “Diplomatic priority!” and checked me in. They 
bumped another passenger to get me a seat. 
“Good luck, Mr Miller. I’ll probably see you at the embassy later tomorrow.” 
Safe at Last 
I took a taxi to the hotel and checked in. I enjoyed looking out my window at the busy street below in 
the heart of Nairobi. I missed the movement of the ship under me. Now I was reflecting on the events of 
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the busy day, which seemed like a dream. While Mombasa is a tropical hot spot at sea level, Nairobi has 
a mile high elevation with crisp air, reminding me of my boyhood in Colorado. It was invigorating to be 
away from the tropical heat I had endured. 
Next morning I walked to the embassy and spent part of the day getting passport photos and doing 
paper work. I returned the next morning to get my passport and money from home, saw Howard and 
repaid the embassy loan. I met the embassy staff and thanked them. 
They told me that the official in charge, Gwen, wanted to see me before I left. I was ushered into her 
office and had a nice chat. “I’ve heard so much about you, Thayer. I wanted to meet you. We’ve never 
had a case like yours. This was a top secret operation with the Kenya government. Because you were on 
a Panamanian ship we were afraid of causing an international incident and had to keep a low profile. 
We reinstated your citizenship. Until today you were a man without a country. The President was 
briefed on your situation and gives you his regards. We needed his authorization to pull this off. Good 
luck. Have a safe trip home.” 
Homeward Bound 
I spent a few days in Nairobi relaxing and visiting local hams I had worked from the ship. Bob, 
5Z4LW, a navigator for East African Airways on the Copenhagen and London runs invited me to his 
home where we kept a schedule with Lyle and informed him of my whereabouts. Carl, VQ9R, was on 
frequency and joined in. After I got home I kept in touch with my ham friends for several years. 
Amateur Radio was my salvation, the common bond that came through for me when I needed it. I 
realized that behind every call sign there is a real person, like a precious gem waiting to be found. 
Amateur Radio has no boundaries. It truly is a wonderful worldwide fraternity, which can be of help in 
an unexpected emergency, as I found out. 
Thayer K. Miller, N3TM, an ARRL Life Member, was first licensed in 1965 as WN3EFH along with his 
brother, Lyle, who received the call WN3EFI. They started out using a 75 W Eico 750 transmitter and a 
Harmmarlund HQ-180AC receiver. Thayer and his brother operated 80 meter CW until they upgraded 
to General in 1966. They upgraded their station adding a Hammarlund HX-50 transmitter and HXL-1 
amplifier and a Hy-Gain 18AVQ vertical. Their enthusiasm increased along with their DX total and 
they both passed their Advanced license test in February of 1968 and then their Extra class test in 
December. They switched to their current vanity calls, N3TM and N3LM, in 1977. Thayer later spent 
time in the Philippines with the shipping industry, married a Philippine movie actress and operated as 
N3TM/DU5. Currently their station consists of Yaesu FT-107M and FT-840 transceivers. Thayer can 
be reached at 131 Old Little Creek Rd, Harmony, PA 16037-7840. 
 
Note: The above account is a condensed excerpt from the book by the author, Clouds Over Paradise 
available on CD from Thor Press, Box 48, Harmony, PA 16037 for $19 US including handling and 
worldwide shipping. With nearly a half million words, it has the story in detail. 
 

 

�

HDARC WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 

HDARC women’s group: 

 The next luncheon is on Saturday, January 30.  I do have to put in reservations so I need to 
know if you are coming. The luncheon starts at noon at the Pasta House on Southern Avenue 
in Rio Rancho.   
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Please bring books you want to share. Projects you are working on. Pictures of vacations to 
share, etc. and come to enjoy the group and conversation. 

Please let me know if you are coming. 

Kennie Warren 

961-9212 
�
�

NEW MEXICO NETS 
 
I thought many of you might like to have a list of New Mexico Nets, so I looked around the 
net and found this list provided by Brian, N5ZGT. It is about the most comprehensive list I 
have found to date for our state. I hope you find it useful. 
 
Jerry Aceto K6LIE 

Amateur Radio Nets 
All Amateurs Welcome to Check In!  

Send additions / corrections to Brian, N5ZGT  
Daily �

NM Breakfast Club Net� 6:30AM on 3.939 MHz. �

SCAT Net (Mon-Fri)� 7:06AM on the 145.33 (+, 100 Hz PL) and 444.00 (+, 100 Hz PL) linked repeaters.�

Rusty's Net (Mon-Fri)� 8:45AM - 10:45AM on the 146.94 (-, 100 Hz PL) and 146.96 (-, 100 Hz PL) linked 
repeaters.�

NM Roadrunner Traffic Net� 0100 UTC on 3.939 MHz.�
Sunday �

NM ARES/RACES open state-
wide net�

1st and 3rd Sunday at 1930 MDT (summer) and 1830 MST (winter) on 3.939 
MHz, or after the NM Roadrunner net if it runs long.�

QCWA Net� 8:00PM on the 146.72 (-, no PL) repeater.�

6 Meter Weak Signal Net� 8:00PM on 50.150 MHz USB�

Amateur Radio Caravan Club Net � 9:00PM on the 145.33 (+, 100 Hz PL) and 444.000 (+, 100 Hz PL) repeaters.�

New Mexico 10 Meter Net� 9:00PM on 28.440 MHz USB�
Monday �

Sandoval County ARES Net� 7:30PM on the 147.10 (+, 67 Hz PL) repeater.�

900 MHz Weak Signal Net� 7:30PM on 902.100 MHz USB�

2 Meter Weak Signal Net� 8:00PM on 144.200 MHz USB�

Northern New Mexico ARC Net� 8:30PM on the 145.19 (-, no PL) repeater.�
Tuesday �

1200 MHz Weak Signal Net� 7:30PM on 1296.15 MHz USB�

220 MHz Weak Signal Net� 8:00PM on 222.100 Mhz USB�
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Wednesday  �

Socorro Amateur Radio 
Association Net� 8:00PM on the 146.68 (-, 100 Hz PL) repeater.�

Valencia County Amateur Radio 
Association Net� 8:00PM on the 146.700 (-, 100 Hz PL) repeater.�

70 cm Weak Signal Net� 8:00PM on 432.100 MHz USB�

220 FM Rag Chewers Net�
8:30PM on the 224.48 (-, No PL) repeater in Rio Rancho. (K6LIE) 
Out of the area? Access IRLP reflector 9221 from any repeater or simplex system 
with IRLP capability.�

Thursday �

Bernalillo County ARES Net� 7:00PM on the 146.90 (-, 67 Hz PL), 146.94 (-, 100 Hz PL) and 146.96 (-, 100 Hz 
PL) repeaters.�

High Desert ARC Net � 8:00PM on the 145.33 (-, 100 Hz PL) and 444.00 (+, 100 Hz PL) repeaters. �

New Mexico Swap net� 8:30PM on all Upper Rio FM Society and Mega Link Repeaters in New Mexico 
(See repeater list above).�

10 Meter Occasional Net� 9:00PM on 28.342 MHz�
Friday �

New Mexico Health Net � 9:00AM on all Mega Link repeaters in New Mexico (See repeater list above)�
Saturday �

Southern Baptist Convention 
Disaster Relief Net � 8:00PM on all Mega Link repeaters in New Mexico (See repeater list above)�

 

 
WHITE HOUSE NAMES HAM AS NEW CYBERSECURITY 

COORDINATOR 

FROM THE ARRL WEBSITE  

 
On Tuesday, December 22, President Barack Obama named Howard A. Schmidt, W7HAS, as the new 
White House Cybersecurity Coordinator. According to the White House, Schmidt -- an ARRL member 
-- is one of the world's leading authorities on computer security, with some 40 years of experience in 
government, business and law enforcement and "will have regular access to the President and serve as a 
key member of his National Security Staff. He will also work closely with his economic team to ensure 
that our cybersecurity efforts keep the Nation secure and prosperous." 
In a 2003 interview with The New Atlantis, Schmidt described cybersecurity as "the realization that 
computer systems affect our basic needs on a daily basis. Electricity, water, telephone -- these things are 
all run by computers, and my job is to work with owners and operators and government agencies to 
make sure that they continue to function properly and are not disrupted because of security events that 
then, in turn, affect our daily lives." 
Schmidt told the ARRL that he credits Amateur Radio with getting him involved with technology: "In 
high school, one of my friends was a ham and he got me interested in shortwave radio, which in turn 
got me into building shortwave radios and equipment, many from Heathkit. As I got older, I took 
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courses from NRI and Bell and Howell in electronics and built a number of projects, preparing me for 
my first ham radio ticket. I love technology, and it was Amateur Radio that caused me to build my first 
computer -- a Sinclair ZX-80 to use for EME calculations. I studied all about the OSCAR systems and 
would build equipment to monitor when they would pass within range of Arizona. Building these 
computers to support my ham radio hobby gave me the technical skills that I need to not only start 
doing computer crime investigations and work on the early stages of computer forensics, in turn 
enabling me to start working on cybersecurity issues." 
Schmidt is no stranger to the White House -- he served as a cyber-adviser in President George W. 
Bush's White House. After the 9/11 attacks, President Bush appointed Schmidt as the Vice Chairman of 
the President's Critical Infrastructure Protection Board and as the Special Adviser for Cyberspace 
Security for the White House. While at the White House, he assisted in the creation of the US National 
Strategy to Secure Cyberspace, becoming Chairman in January 2003. In May 2003, Schmidt retired 
from the White House after 31 years of public service in local and federal government. 
Schmidt as a Ham 
Schmidt has been an Amateur Radio operator for more than 30 years. "I was first licensed in the late 
1970s as a Technician class licensee with the call sign WB7NUV," he told the ARRL. "I did a lot on 2 
meters, 70 cm and on Packet. The TAPR group out of Tucson was real inspiration to me as I found the 
work they were doing absolutely wonderful. I started as a part of the Arizona Repeater Association 
(ARA) and lived for our annual hamfest at Ft Tuthill in Flagstaff." 
Back in the 1980s, Schmidt told the ARRL that he tried moonbounce and had "a full shack of RTTY 
machines -- Teletype Corporation models 15 and 19 and even a model 21. I would spend weekends 
printing reams of pictures from Ricky, W0CKY, and all of the great TTY pictures he would transmit. I 
still have my Collins KWM 2A, 312B station console and accessories. While I have not used it for 
years, it is one of my treasured possessions. Through the years, I had about every type of HF radio 
made and even have my Collins R-388 and R-390 in a 19 inch rack. I will never forget the day we were 
able to talk to Southern California on a 2 meter handheld with the repeaters we had from Central Ariz. 
During the '100 year flood' in Arizona, the community of Rainbow Valley was essentially cut off from 
the rest of the state to the north when a bridge and power lines were washed away. Using ham radio 
equipment, we were able to coordinate moving in food, water, medical supplies and generators from the 
Air Force base I was working at (then Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary Field) and work with the county 
sheriff's office to coordinate support." 
Schmidt said that as with many other things, his love for Amateur Radio took a back seat to work, 
family and life in general: "While I got rid of all of my RTTY equipment back in the early 90's, I have 
continued to follow all of the great advances of ham radio." He said that only just recently, he got back 
into the hobby after what he called "an administrative error." 
"Someone with a call very similar to mine upgraded to Extra class and when the form was sent to FCC, 
they mistyped one letter and it was my call that was submitted," he explained. "You can imagine my 
surprise when I received my Extra class license and new call in the mail. When I tried to find out what 
happened I was told (wrongly) that I was probably 'grandfathered.' I went out and bought an all band/all 
mode rig, antennas, power supplies, batteries -- everything I needed to outfit my shack. When all was 
said and done, we got the error fixed, but by that time, I was hooked on Amateur Radio all over again. I 
am now in the process of doing a room addition to be my new ham shack! I rejoined ARRL and now 
have room full of new gear waiting for the remodel to be done. Thanks to what I learned from the many 
hams on Web sites, I even built in PVC pipes through the walls to run my antennas." 
Schmidt's Rise to Cybersecurity Czar 
Schmidt began his government service in 1967 -- starting with a tour in the US Air Force -- both in 
active duty and in the civil service. After leaving the Air Force in 1983, he joined the Chandler 
(Arizona) Police Department, serving on the SWAT team and the Organized Crime and Drug 
Enforcement Unit; he formed and led the Special Enforcement Team. In 11 years as a local first 
responder he dealt with numerous issues surrounding emergency response to local incidents. While on 
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the police force, he was instrumental in selecting, designing and the operation of interoperable 
communications and a public safety response system. Schmidt left the police department in 1994 to join 
the FBI at the National Drug Intelligence Center to head up the Computer Exploitation Team. 
Schmidt went on to become a Supervisory Special Agent and Director of the Air Force Office of 
Special Investigations' (AFOSI) Computer Forensics Lab and Computer Crime and Information Warfare 
Division. In 1996, while serving in that position, he established the first dedicated computer forensics 
lab in the government, which was the basis for the formation of the Defense Computer Forensic 
Laboratory (DCFL). In 1997, Schmidt joined Microsoft as the Director of Information Security, Chief 
Information Security Officer (CISO) and Chief Security Officer (CSO), leaving in 2001 to join the 
White House. When he retired from government service in May 2003, he joined the online auction site 
eBay as their Vice President and Chief Information Security Officer and Chief Security Strategist. 
Throughout his industry career, Schmidt has served as a reservist in the National Guard and Army. He 
served in the Arizona Air National Guard as computer communications specialist from 1989-1998, then 
transferred to the US Army Reserves as a Special Agent in the Criminal Investigation Division where 
he continues to serve with the Computer Crime Investigations Unit at CID HQ. He has testified as an 
expert witness in federal and military courts in the areas of computer crime, computer forensics and 
Internet crime. 
After Schmidt retired from eBay, he started his own consulting firm, R&H Security Consulting. In 
September 2008, he took over as President and CEO of Information Security Forum Ltd; he remains CEO 
until he begins his White House appointment in January 2010. He is also a board member of the Finnish 
security company Codenomicon, International President of the Information Systems Security 
Association and board member of the International Information Systems Security Certification 
Consortium, commonly known as (ISC). In October 2008, he was named one of the 50 most influential 
people in business IT by the readers and editors of Baseline Magazine. 
Schmidt serves on the Executive Committee of the Information Technology Sector Coordination 
Council. He is a member of the High Technology Crime Investigation Association, the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences and the International Association of Chiefs of Police. He has testified 
before congressional committees on computer security and cyber crime and has been featured on BBC, 
ABC, CNN, CNBC and Fox TV discussing cybersecurity, investigations and technology. He is the 
author of Patrolling Cyberspace, Lessons Learned from a Lifetime in Data Security and a contributor to The 
Black Book on Corporate Security. 
Now that Schmidt has rediscovered how much fun Amateur Radio can be, he has no plans to let his 
enjoyment pass him by again. "I have my multi-band handheld transceiver next to my suitcase to take 
back to DC with me," he told the ARRL. "I hope to set up a station once I get settled. I do not plan on 
letting any more years slip by and not enjoying this great hobby." 
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FOR SALE 

Kenwood TS-430S HF Transceiver 100 Watts W/ Amtron Power 
Supply and Kenwood MIC-50 mic -$400.00, o.b.o. 

MFJ 945E Mobile antenna tuner - $65.00 

MFG 931 artificial ground - $55.00 

Viking SSK-2-K electronic keyer (needs battery) - $ 25.00 

ICOM IC-W32A Two band (2Meter/440) Handi Talkie 2 p ower settings 
1W & 5W W/ ICOM HM-46 remote mic and speaker and ba ttery 
charger $200.00, o.b.o. 

Stan Cooper K0OPR 

505-263-5571 
  

2009 SEES SURGE OF NEW AMATEUR RADIO LICENSEES 
�

FROM ARRL 
 
Newington, Conn.,  Jan 7, 2010    – 2009 was a banner year for new people getting 
Amateur Radio licensees in the US.  Amateur Radio, often called “ham radio,” has been 
growing over recent years, but 2009 was a record.  According to the ARRL, the national 
association for Amateur Radio, the FCC issued more than 30,000 new ham radio 
licenses in 2009.   

A total of 30,144 new licenses were granted in 2009, an increase of almost 7.5 percent 
from 2008. In 2005, 16,368 new hams joined Amateur Radio's ranks; just five years 
later, that number had increased by almost 14,000 -- a whopping 84 percent! The 
ARRL is the largest of several organizations trusted by the FCC to administer Amateur 
Radio license exams in the US.  

"When looking at the statistics over the last 10 years, these are some the highest 
numbers we've seen," explained Maria Somma, manager of the ARRL testing 
programs. "The total number of US amateurs has grown each year." Currently there 
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are 682,500 licensed Amateur Radio operators in the USA, an almost 3 percent rise over 
2008. In 2008, there were 663,500 licensed amateurs; there were 655,800 in 2007.   
There are approximately 2.5 million Amateur Radio enthusiasts worldwide.  It was also 
noted that a much higher percentage of licensees are going far beyond an entry-level 
license and earning higher class (and much more difficult) FCC Amateur Radio 
licenses.  Despite the predictions of some commentators that Amateur Radio would be 
dying with the development of cell phones and the Internet, hams instead have taken 
and incorporated those digital and computer technologies into their wireless hobby, 
creating many new developments in the process.   

Somma applauded all the volunteers whose "hard work and contribution of countless hours of time helps to 
ensure the future of Amateur Radio. I am delighted by these important achievements. 2009 was a very good 
year for Amateur Radio and I am excited by the promise of 2010."  For more information see 
http://www.Hello-Radio.org.  

 

�

�

SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
3rd Saturday of the month at noon. Location of meeting is the Albuquerque 
Police NW Command – 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from Cibola High 
School).  
 
Breakfast Social 
4th Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
At the Sandia Casino Buffet.   
 
Coffee at Flying Star 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
Breakfast at Flying Star 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd across the street 
from The Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales 
Rd. 
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HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (NM5JH) Net Control Coordinator. 
 
    

 
DX News 

Larry Elkin NY5L – Vice President 
                                              PROPAGANTION AND DX'G 
                                                       JANUARY 2010 
  
A Happy New Year to all. �
��
Well 2009 ended on a positive note for Sunspots. Th e numbers from scientific 
observations for the last few days peaked at 17 wit h an average of  just under 13. Also 
other magnetic observations have all generally give n somewhat good numbers. �
��
From �my HF reception observations the last few weeks hav e been worse then during 
November. Although the late afternoons within an ho ur of sunset allowed for "J's" and 
"ZL's" and some "VK's" to be heard on 20 meters. Ab out the only other stations 
consistently heard, rather weak, have been from "ZS " and "I" with the "ZS's heard real 
weak until around 0600 UTC. 17 meters has not been good with a  just a few "J's" 
popping up. Many evenings "KH's" appear on 40 meter s and you may hear some "KL's" 
starting to show up in late afternoons. �
��
Now don't stop tuning around! If you listen careful ly you may just hear and possibly 
work some European countries on 20, 40, 17, and eve n 75/80 meters.  As for Central and 
South American stations they do appear, just keep a n ear out for their prefixes 
during late afternoons. �
��
Since we're starting a new year I will list the pre fix/county definitions indicated above for 
those of you who cannot look them up on the interne t or do not have a copy of the DXCC 
prefix list/booklet from the ARRL. �
��
J   Japan �
ZL New Zealand �
VK Australia �
ZS South Africa �
I    Italy �
KH Hawaii �
KL Alaska �
��
Have fun searching for the rare DX. �
��
73's…..Larry NY5L �
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OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY,  on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both repeaters require a 
100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each   month from October 
through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian Church 8600 
Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic, making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They                             

                         meet at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank & I-40 next to the Owl Cafe. 
· All Hams are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 

business/program starts at 7pm 
· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 

one of ASXA’s founding members. 
· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-

3554 
·  

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

 

HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, fraternalism 

and individual operating efficiency, and 

to so conduct club programs and 

activities as to advance the general 

interest and welfare of Amateur Radio 

in the community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
January 2010 

 
Saturday, January  16. 

Club Meeting at the   
Albq Police Station – 
4051 Ellison Ave NW 
 (across from 
Cibola High School). 
 

Saturday, January 23. 
 BREAKFAST SOCIAL at  

9 am at the Sandia 
Casino Buffet. 

 
Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across the 
street from Sunflower 

Market 
 

Every Thursday at 8 am 
NMHDARC Breakfast at 
The Flying Star at Hwy 

528 & Corrales Rd 
across the street from 

Sunflower Market 
 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL. 
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY THURSDAY 
AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please contact Jim 
Hunter, NM5JH our net control coordinator to sign up. We have several 
openings in January and February. Jim can be reached via e-mail at 
nm5jh@arrl.net , or by phone at 505 897-2939. 

 
The list of Net Control operators for January: 

                Jan 7                Kathey Meland 

               Jan 14              Bill Firth 

               Jan 21              Jim Hunter 

               Jan 28              Open�

 

If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would like 
to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
ab5wj@arrl.net. You are welcome to use their radios at their home and 
take net control. This is great practice for talking on the radio. Just make 
sure they are going to be home. Frank teaches a lot of courses and 
sometimes we’re not available. 
_____________________________________________________�

 

 

DON’T FORGET THE CLUB MEETING, 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 AT NOON!!  
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OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY,  on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both repeaters require a 
100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each   month from October 
through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian Church 8600 
Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic, making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They                             

                         meet at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank & I-40 next to the Owl Cafe. 
· All Hams are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 

business/program starts at 7pm 
· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 

one of ASXA’s founding members. 
· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-

3554 
·  

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
· The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
· Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
· Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
· Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
· This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

· They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 

 
 

UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
· The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 

July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  
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· The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 
in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 

Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 146.960 with -100 
tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 
tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with -67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 
 
 

 
 


