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Well, with December over it's time to get back to normal and plan improvements to your station. Of 
course, the number one priority is performing annual maintenance to your antenna system or installing 
that new one you received for the holidays. Continuing a long ham tradition, I just know you will wait to 
work on that antenna until the next hard freeze and/or snow storm! My rebuilt antenna base, now with a 
tilt mechanism, is all built as is the antenna lying on my patio waiting for the guy rings to arrive. Hope-
fully, it should be up and working within the next ten days. 
  
Our January Explora Adult Night was a great hit with the public. We had many visitors who asked ques-
tions and picked up information on our great hobby as well as info about HDARC. 
 
I do wish to solute Linda Soffran, KC0LOS, for a great informative presentation at our January club 
meeting, reviewing the early history on New Mexico. It added to the historical information Karen and I 
found during our trip to the Alamo this past December. I also wish to thank Chuck Palmer, NM5F for 
purchasing the Icom linear amplifier donated to the club. HDARC is now in a position to evaluate what 
equipment the club can purchase for use on field operations. 
 
One last item; I would like to thank both our veteran and recent members who have taken from their own 
time to work the various club events over the last few months, and in some cases, over the last few years! 
HDARC is looking to allow all our members to gain experience assembling and operating from the com-
ing club field operations and presentations at club meetings. Think about how you wish to participate in 
the upcoming year, since we are looking towards all members for participation.  
 
73's 
 
Larry 
NY5L 

 
 

�
 

President’s Corner - Larry Elkin, NY5L  
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Pitt County ARES News – May 2011 

The next High Desert Amateur 
Radio Club VE session will be held 
on  February 18 at 12:30 AM at 
the West Albuquerque Police 
station. 
Please bring the following:  
¨ Photo ID (drivers license) 
¨ Original Amateur Radio 

License 
¨ Copy of Amateur Radio License 
¨ Original CSCE's 
¨ Copy  of CSCE 
¨ Test fee is $15.00 . 
¨ Proof of Tech Plus if before 

3/21/87 and doing paper upgrade 
to General. 

¨ SS Number will be needed if 
you don’t have an FRN number.  

Next VE Session  
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We want to extend  warm HAPPY BIRTHDAY wishes to our club 
members celebrating their birthday in the month of FEBRUARY: 
 
 
 
 
Stuart Simon     K2QBU 
 
Stan Cooper      K0OPR 
 
Alex Commendatore        
KH7CF 

HDARC NEWS IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY, JERRY ACETO, K6LIE, EDITOR 77 1-1323. NON COPYRIGHT MATERIAL CONTAINED 
HEREIN MAY BE REPRINTED WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION WI TH CREDIT GIVEN TO THIS PUBLICATION * PRESIDENT – 
LARRY ELKIN, NY5L, 771-0391 * VICE PRESIDENT – JERR Y ACETO, K6LIE, 771-1323 * SECRETARY – CHUCK PALMER , NM5F, 
890-5895 * TREASURER – BOB NIERI, N5UKA, 268-2880 * MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN – KATHEY MELAND, WB6JAN * CHAI RMAN 
OF THE BOARD – BILL FIRTH, KE5TOB, 899-0950 * BOARD  MEMBERS – FRED LETE, KC5IPK, 892-0380 * MARIE SWIG ERT, 
KE5JIV, 994-9114 * MARTY SOFFRAN, NM5MS, 410-3992 * ADRIAN MIURA, W5ASM, 899-6916 * LICENSE EXAMS – MA RTY 
SOFFRAN, NM5MS, 410-3992 * FRED LETE, KC5IPK * NM5HD REPEATER TRUSTEE – JERRY ACETO, K6LIE, 771-1323 * WEB 
MASTER-BILL FIRTH, KE5TOB, 899-0950. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM  
 

ANTENNAS– WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN? 
 

Several of our newer members have wondered about all those antenna 
ads and listings you see in QST, CQ and the various ham catalogs. 
Many of you want to purchase an antenna but are confused as to just 
what all the numbers and specs mean. Which antenna is best for your 
situation? What does “gain” mean and how does it affect the opera-
tion of your station? Just what is a “rubber ducky”? Do portable an-
tennas really work? Should I purchase a beam or a vertical? Are wire 
antennas effective? Why do the specs from some manufactures look 
better than from other manufactures for the same type of  antenna? 
Chuck Palmer, NM5F and myself, K6LIE, will try to separate fact 
from fiction in a program we will do jointly to help our members un-
derstand just what it all means. This program will be as non-technical 
as possible. We hope our members will enjoy a fun and informative 
presentation.   
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This month marks the 60th con-
secutive year for the Dayton Ham-
vention. Several members will be 
attending the event and we are all 
looking forward to a great time.           

  
 
                    

                        
                                                                                         

 

...From 
J e r r y , 
K6LIE 

From The Editor’s Desk…... 

 

Hi Everyone, 
     2012 will be a very busy year for our club. 
My Activities and Program committee met 
on January 31. We had a very productive 
meeting, discussing many neat activities for 
the club.  I also am planning club programs 
for the year. These activities will be an-
nounced soon, so stay tuned. We plan to 
have family activities as well as our usual 
Ham related activities. I will also be work-
ing on programs for our meetings that I hope 
will be of interest. Again, I am planning on 
Ham Radio, as well as programs of general 
interest to our members and their families.  
     If any on you have an idea for a program 
or activity, we are always open to your sug-
gestions. Remember, this is your club and 
your opinions count! 
 
Best 73’s to all! 
Jerry—K6LIE 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

HDARC VE TESTING FOR JANUARY: 
 

-January 21 HDARC Monthly Exam Session- 
 

The HDARC ARRL VEC VE team conducted one test 
session in January with the following successes:  
FIVE PEOPLE TESTED 
 
El 2 (Technician) - 4 people passed                                                         
El 3 (General) - 2 people passed (they also passed El 2 at 
the same session)  
El 4 (Extra) - 1 person passed  

 
Marty Soffran, NM5MS, VE Coordinator. 

 

CLUB REPEATERS 
 

145.370 Mhz  PL 162.2 Hz     IRLP Node 7706 
224.480 Mhz  No PL               IRLP Node 3285 
442.750 Mhz  PL 162.2 Hz     IRLP Node 7855 
 
Our club repeater systems, including our IRLP 
systems are open to our members as well as the 
entire Amateur Radio community.  

 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  
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Our next club meeting will be on Saturday, 
February 18 at 10:00 AM at the West Al-
buquerque Police Station, 4051 Ellison Ave. 
NW, directly across the street from Cebola 
High School. VE testing will follow the 
meeting at 12:30 PM.  
 
Our program will be presented by Club  
Secretary  Chuck Palmer, NM5F and Club 
Vice President Jerry Aceto, K6LIE. The 
topic of our program will be “Antennas - 
What Does It All Mean?”. This program 
will be aimed at our new members in an   
effort to try to answer questions regarding 
antennas. Chuck and I hope this program 
will lead to a question and answer session 
following our program. 
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The HDARC library is our newest service to our club members. It is small now, but we intend to grow it into a 
very useful service for our members. All members are welcome to use this service. If you have any books related 
to Amateur Radio specifically or communications in general, please consider making a book donation to our club 
library. You are welcome to bring any books you wish to donate to our club meetings or any other club event. 
 

Here is a list of books we have so far: 
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ARRL Ham Radio License Manual (Technician 
Class ) 2 copies  
ARRL General Class License Manual 
ARRL Extra Class License Manual 
ARRL Instructor's Manual for Technician License  
ARRL - APRS - Tracks, Maps and Mobiles 
ARRL - RFI Book 2nd ed 

ARRL - Your Ham Antenna Companion 
The Mobile DXer 
The Modern Amateur's Mobile Handbook 
Your Guide to HF Fun 
ARRL Stealth Amateur Radio   
ARRL Low Profile Amateur Radio  
ARRL Hints & Kinks 15th Edition  

NEW HAMS NET  
 
Don’t forget our club’s New Ham Net. This net is 
dedicated to our new hams, but those Elmer's out 
there are also invited to participate to answer our 
new hams questions. The net is every Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 local time and is hosted by Jeff 
Chapman, KF5LLZ. You can access the net on 
any of our three club repeaters, since they are all 
linked together via IRLP. The links also make this 
net a national net with check ins from all over the 
country. Please join us for a fun net! 

TECHNICIAN CLASS  
 
 
The HDARC will be doing a technician class on 
March 24-25 at the FEMA office in Albuquerque near 
Singer and Office Rd. We will be providing coffee, 
doughnuts and lunch on Saturday. The cost of the class 
will be $25 and will include the test on Sunday. We 
will be needing instructors to teach the class and VE's 
on Sunday. Contact Marty Soffran, NM5MS, at 410-
3992 or Fred Lete, KC5IPK at 892-0380 

 
LUNCH OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY  
 
Our club Lunch of the Month will be on Friday, February 
3rd at Noon, at Mimi’s Café, located at 4316 The 25 Way 
in Albuquerque, just off Jefferson at I-25. 
 
Mimi’s has a very extensive menu where everyone will be 
able to find something they like. Take a look at their web-
site at  www.mimiscafe.com and have a look at their menu. 
It really is extensive. You can order breakfast or lunch. An 
added plus is that the club will be refunded 15% since we 
are a non-profit club, so the more members that show up, 
the larger our club refund. See you there! 



HDARC on the Web:                          http://www.nm5hd.com               HDARC NEWS  

Page 2 February 2012 Page 5 

 

Here is a list of club activities we will be 
working on for 2012: 

 -Club Family Picnic. Date discussed was July 
4th. Location TBD. Plan to have tethered bal-
loon rides provided by Fred Lete, KC5IPK.  

 -Holiday toy, coat, blanket drive for West 
Command Police.  

 -Club sponsored  Fall Tailgate, November 10. 

 -Albuquerque Kite Flying Day Fiesta. We 
plan to participate in this Kiwanis Club event 
to be held on May 20th. 

 -HDARC will sponsor the New Mexico QSO 
Party this year. I believe it will be in April. 
Date and plans TBD. 

 -Continue Explora Adult Nights 

 -Field Day 

 -Kids Day 

 -Balloon Fiesta 

 -Club Isotopes Baseball night. Date TBD.  

 -Holiday Party.  

 As you can see, we plan a busy year. 

 I will be working on getting folks on board to 
do monthly club programs. Programs dis-
cussed so far are: 

Weather  

Digital  

Greenland 1955 expedition and ham radio 
(Jim Holston) 

Field Day program 

State Centennial and ham radio. 

New Mexico Space Port. 

Program on CC&R's related to ham radio. 

Possible ARRL/other ham related programs. 

These are program possibilities I will be 
working on to finalize in the coming weeks. 
We could very well add additional non-ham 
programs. If anyone has an idea on general 
programs of interest to the members and their 
families, please let me know. Linda's program 
on the history of New Mexico is a perfect ex-
ample of this type of general interest program. 
Jerry Aceto K6LIE 
 

ACTIVITY/PROGRAM COMMITTEE  
 
Our Activity Committee met for the first 
time on January 31 to discuss activities 
and programs.  
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EXPLORA REPORT  

EXPLORA PASSES AVAILABLE  
 
The club has free passes to the Explora Children’s Science Center. These passes admit 
one child or adult and are good through June 30, 2012. If you would like to take the kids 
to Explora, contact President Larry Elkin, NY5L,  at 771-0391.  
 
Explora is located at 1701 Mountain Rd NW in Albuquerque near Old Town. 
 
 
 

Board of Directors Elections 
 

As Chairman of the Board, I will be running the elections at the next meeting. The board 
nominated four members but only three accepted. Dave Johnson, Jim Holston, and Jeff 
Chapman are running for the two open seats. I am running for reelection to the BOD. So 
far, no one has expressed an interest in running for my position. After the elections are 
held on Feb 18, the BOD will meet to elect its Chairman.  
 
73’s, 
 
Bill Firth KE5TOB 

The next Explora Adult Night will be on Friday, March 
16 from 6:30 to 10 PM. The evenings theme will be 
Electricity: Get Charged. HDARC will have a station 
on the air from the museum, as usual, to demonstrate 
Amateur Radio to the public and also to inform folks of 
our club. Adult Night is a fun evening devoted to adults 
having one evening every two months to explore the 
Science Museum without the kids. Come on down. Ex-
plore the wonders of Science and visit with us! 
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COMMERCIAL ADS 

Ad rates are $20 per year or $5 per month. Send ads to Jerry Aceto, Editor,                                          
1023 Purple Aster Dr, Bernalillo, NM 87004 or email jerold45@yahoo.com 

 
Help support the HDARC. Donations accepted and are tax deductible! 

WANTED : New Mexico Amateur Radio 
Call sign License Plates, all years. Especially 
need 1959-1964, inclusive, plus 1976, 1977, 
1983, 1984, 1986, 1987, 1989, and 2000. Will 
buy or trade. Bill Johnston, K5ZI, P.O. Box 
640, Organ, NM 88052-0640. Tel. 575-382-
7804.  e-mail: K5ZI@arrl.net     (5/2011) 

SPECIALTY COMMUNICATIONS   
 

201 Conchas Street Southeast 
Albuquerque, NM 87123-3324 

(505) 294-6100 
Need Antennas, coax, connectors, mobile installa-
tions, repair services? Contact Paul Choc, 
WA5IHL. 
 
In business since 1964, Paul can help you with all 
your Amateur radio needs.  
 
http://www.specialty-communications.com 

 
 

JANUARY PROGRAM, “A HISTORY OF NEW MEXICO”, WAS A B IG HIT ! 

Linda Soffran, KC0LOS, has a vast knowledge of the history 
of New Mexico and that knowledge was apparent in her deliv-
ery of our January program. This year marks the 100th anniver-
sary since New Mexico became a state in January, 1912. Linda 
did a wonderful program, taking us through centuries of that 
history. Forty-three members and guests’ attended this pro-
gram. Not only was the program very interesting and informa-
tive, Linda also set a new attendance record for the club!  
 
To mark our club’s Centennial celebration, Larry and Karen 
Elkin supplied a Centennial cake, pictured below. A great pro-
gram and a great cake. What better way to celebrate! 
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DX NEWS - LARRY ELKIN, NY5L 

MEMBER TRANSPORTATION  –Need a ride 
to club meetings or other club activities? Call 
Jerry Aceto, K6LIE at 771-1323 or Larry Elkin, 
NY5L, at 771 0391. We will arrange transporta-
tion for you from your home to club activities.  
 
 
MENTORING SERVICES  –If you are a new 
ham, or are interested in becoming a ham, or just 
have a question, we offer various services to help 
you along. Check out our website at  www.
nm5hd.com and click on the “Mentors, Educa-
tion, VE testing” link. Here, you will find whom 
to contact for help with all your questions on 
various subjects. 
 
LICENSE CLASSES AND TESTING –If you 
are interested in becoming an Amateur Radio op-
erator, or want to upgrade your license, contact 
Marty Sofffran, NM5MS, at 410-3992 or Fred 
Lete, KC5IPK at 892-0380. We provide VE test-
ing every 3rd Saturday of the month at 12:30 PM. 
 
CLUB LIBRARY - This new club service al-
lows our members to check out books relating to 
Amateur Radio and Communications. Anyone is 
welcome to donate books to our club library. (See 
page 4 for info) 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
 
 

Well, this month has been kind of interesting with 
solar flares, sudden 6 meter openings and crazy solar 
numbers! 
 
During the recent 6 meter contest, there were a load 
of stations coming through from generally west of 
the Mississippi. N0LVA, Dave, reported a QSO with 
the Falkland Islands at the HDARC meeting. Also, 
Middle East 10 meters FM contacts were reported. 
There is a lot of DX and QSO's looking for a New 
Mexico contact! 
 
By the way, I check daily the QRZ.com, eham.com, 
and ARRL.Org websites almost every day for inter-
esting information. You may be able to find a news 
release of some interesting DX and possibly satellite 
station to catch. 
 
I should be back on the air within the next week or 
so. Hopefully, when the Hustler 7 band antenna goes 
onto the mount this week, there will be a minimum 
of tuning required for antenna tuner-free operation. 
I have 1/4 wave radials in the ground for 10,15 and 
20, and have 12 and 17 meter radials ready to be 
added if required. The 1/4 wave 80 meter (62 feet 
each leg) and 40 meter (41 feet each leg) will readily 
fit in our back yard if they are required! 
 
Until next month. 
 
Larry 
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 HDARC ACTIVITY SCHEDULE– FEBRUARY 2012  

   

Month of February 2012  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

1 
Coffee - 1 pm at 
Flying Star in 
Corrales. 
HDARC New 
Ham Net at 7:30 
PM 

Breakfast – 
8 AM 

3 
Lunch of 
the 
Month - 
Mimi's 
Cafe at 
noon. 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
Coffee - 1 pm. 
HDARC New 
Ham Net at 7:30 
PM. 

9 
Breakfast -8 
am at the 
Flying Star 
in Corrales. 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Coffee - 1 pm. 
HDARC New 
Ham Net at 7:30 
PM. 

16 
Breakfast -8 
am  

17 
 

18 
Club meeting, 
10:00 AM at the 
APD substation, 
Ellison Road 
opposite Cibola 
HS. VE Testing 
at 12:30 PM 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Coffee - 1 pm. 
HDARC New 
Ham Net at 7:30 
PM. 

23 
Breakfast -8 
am  

24 
 

25 
Breakfast Social 
at Seferino's in 
Rio Rancho. 9:00 
AM. All are 
welcome! 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

    

       

 
 
 


