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Well February has finally arrived. It brings Valentine day on the 14th which 
means I should at least get some flowers and look for a nice place to take the 
XYL out if she isn’t working. Also I would hope that February would bring some 
warmer weather but I have learned after over 25 years in New Mexico not to 
count on. February also brings HDARC elections. This year we are electing a 
Vice President and a Treasurer. We have one nominee for both positions but if 
anyone else would like to throw his/her hat into the ring we have until the 
meeting on the 20th to do so. George Key W5YZ has volunteered to ramrod this 
years field day operation the last weekend in June and will be holding some 
meetings on laying out the set up and looking for a location. Any member that 
wants to assist George on the committee for setting up the preparations for field 
day contact George at gskey@g,com. In April we have a special guest speaker. Dr 
Patricia Henning (UNM) will be talking about Radio Astronomy and her position 
as the Square Kilometer Array  Consortium  project that is looking at the 
feasibility of building a radio telescope that will occupy one square kilometer on 
one side (3280 ft) . For this meeting in April, we will be at the Alegria location 
we have our Christmas party at each year. More information will be coming prior 
to the April meeting on this event. 
The February meeting will have myself and Larry Elkin with a presentation on 
HF radio. This will be a hands on presentation with hf radios and antenna 
connected up and operating. We will try and explain the different functions of two 
modern HF radios and demonstrate the different operations that may be 
performed. This will include Digital as well as SSB. This should be a fun 
presentation for all concerned. If you have an HF radio that you want to learn 
more about bring it with you but let us know its make and model. We will try and 
assist you on learning more about it also. The March meeting has no one at 
present for a guest speaker and if anyone has ideas please let me know. 
Don’t forget that HDARC has a coffee group that meets on Wednesdays at 2pm at 
the Flying Star just north of the junction of Corrals Rd and Alameda. Also on 
Thursday mornings some early birds also enjoy breakfast at the same location. I 
would remind all members that we also conduct our HDARC net on Thursday 
evenings at 8 pm on 145.330 Mhz and would like to see more members checking 
in if you are available.                                                                                                              
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On Wednesdays, at 8:30 pm local time, don’t forget the 220 FM Rag Chewers Net on the 224.480 Mhz 
repeater. If out of the area, join us via IRLP reflector 9221. We have a great time “rag chewing”, as the 
name implies. 
On the 4th Saturday of the month at 9 am there is a brunch at the Sandia Casino just north of 
Albuquerque just off I-25.  
Bill Firth’s wife Bev, has just had some back surgery completed and is doing well according to Bill. 
We are glad to hear that, and wish Bev a speedy recovery. Judy Nurenberg KC7KPG on vacation in 
Arizona,  has had some health problems that has occurred that we all hope will be cleared up before too 
long and allow her to enjoy her trip away from the cold of the Grants area. The club is thinking kind  
thoughts for her .  
Once again we are looking forward to a good  year for HDARC. For those that have to travel, travel 
safe and stay well. 
Frank – AB5WJ 
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THE HDARC !! 
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            HDARC SILENT KEYS 
“Lest WE Forget” 
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  SECRETARY/TREASUR REPORT
 

HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MINUTES 
January 16, 2010   

The Club meeting was called to order by President Frank Warren AB5WJ at 
12:02 PM, with member introductions.  There were 22 people in attendance, including 
guests Rome Armijo KF5BNF, Mike Langner K5MGR, and guest speaker Don Wood 
W5FHA, ARRL section manager for New Mexico.  Rome became a Club member this 
afternoon.  Also present were two other new Club members; Bill Esker NS5L, and Chris 
Drummond KC5IZR.  

Don’s presentation was a general outline and explanation of the benefits that 
ARRL has for its members.  These include lobbying for more frequencies for ham use, 
communicating to the general public about amateur radio, and currently monitoring 
global situations such as that in Haiti.  One of Don’s most interesting points was that 
Homeland Security and FEMA do not quite know how to use ham radio operators in an 
emergency, and that ARRL is working with them on that, as well.   Don is our 
representative with ARRL, and can be contacted at w5fha@arrl.net.   

Also speaking to our meeting was Mike Langner, who proposed that amateur 
radio might generate interest among potential new members by distributing used copies 
of QST and other radio publications at the local veterans’ hospital for patients to read. 
Mike’s email address is k5mgr@arrl.net.  

 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 For the President’s Report, Frank stated that the recent Board of Directors had 
voted to approve expenditure for the plaque that will be awarded as a prize in the 
upcoming New Mexico QSO event.  The amount is $30.00.  There was one Nay vote, 
the rest Aye.  Frank continued to say that the February meeting will be show & tell for 
HF radios and antennas.  Bill Firth KE5TOB reported that he has sent an invitation to a 
UNM astronomy professor to present her program to a future meeting about arrays. 
   
 The Vice President’s Report was given by Larry Elkin NY5L.  He reported that 
he will be calling KNME to arrange a tour of their HDTV facilities.  He added that he 
will try to get the Alegria Clubhouse for the radio astronomy presentation, and possibly 
for our family meeting in May as well.  For the family meeting, Jerry Aceto K6LIE will 
be presenting photos and information from this year’s Winter Olympics in Vancouver, 
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B.C.  Larry added that efforts to speak with Jerry in Vancouver via IRLP were 
hampered because two of the local IRLP repeaters were down. 
    

 The Secretary’s Report is in the form of the previous meeting’s minutes, which 
are printed in the monthly newsletter and emailed to each member.  Kathey Meland 
WB6JAN reported that.  The December minutes were approved by a show of hands. 
 
 The Treasurer’s Report was given by Kennie Warren W5KLW in the absence of 
Treasurer Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK.  Kennie reported that the balance in the Club 
account as of today was $900.87. 
 

 Jim Hunter NM5JH had no report from the Club Board of Directors, since their 
activities were reported earlier by Frank Warren.  As Net Control Coordinator, he 
stressed the need for more volunteers to do the Nets because amateur radio could lose 
the use of frequencies through lack of participation. 
 
   Public Information Officer Jerry Aceto K6LIE is currently in Vancouver B.C. 
with the Olympics, but will return in March. 
   
 Kennie Warren W5KLW reported that the Club now has 72 licensed members 
and 4 auxiliary members.  The Ladies Lunch is scheduled for Saturday, January 30th.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 Frank announced that there are two Club offices due to come up for election in 
February 2010, and invited interested members to contact him if they wished to run for 
election.  One is Vice President.  Larry Elkin NY5L has decided to run again.  The other 
office is Treasurer.  Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK has decided not to run again and Bob Nieri 
N5UKA has decided to run for that office.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Frank announced that ARRL Field Day is coming up in June.  He invited George 
Key W5YZ to coordinate Field Day activities.  All members interested in helping 
George should contact Frank at ab5wj@arrl.net. 
   
 Frank also introduced the subject of training opportunities for members, such as 
soldering practice, ohmmeter kits to assemble, etc.  Anyone with ideas for this is invited 
to email Frank or Larry.  Larry’s email is ny5l@arrl.net.  
    
 For Kids’ Day, also in June, Frank and Larry will be contacting the local Boys 
and Girls’ Club to generate interest.  Kathey has contacted the local Girl Scout Council, 
but has received no response to date. 
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 Marty Soffran NM5MS announced he has extra batteries available for anyone 
who can use them.  They are sealed dry cells, 8” X 10” X 6”.   
   
 This meeting was adjourned at 1:55 PM by President Frank Warren, after a 
motion to adjourn was made by Bill Firth and seconded by Larry. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN 
Secretary  

 
                             

 

  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 

 
 
M  

                          
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings, from Vancouver, British 
Columbia, home of the 2010 Winter 
Olympic Games. This is the 2nd 

international publication of your 
newsletter, the first being from Beijing, 
China in 2008. I have been fortunate to 
work the Olympics for a 5th time! 
Publishing the newsletter from outside 
the country is unique for both the club 
and myself. Not many clubs have an 
international component and it is great 
fun to be able to do it. 
 
This time, I am manager of the Satellite 
farm. The satellite farm is a very 
important backup system to the  
international fiber network. Should 
there be problems in the optical 
network, the satellite systems will keep 
things on the air. As you can see in the 
picture, I was fortunate to be able to 
hold the torch! It was not lit, but it was a 
thrill just the same.   
 
The International Broadcast Center is 
housed in a beautiful new convention 
center located very close to Canada 
Place. If you have ever taken a cruise to 
Alaska from Vancouver, Canada Place 
is where you began your voyage from. 

K6LIE HOLDING ONE OF THE 
OLYMPIC TORCH’S. 
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       International Broadcast Center-Vancouver, B.C, 
                                                           
It has been moderately cool here. As you have probably heard, mother natural has not been 
cooperating at the Cypress Mountain venue. Snow has had to be brought in via truck and 
helicopter to build up the Snowboard and Freestyle Skiing venues. Whistler is doing okay 
snow wise. The games start on the 12th (today is the 8th) and it looks like no snow is going to 
happen in the short term, so let’s hope the Cypress venue can be ready by show time! 
                                
   

                                                             
               NEW CONVENTION CENTER HOUSING THE IBC. 
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Below is one of the dishes here at the satellite farm. This one is owned by AT&T and is 
being used by NBC Sports for backup. It is the largest dish measuring 4.3 meters in diameter 
(just over 14 feet). I will put together a program for the club which will show in greater depth 
how this all goes together. 
 

 
                          Antenna used by NBC Sports 
    

 
Example of a smaller downlink dish. This one for NHK 
(Japan) and is 3.3 meters in diameter (about 10 feet). 
 



 

 

 

9

All of the video and audio circuits, including those from Whistle and Cypress Mountain and 
my Satellite Farm, terminate in an area of the International Broadcast Center referred to as  
Broadcast Telecom. We receive the programs from the various venues and monitor them for 
techincal quality, then send them on to the portion of the Broadcast Center that distributes the 
signals to the various broadcasters in the center. The Telecom section is vary important, for if 
a telecom circuit fails, that venue cannot be seen and must be repaired in a very timely 
manner. This is why we have two fiber routes, plus the satellite up and down links. The 
satellite systems provide a third backup system to keep us on the air in the event of a serious 
failure to the optical network. Below shows the Broadcast Telecom section of the broadcast 
center. 
 
 
 

 
            Broadcast Telecom bays at the International Broadcast Center. 
 
I will put together a program for a future meeting to show how this all goes together. In the 
meantime, everything here in Vancouver is coming together. Everything at my satellite farm 
is up and running and we are looking forward to an excellent broadcast. Hope you all enjoy 
the show! 
 
I am looking forward to returning home on March 3rd. I miss having coffee and breakfast 
with the “radio club gang”.  
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See you all soon! 
 
73   
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE                        
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
771-1323 
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2009 BANNER YEAR FOR AMATEUR RADIO ! 
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Newington, Conn.,  Jan 7, 2010    – 2009 was a banner year for new people getting Amateur 
Radio licensees in the US.  Amateur Radio, often called “ham radio,” has been growing over 
recent years, but 2009 was a record.  According to the ARRL, the national association for 
Amateur Radio, the FCC issued more than 30,000 new ham radio licenses in 2009.   
  
A total of 30,144 new licenses were granted in 2009, an increase of almost 7.5 percent from 
2008. In 2005, 16,368 new hams joined Amateur Radio's ranks; just five years later, that 
number had increased by almost 14,000 -- a whopping 84 percent! The ARRL is the largest 
of several organizations trusted by the FCC to administer Amateur Radio license exams in 
the US.  
  
"When looking at the statistics over the last 10 years, these are some the highest numbers 
we've seen," explained Maria Somma, manager of the ARRL testing programs. "The total 
number of US amateurs has grown each year." Currently there are 682,500 licensed Amateur 
Radio operators in the USA, an almost 3 percent rise over 2008. In 2008, there were 663,500 
licensed amateurs; there were 655,800 in 2007.   There are approximately 2.5 million 
Amateur Radio enthusiasts worldwide.  It was also noted that a much higher percentage of 
licensees are going far beyond an entry-level license and earning higher class (and much 
more difficult) FCC Amateur Radio licenses.  Despite the predictions of some commentators 
that Amateur Radio would be dying with the development of cell phones and the Internet, 
hams instead have taken and incorporated those digital and computer technologies into their 
wireless hobby, creating many new developments in the process.   
  
Somma applauded all the volunteers whose "hard work and contribution of countless hours of 
time helps to ensure the future of Amateur Radio. I am delighted by these important 
achievements. 2009 was a very good year for Amateur Radio and I am excited by the 
promise of 2010."  For more information see http://www.Hello-Radio.org. 
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HOUSE BILL 10 REGARDING HAM RADIO IN YOUR VEHICLE
 
While HB10 is not law yet it is looking great at this time. 
  
A special thanks to Dave Johnson, KB5YIW, in Socorro for the following 
information.  
  
On February 5th, the NM House Judiciary Committee delivered a "Do Not 
Pass" recommendation for HB-10. The committee did offer a Substitute 
for HB-10 with a recommendation of "Do Pass." Of particular importance 
to the amateur radio community and emergency communications, the 
substitute bill provides for an exception: 
  
"if the driver holds a valid amateur radio operator license or other 
license issued by the federal communications commission and is 
operating an amateur radio; ..." 
  
I believe this substitute bill warrants the support of the Amateur 
Radio Community. A complete and ongong record for HB-10 can be found 
at 
http://legis.state.nm.us/LCS/_session.aspx?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=10&year=10. 
  
If you want to read the specific wording it is found on Page 11 Number 
4 under the title of "[NEW MATERIAL] USE OF MOBILE COMMUNICATION DEVICE 
PROHIBITED--EXCEPTIONS--PENALTY.-- 
  
THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO E-MAILED COMMENTS ON THIS BILL! 
  
Don - W5FHA 
New Mexico Section Manager 
 

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINING
 
Subject: Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training 
 
Our current CERT class graduates January 30.  Our next class is scheduled on Tuesday 
evenings starting March 2, 2010 and continuing each Tuesday through April 20, 2010. 
Evening classes are held from 6-9 PM.  All classes are held at Fire Station #5 on Santa Fe 
Hills Blvd NE in Enchanted Hills.  We already have 15 people registered for this Tuesday 
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evening session so, if you are interested, you need to sign up ASAP as we limit classes to 25 
people.   
  
Our next CERT class after that will be held on Saturdays in June 2010;  IE: June 5, 12, 19 
and 26, 2010.  Saturday classes are taught   9 AM - 4 PM with a break for lunch from noon - 
1 PM. 
  
CERT is the very best training program there is for citizens.  It helps you be prepared to help 
yourself, your family and your neighbors in times of disaster.  Come join the nearly 400 
others who have graduated from this program here in Rio Rancho.  Be prepared, not scared! 
  
Preregistration is required. Anyone 18 or older is welcome; youth 15-17 may attend with a 
parent or adult guardian. Call Kris Axtell at 891-5856 if you want to register.  Note for City 
employees:  although you take CERT on your own time, you do get 20 hours safety training 
credit for attending. 
  
Rick Bassi, CEM 
Emergency Programs Manager 
505-891-5855 
 

 

�

HDARC WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 

HDARC women’s group: 

 The next luncheon is on Friday, Februay 26th. at noon.  I do have to put in reservations 
so I need to know if you are coming. The luncheon starts at noon at the Pasta House on 
Southern Avenue in Rio Rancho.   

Please bring books you want to share. Projects you are working on. Pictures of 
vacations to share, etc. and come to enjoy the group and conversation. 

Please let me know if you are coming. 

Kennie Warren 

961-9212 
�

 
 

 
�
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NEW MEXICO NETS 
 
I thought many of you might like to have a list of New Mexico Nets, so I looked around the 
net and found this list provided by Brian, N5ZGT. It is about the most comprehensive list I 
have found to date for our state. I hope you find it useful. 
 
Jerry Aceto K6LIE 

Amateur Radio Nets 
All Amateurs Welcome to Check In!  

Send additions / corrections to Brian, N5ZGT  
Daily  

NM Breakfast Club Net 6:30AM on 3.939 MHz.  

SCAT Net (Mon-Fri) 7:06AM on the 145.33 (+, 100 Hz PL) and 444.00 (+, 100 Hz PL) linked repeaters. 

Rusty's Net (Mon-Fri) 8:45AM - 10:45AM on the 146.94 (-, 100 Hz PL) and 146.96 (-, 100 Hz PL) linked 
repeaters. 

NM Roadrunner Traffic Net 0100 UTC on 3.939 MHz. 
Sunday  

NM ARES/RACES open state-
wide net 

1st and 3rd Sunday at 1930 MDT (summer) and 1830 MST (winter) on 3.939 
MHz, or after the NM Roadrunner net if it runs long. 

QCWA Net 8:00PM on the 146.72 (-, no PL) repeater. 

6 Meter Weak Signal Net 8:00PM on 50.150 MHz USB 

Amateur Radio Caravan Club Net  9:00PM on the 145.33 (+, 100 Hz PL) and 444.000 (+, 100 Hz PL) repeaters. 

New Mexico 10 Meter Net 9:00PM on 28.440 MHz USB 
Monday  

Sandoval County ARES Net 7:30PM on the 147.10 (+, 67 Hz PL) repeater. 

900 MHz Weak Signal Net 7:30PM on 902.100 MHz USB 

2 Meter Weak Signal Net 8:00PM on 144.200 MHz USB 

Northern New Mexico ARC Net 8:30PM on the 145.19 (-, no PL) repeater. 
Tuesday  

1200 MHz Weak Signal Net 7:30PM on 1296.15 MHz USB 

220 MHz Weak Signal Net 8:00PM on 222.100 Mhz USB 
Wednesday   

Socorro Amateur Radio 
Association Net 8:00PM on the 146.68 (-, 100 Hz PL) repeater. 

Valencia County Amateur Radio 
Association Net 8:00PM on the 146.700 (-, 100 Hz PL) repeater. 

70 cm Weak Signal Net 8:00PM on 432.100 MHz USB 

220 FM Rag Chewers Net 8:30PM on the 224.48 (-, No PL) repeater in Rio Rancho. (K6LIE) 
Thursday  

Bernalillo County ARES Net 7:00PM on the 146.90 (-, 67 Hz PL), 146.94 (-, 100 Hz PL) and 146.96 (-, 100 Hz 
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PL) repeaters. 

High Desert ARC Net  8:00PM on the 145.33 (-, 100 Hz PL) and 444.00 (+, 100 Hz PL) repeaters.  

New Mexico Swap net 8:30PM on all Upper Rio FM Society and Mega Link Repeaters in New Mexico 
(See repeater list above). 

10 Meter Occasional Net 9:00PM on 28.342 MHz 
Friday  

New Mexico Health Net  9:00AM on all Mega Link repeaters in New Mexico (See repeater list above) 
Saturday  

Southern Baptist Convention 
Disaster Relief Net  8:00PM on all Mega Link repeaters in New Mexico (See repeater list above) 

 

�

W1AW 2009/2010 WINTER OPERATING SCHEDULE 

FROM THE ARRL WEBSITE  

Morning Schedule: 
  
Time Mode Days  
------------------- ---- ---------  
1400 UTC (9 AM EST) CWs Wed, Fri  
1400 UTC (9 AM EST) CWf Tue, Thu 
  
Daily Visitor Operating Hours: 
  
1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST) 
1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) 
  
(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM EST)) 
  
Afternoon/Evening Schedule: 
  
2100 UTC (4 PM EST) CWf Mon, Wed, Fri  
2100 " " CWs Tue, Thu 
2200 " (5 PM EST) CWb Daily 
2300 " (6 PM EST) RTTY Daily  
0000 " (7 PM EST) CWs Mon, Wed, Fri  
0000 " " CWf Tue, Thu 
0100 " (8 PM EST) CWb Daily 
0200 " (9 PM EST) RTTY Daily  



 

 

 

15

0245 " (9:45 PM EST) VOICE Daily  
0300 " (10 PM EST) CWf Mon, Wed, Fri  
0300 " " CWs Tue, Thu 
0400 " (11 PM EST) CWb Daily 
Frequencies (MHz)  
-----------------  
CW: 1.8025 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675 28.0675 147.555 
RTTY: - 3.5975 7.095 14.095 18.1025 21.095 28.095 147.555 
VOICE: 1.855 3.990 7.290 14.290 18.160 21.390 28.590 147.555 
  
Notes:  
  
CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM 
CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM  
CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM 
  
CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW 
bulletins. 
  
RTTY = Teleprinter Bulletins = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and 
MFSK16 sent only as time allows. 
  
Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is 
given at the beginning of each practice and at the beginning of 
alternate speeds. 
  
On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM EST), Keplerian Elements 
for active amateur satellites are sent on the regular teleprinter 
frequencies. 
  
A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 
0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Fridays. 
  
In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as 
follows: Voice on the hour, Teleprinter at 15 minutes past the hour, 
and CW on the half hour. 
  
All licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1500 UTC to 1700 
UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and then from 1800 UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM 
to 3:45 PM EST) Monday through Friday. Be sure to bring your 
current FCC amateur radio license or a photocopy. 
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The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 102 in the 
October 2009 issue of QST or on the web at, 
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html  

�

�

SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
3rd Saturday of the month at noon. Location of meeting is the Albuquerque 
Police NW Command – 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from Cibola High 
School).  
 
Breakfast Social 
4th Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
At the Sandia Casino, Thur Shan Buffet.   
 
Coffee at Flying Star 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
Breakfast at Flying Star 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd across the street 
from The Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales 
Rd. 
 
 

HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (NM5JH) Net Control Coordinator. 
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DX News 

Larry Elkin NY5L – Vice President 
 

DX and Propagation  

             02/01/10 

Hope everyone has recovered from the end of 2009!! 
  
Well, according to various propagation reports the overall Sunspot numbers are slowly 
increasing with additional clusters of Sunspots being observed last month. The last week 
of January showed Sunspot numbers averaging 28. In human terms there has been an 
increase in the number areas of the world from which stations have been worked or at least 
heard. 
  
40 meters from just before sunset to the area listed for 17 meters as well as West and South 
Africa. 
  
20 meters after sunrise to Europe, Middle East. South and Central America and Caribbean 
area. 
  
17 meters afternoons to Asia, Europe and possibly other areas. 
  
15 meters, pot luck! 
  
10 meters, ??? 
  
Some of the stations I worked were from the CU,TI,GI and OZ prefixes on both 20 and 40 
meters. 
  
Due to some real large pileups, I only heard the stations from VP8, V5, FK, and VP8. 
Since I am not able to work 75/80 meters, 20, 40, and 17 meters were used for these 
observations and my contacts. If you can work 3.78 to 3.8 Mhz. at night (MT) there is a 
good possibility you will be able to work European DX. 
  
 Just to review my operating conditions: I am operating with an Icom 7000 (or sometimes 
my Icom 707) feeding barefoot into a Mosley RV3 tri-band (10,15,20) top load ground 
mounted vertical antenna using an MFJ 949E antenna tuner to operate on 17,12, and 40 
meters. I mention my station setup to our newer amateurs to show you that you don't not 
need 5-20,000 dollars worth of equipment to get DX.  
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Last week I had the opportunity to check out a QRM problem at a members shack. A great 
deal of electrical noise is coming through the AC wiring. This is a tough problem to 
overcome!  Battery operation--off the grid may help somewhat as will antenna noise 
cancelling receiver accessories on the antenna lead-in. The purest will say stop using a 
vertical antenna!  
  
As many of you know Frank and I will set up a fully operational station at the next club 
meeting. We are going to review the various common features found on most 
modern transceivers and also show you some good operating techniques to better utilize 
these features. 
  
One example of what we will show you is a better way to tune your receiver to find DX 
stations. After you read this months newsletter, check the tuning rate of your receiver; if it 
is set for more the .1kc, change it. Sure it takes longer to tune across the band but it is 
easier to hear and maybe work those weak stations right next to a stronger signal. 
That’s my "trick". 
  
Happy DX'g 
  
Larry 
NY5L 

 

 
I  

 

 
INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS 

 
Fred Lete’s (KC5IPK)  442.750 (PL 162.2) repeater is working great from 
his new location on  Sandia Crest!! It has very wide area coverage now. 
Lets get on his repeater with signal reports whenever you can. His system 
is working very well. At its new location, it is ideally suited for club use, 
club net, etc. Reports are needed to determine just what the coverage is. If 
you would like more info on his system, you may call him at 892-0380 or 
on his cell phone at 261-7464. 
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My 224.480 Mhz repeater is doing well at Fred’s QTH. Our 220 Rag 
Chewers Net, meeting on Wednesday evenings at 8:30 PM, is doing very 
well and has become quite popular. Incorporating my IRLP system has 
made the net even more fun, allowing for stations from all over the 
country to join in on the net. I hope to hear more of the club members in 
the future. 
 
I have added the Amateur Radio Newsline broadcast to the system every 
Monday evening at 8:30 PM local time.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this system, contact Jerry – K6LIE at 
771-1323. 
 
Please consider supporting the club use of these systems that are available 
to all of you. They constitute much work and personal expense in setting 
up and maintaining them and are provided simply for the love of our 
hobby. I think I can speak for Fred and certainly for myself when I say 
that the club truly has two very useful repeaters to use and enjoy. 
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
February 2010 

 
Saturday, February 

20th.  Club Meeting at 
the   

Albq Police Station – 
4051 Ellison Ave NW 
 (across from 
Cibola High School). 
 

Saturday, February 
27th. 

 BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at the Golden 

Corral on Alemeda. 
 

Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across the 
street from Sunflower 

Market 
 

Every Thursday at 8 
am NMHDARC 

Breakfast at The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across the 
street from Sunflower 

Market 
 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL. 
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please contact 
Jim Hunter, NM5JH our net control coordinator to sign up. We have 
several openings in January and February. Jim can be reached via 
e-mail at nm5jh@arrl.net , or by phone at 505 897-2939. 

 
The list of Net Control operators for February: 

 

   Feb 4               Kathey Meland – WB6JAN 

   Feb 11             Bill Firth – KE5TOB 

   Feb 18             Larry Elkin – NY5L 

                         Feb 25             Jim Hunter –NM5JH 

If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
ab5wj@arrl.net. You are welcome to use their radios at their home 
and take net control. This is great practice for talking on the radio. 
Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank teaches a lot of 
courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
_____________________________________________________�

DON’T FORGET THE CLUB MEETING 
FEBRUARY 20TH AT NOON!!  

OUR PROGRAM WILL BE PRESENTED BY 
FRANK WARREN AB5WJ & LARRY ELKIN 

NM5L ON OPERATING HF EQUIPMENT. THIS 
WILL BE A HANDS ON DEMONSTRATION. 
BRING QUESTIONS AND YOUR RIG IF YOU 

NEED TO. 

ALSO, VOTING WILL TAKE PLACE AT THIS 
MEETING  
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OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY,  on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both repeaters require a 
100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each   month from October 
through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian Church 8600 
Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic, making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They                             

                         meet at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank & I-40 next to the Owl Cafe. 
· All Hams are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 

business/program starts at 7pm 
· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 

one of ASXA’s founding members. 
· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-

3554 
·  

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
· The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
· Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
· Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
· Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
· This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

· They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 

 
 

UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
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· The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 
July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  

· The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 
in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 

· Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 
146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 

 
 


