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HELLO TO ALL, 
 
Our January meeting started off our new year for 
the club, and we will be looking  
forward to another successful year.  
As mentioned last month, our club election for Vice 
President and Treasurer are coming  
up at our next club meeting in February.  
Larry Elkin (NY5L) has stepped forward for a 
second term as Vice President,  
and Patricia Nekoranec (KE5MJK) was nominated 
by Bill Warshauer (K5BNW) for Treasurer.  
The February meeting is an important one because 
of the election of these  
two offices and all club members are encourage to 
attend this meeting. Only members of HDARC in 
good standing who hold a valid amateur radio 
license are eligible to vote for the above named 
officers. 
  
If by chance anyone cannot attend this meeting, 
members can vote for the above officers by sending 
an e-mail to the club Secretary, Kathey Meland 
(WB6JAN) at wb6jan@arrl.net. All absentee votes 
must be received by Kathey by February 12th.  
Our next club meeting will on February 16th.  
 
Serena Swigert said the next Ladies Sewing and 
Social group meeting will be held  
on the second Saturday in February at 1:00 PM 
after the club breakfast at JB's  
restaurant. You can contact Serena at her home at 
994-9114.  
 
Also Duane Scheider (K5DLS) has two utility 
trailers for sale, anyone interested  
can contact Duane by e-mail duanel612@msn.com 
for more details.  
 
See you all at our next club meeting.  
 
  73, Bob Swigert, K0RGS  
  
.  
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OFFICER REPORTS 
 
 
 

HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MINUTES 
 

January 19, 2008   

 
The Club meeting was held at our temporary location at the DPS building on Quantum 

Road in Rio Rancho.  The meeting was called to order by President Bob Swigert, K0RGS, at 
1:10 PM, with member introductions.  Bob thanked Rick Bassi and Kris Axtell for providing 
our meeting place.  He stated that December’s Club Christmas party at the Golden Corral 
was a success, with approximately 28 members in attendance.  Bob further announced that 
elections for Club offices of treasurer and vice president are approaching in February.  He 
announced also that Bill Warshauer K5BNW has withdrawn his name for Club treasurer, and 
that Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK has volunteered to run for this position.  Incumbent Larry Elkin 
NY5L is currently running unopposed for vice president.   Bob instructed any members 
interested in running for these offices to contact Club secretary Kathey Meland WB6JAN.  
Bob further announced that Duane Schneider K5DLS has two utility trailers for sale.   

John Clark KK7V shared his collection of keys used for CW and therefore became our 
Guest Speaker for this meeting. 

There was no drawing this month. 
NEW BUSINESS 
 The membership thanked Jerry Aceto K6LIE, for writing an excellent Club Newsletter, 
and announced that Jerry will be the Club’s information officer.  He also announced that the 
Club web site will be updated with a new member application and a page devoted to 
educational opportunities.   
 Bob announced the need for guest speakers for Club meetings.  This month’s 
scheduled guest speaker was unable to attend, so he will be contacted for the February 
meeting.   
 Bob announced that the Club is still searching for a permanent meeting place.  Several 
possibilities were mentioned, but none so far seemed to be suitable.  
 Bob announced that Judy and Tom Nurenberg KC7KPG and KC7KPF are vacationing 
in Arizona but can be contacted on their mobile rig on 14.322 most mornings, and will notify 
us when they set up a base station. 
 John KK7V told us of a radio operator in Edgewood who recently suffered a stroke 
and cannot talk but can and does use CW. 



 

 

 

3

 Larry NY5L reminded the members of Club coffee Wednesday afternoons and 
breakfast Thursday mornings, both at The Market Café on Alameda near Corrales Road. 
 Jerry K6LIE reminded the membership of the Tailgate on January 26th.  Bill K5BNW 
said that it is possible to mount a ½ wave antenna on a fiberglass mount without making a 
hole, for work on 2 meters. 
   
OLD BUSINESS 

The Treasurer’s Report, read by Bob, stated there was a balance of  
$890.00 in the Club treasury.   

The November Secretary’s Report (minutes) was made available by  
means of copies at this meeting.  These minutes are published monthly on our Club web site.  
The November minutes were accepted by majority vote. 

Larry Elkin NY5L announced a new DX contest for Club members.  The prize is a free 
breakfast at JB’s, and contest rules are available on the Club web site.   

Bill K5BNW motioned for this meeting to adjourn with Pat KE5MJK seconding.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 2:05 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN  
Secretary 
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 
 

NEW REPEATER COMING TO TOWN! 
 

Hi Everyone, 
I want to let everyone know that I will be setting up my repeater in the 
coming weeks. It is being shipped from Seattle, Washington and should 
arrive by about the second week of February.  
 
The output of the repeater is 224.480 Mhz, with an input frequency of 
222.880 Mhz. The system is open with no PL. I also intend to link my IRLP 
node to the system. The IRLP node also will be open for all to use. The 
repeater will be located at Fred Lete’s (KC5IPK) QTH in Rio Rancho, near 
the Intel Plant. It should cover the entire city of Albuquerque as well as Rio 
Rancho and surrounding areas. Fred has his 440 repeater at his home and it 
does a very nice job covering the entire valley. My system will run about 30 
to 40 watts output. The antenna will be either a 7db gain Hustler G7-220 or 
an 8.6 db gain DB products full commercial “station master” type. I may be 
able to have a friend back in the Seattle area ship the commercial antenna. I 
also incorporate a 4 cavity bandpass / bandreject Wacom duplexer along with 
2 additional pass cavities, one for the receiver and one for the transmitter. 
The IRLP node will be linked by radio to the repeater. 
 
Now, I can just hear everyone saying “220??? Who’s on 220? I thought we 
lost it, or we will lose it”. Well, I admit it is a very little used band. But it is 
now exclusively a non-shared ham only band and is really a great band. It 
easily compares with 2 meters and is better than 440 when it comes to man 
made or natural obstacles. I have had this repeater operating in the Seattle 
area for close to 25 years, trying to promote more use of this great band and I 
will continue to do so here. The only way we will lose this band is if it is not 
used. It would be a shame to lose such a good ham band. 
 
The system will be open to the club, as well as the entire amateur 
community. I hope you will consider giving 220 a try. 
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Also, please remember that I am always looking for articles for the newsletter. If 
you have info of interest to the club members, please write it up and send it to me 
via my e-mail address. 
 
Best 73 and hope to see you all at February Meeting! 
 
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE 
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
505 891-192 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
  
 
 
Club Meeting 
Saturday, February 16th  at 1:00 PM, Rio Rancho Public Safety Building, 
Quantum Road. Use the side entrance. 
 
Breakfast Social 
2nd Saturday of every month  
JB’s Restaurant, 1620 Rio Rancho Dr (HWY 528), Rio Rancho. 
 
 
Coffee at The Market Café 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM at Alameda (HWY 528) and Corrales Rd in the 
Sunflower Market shopping center. 
 
Breakfast at The Market Café 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM at Alameda (HWY 526) and Corrales 
Rd in the Sunflower Market Shopping Center. 
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SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS  -CONTINUED 
  
 

HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) Net Control Coordinator. 
 

 
        
 
 

 
 

DX News 
Larry Elkin, Vice President, NY5L   

 
                                             THE WORLD OF DX                                      �

 �
As I mentioned last month, if you are going to DX then you will need QSL cards. Yes I know that 
there are internet QSL card services such as “eQSL” and the ARRL “Logbook of the World” but 
you still have traditionalists in the hobby who like to have a hard-copy QSL in their hand. You 
should consider all modes of QSL’g. If you want to roll your own cards “Google”  QSL software and 
freeware to see what is available. Of course, you can also check-out the ads in “CQ” and “QST” for 
commercial QSL printing firms.  Hopefully, you will keep your present call-sign for a while---at least 
until you earn your EXTRA license. For QSL card conten, I can bring in examples to show you at 
the February meeting.�
 (I made a promise to myself to get a vanity call only when I had my EXTRA. So, thanks to Rick 
KJ5WO, and Frank AB5WJ, I earned my EXTRA in August ’07.)�
I purchased QSL cards back in 1992 when I earned my General license (KB9IFM). �
 �
OK, so you have QSL cards. How do you get them to the station on that island 2000 miles SE of 
nowhere?  First consider purchasing The ARRL DXCC List. I am using the January 2007 booklet 
purchased last august at the Albuquerque hamfest. This booklet contains a good deal of the 
information on QSL card checkers for earning the DXCC award as well as Outgoing and Incoming 
QSL card bureaus. The ARRL outgoing bureau is a great mailing bargain for sending QSL’s to 
hams in many countries of the world. For example, you can send the bureau 10 QSL cards plus 
$1.50 and your cards will be forwards to foreign amateur radio organizations who will then forward 
the cards to the member hams.  Of course, you have to confirm with the other ham whether they 
use the “BURO”, or will exchange via direct mail---or a QSL manager. A QSL manger is a ham who 
has agreed to manage the QSL’s incoming and outgoing for individual hams. Also, the other ham 
may prefer an electronic QSL.  As for the Incoming Bureau, consult the ARRL website under 
services for information on postage and envelopes for each of the US call areas. Reminder---you 
must be an ARRL member to use these two bureaus. Canadian and Mexican hams should review 
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their organizations websites for this information. You can also find information on the web for 
private QSL bureaus both in North America and abroad.�
 �
Oh, by the way, if you have children in school studying geography, QSL cards are a “real world” 
way to have them learn where some of the exotic QTH’s are of the hams you have spoken with. As 
an example, since receiving my new call “NY5L”, I have had QSO’s with hams from ; Cuba; 
Venezuela;  Socorro Island (Mex.); Chile;  Marquesas Is.; Brazil and Trinidad & Tobago. Do you 
know the locations of Socorro Is. or Maquesas Is? A reminder, where still at the bottom of the sun 
spot/solar cycle.  The bands are dead!!  Check the DX contest!�
 �
73�
Larry NY5L �
 

 
NEW CLUB DX MONTHLY CONTEST! 

 
���������	��
��
�����������	��
��
�����������	��
��
�����������	��
��
�� �

 �
Announcing the HDARC series of monthly DX’g contests.�
 �
Each month, we will select a HDARC member’s QSL card for a direct (non repeater—point to point 
wireless Ham radio contact) between the club member’s QTH and a designated prefix or DX 
country entity to win a free breakfast for two. There are no frequency limitations other than the 
ham’s license level limitations.�
The member and their guest must submit the card on the day of the monthly club breakfast.�
 �
The QSL card, for a QSO from a location the farthest from Rio Rancho NM (in air miles) wins. 
Mileage ties will be decided by the earliest QSO date within the previous 24 months (from Feb. 
2006).�
 �

February Contest �
 �
A QSL card for a QSO with a prefix beginning with a number “1” through “9” can be submitted for 
consideration. �
For example the prefix “6Y…” is for Jamaican Ham stations; “3A… is for Ham stations located in 
Monaco.�
Only those numbered prefixes as listed in the January ARRL 2007 DXCC List are eligible.�
 �
Larry                                                                                                                       �
NY5L�
�
�
�
�
�
  
�
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INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS 

 
Fred Lete (KC5IPK) would like to let our members know that our club is 
welcome  to use his repeater. It is located at his home in Rio Rancho near Intel 
and has very good coverage of greater Albuquerque area. Also covers up to the 
Santa Fe area. The frequency is 442.750 Mhz with a PL of 162.2 hertz. If you 
would like more info on his system, you may call him at 892-0380 or on his cell 
phone at 261-7464. 
 
*************************************************** **************  
The Malpais VE Group. (Submitted by Frank Warren – AB5WJ) 
One of the oldest continually operating Volunteer Examination Groups in New Mexico is the Malpais VE 
group. Originally founded in Grants NM back in 1989, the group was started by Frank Warren AB5WJ, the 
late Rusty Crooks KD5SY and Dave Mallery K5EN. Frank taught amateur radio classes at the local New 
Mexico State University Branch in Grants and the examinations were given in the computer lab utilizing the 
new exam software by W5YI VEC group. The group provided examinations for the western part of New 
Mexico until the year 2000 when Franks wife Kennnie, W5KLW (previously KC5KCN) moved to Placitas 
New Mexico as the principal of the elementary school in that town. The exam group moved also and the 
exams were given at Kennie’s school in the computer lab until she retired. At this time the group now had 15 
VE’s both General and Extra class and made a decision that it would change its exam scheduling to “Exams 
On Demand” (EOD) as well as “Have Laptops Will Travel”. Since the founding of the High Desert Amateur 
Radio Club of New Mexico (HDARC), the Malpais group has been associated for examinations under the 
HDARC banner. Frank is an ARRL certified instructor and still teaches amateur radio technician and general 
classes for Central New Mexico Community College, Workforce Training Center as well as special classes 
when required for public service personnel around the area on a steady basis.  Malpais VE group provides 
the examination sessions.  
 
Since 1989 the group has held license examinations for approximately 2000 amateurs with in the state of 
New Mexico, with many of them trained in classes given by Frank. The VE group now has 25 certified VE’s 
from General to Extra class and has traveled to different areas in the state to provide required examination 
sessions. One of the founders, Rusty Crooks KD5SY, became a silent key a few years ago.  
The exam group is also available on a 24/7 time period for those people who are unable to attend scheduled 
sessions. The group also has given and provides examination sessions for all commercial licenses on demand 
also. The only requirement is a 3-day notice to set up an exam session normally at Franks house in Rio 
Rancho NM. A session can be provided by contacting :  
Frank Warren AB5WJ at 
505-962-9212 
505-270-7142 

�2�U���D�W���I�Z�D�U�U�H�Q�V�U�#�H�D�U�W�K�O�L�Q�N���Q�H�W��
Editors note: A HEART FELT THANK YOU GOES OUT TO FRANK, KENNIE AND THEIR VE 
GROUP FOR A GREAT JOB!! YOU ALL ARE A WONDERFUL ASSET TO OUR HOBBY. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

9

 
INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS - continued 

 
We all got through running our net for January. I reported 50 contacts and 6 announcements to Upper Rio, 
who in-turn reports them to ARRL. By the way, that is why I could use an e-mail, phone call or radio call 
telling me your numbers when you run the net. I report them at the end of each month. If I am in town I 
usually am on the net, so you can just call me after you close the net and pass your numbers.�
�
Feb is set. As a reminder, here are those who signed up:�
 �
            Feb 7   -           Larry Elkin�
            Feb 14 -           Kathey Meland�
            Feb 21 -           Frank Warren�
            Feb 28 -           Kennie Warren�
 �
If for some reason you cannot make your net control, please contact me or one of the other controllers to fill 
in for you. Normally a couple of us monitor the net and have a script ready in case we lose a control station 
due to equipment issues.�
 �
March and April will soon be here, and all the dates are open. I try to fill those first come, first served, so if 
you want a particular date, let me as soon as you know. Dates for HDARC net are:�
 �
            Mar 6                                                                           Apr 3�
            Mar 13                                                                         Apr 10�
            Mar 20                                                                         Apr 17�
            Mar 27                                                                         April 24�
 �
Again, if you have never run the net and would like to try, just give one of us the call. You can use my ham 
shack here in the Heights, or Frank Warren will always let some use his shack over in Rio Rancho. Kennie 
ran the net one night from her mobile rig, as they were doing a class and wanted the class to hear the net.�
�
Also remember to work the RACES room at the EOC during an activation. Frank does require net 
experience. No easier way to get experience than communicating with your fellow club members on 
Thursday.�
�
Thanks again for making this task easy, and now lets see of we can raise our number of contacts. It will take 
a lot to approach Rust’s or even probably SCAT, but some other nets are within reach.�
 �
��������	
���
���� �
High Desert ARC�
Net Control Coordinator�
505.897.2939 (H)�
505. 259-3551 (Cell)�
��
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WANT TO BECOME AN AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR OR UPGRADE TO 

GENERAL? 
I 

���������������	��������
���� �
______________________________________�

As a Licensed Ham Radio Operator You Get To �

·       Serve Your Community�

·       Talk To Other Hams On The Radio�

·       Meet New Friends 
�

The High Desert Amateur Radio Club of NM will be holding a 
 course where ��� �������������	��
����
�
�����������
�����
��������
���	������� ����	�
������ � ��������
������
������ ��� �����!	�
���� � ���!���!	
�!��� �
�������������
Classes Begin in April for the Technician and the General 
Amateur radio license preparation. Dates and class times may be 
learned by Contacting Alecia West  at 505-224-5204 at CNMCC 
WTC. 
Registration is required.  Online registration can be done at 
www.cnm.edu/campus/wtc  or  505-224-5200. 
 
For more information please contact:�

Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ�

505-962-9212�
505-270-7142�
ab5wj@arrl.com 
�
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�

FOR SALE 
 

I HAVE A KENWOOD TS-50 WITH 500HZ CW FILTER , ORIGINAL 
BOX AND MANUAL, MIC, MOBILE MOUNT, AND HARDWARE. TH IS 
UNIT IS FROM A NONSMOKING SHACK AND IS IN VERY GOOD  
CONDITION. THE PRICE IS $475. I CAN BE CONTACTED AT THE 
FOLLOWING: 
 
STEVE TRIMBLE 
K5DJH 
PHONE: 891-0094 
k5djh@earthlink.net 
 
�

Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) has a new ICOM 706Mk II all Mode Transceiver  
for sale. Brand new, in box with the remote mountin g kit. “Won it and 
it’s been on the shelf ever since”. $900 new, but will sell for $800 . 
 
Jim Hunter KE5IPR 
(505) 897-2939�
(505)259-3551�
 
 

�

EDUCATIONAL NEWS 
 

What is Ham Radio? 
In case you are wondering 

The Amateur Radio Service is a non-commercial radio service with so many facets that it is hard 
to concisely describe. Amateur radio radio operators come from all walks of life, most every 
country, and have a wide variety of interests. The only thing that binds us all together is a 
sincere interest in radio communications and its associated technologies. 
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What is Amateur Radio?  The Amateur Radio Service in the US is a radio communications 
service established for voluntary non-commercial use. According to the FCC regulations, the 
purpose for having the Amateur Radio Service is:  

· (a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary 
noncommercial communication service, particularly with respect to providing emergency 
communications.��

· (b) Continuation and extension of the amateur's proven ability to contribute to the advancement of 
the radio art.  

· (c) Encouragement and improvement of the amateur service through rules which provide for 
advancing skills in both the communications and technical phases of the art. 

· (d) Expansion of the existing reservoir within the amateur radio service of trained operators, 
technicians, and electronics experts. 

· (e) Continuation and extension of the amateur's unique ability to enhance international goodwill. 

Sounds a lot like the SPAR Statement of Priniciples, doesn't it? That is not a coincidence. We 
believe the stated purpose for amateur radio is correct and fully support it. In addition, you'll find 
people here who are more than willing to help you get started. We do it because we love ham 
radio! 
What Do Hams Do?  Amateur radio covers so many things that it is impossible to list all the ham 
activities. And since amateur radio is specifically designed to permit experimentation and 
advances in radio techniques and technology, if we could list them all now, new developments 
would add to the list within a relatively short time.  
Ham activities range from just chatting with other hams, locally or around the world, to building 
radio and electronics equipment, to participating and training for emergencies. From 
experimenting with new digital communications techniques, to satellite communications, to 
restoring old radio gear, to designing and installing antenna systems. Some hams are expert 
Morse code operators, others prefer digital communications modes, others local FM repeaters. 
Some find challenges to their abilities by participating in on-the-air operating contests, others in 
direction finding competitions, others by using the minimum amount of power and equipment to 
communicate. 
Isn't Ham Radio Old Fashioned?  Well, it seems that there are some misconceptions about 
amateur radio! For example, did you know that most of the astronauts are licensed hams and 
routinely chat with school children around the world - using amateur radio? Hams have dozens 
of satellites in orbit, and have had since the 1970's. Some hams like to try special 
communications techniques, like bouncing signals off the moon or off of meteor showers. Those 
things don't sound too "old fashioned," do they? 
But today the buzz words revolve around computers and digital technology. Well, hams were 
amongst the first to incorporate personal computers into their equipment. In fact, there was a 
ham digital wireless network called packet radio that was installed and functioning across the 
US in the mid-1980's, long before the internet. Old fashioned? 
But with the modern technology of cell phones, how could hams possibly help in emergencies? 
One thing we have learned is that when there is an emergency the cell phone networks are 
jammed with calls and nothing seems to work. The same sometimes happens with other 
communications services. But hams are independent and don't rely on other services or pay any 
air-time fees. So hams can move their gear in and continue to communicate, even when most 
other means of communication have problems. Maybe they use some old fashioned techniques, 
but sometimes that's the only way to get through! Those same hams who get a challenge out of 
talking around the world with a makeshift antenna and a couple watts of power know how to do 
it! 
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How Does One Become a Ham?  Since the Amateur Radio Service is defined by law, a license 
is needed. At the present time, there are 3 classes of amateur licenses: Technician, General 
and Amateur Extra class. For each class of license a multiple choice test is given by a team of 
volunteer examiners. If you take and pass the test, you get a license. There are no age 
restrictions in the US and children have passed the most advanced amateur exams. The exams 
all contain questions regarding the rules for operating an amateur station, the frequency ranges 
where operation is allowed, general electrical and radio frequency safety considerations, very 
basic electronics, and the basics of common communications modes.   
How Much Does It Cost?  That is not an easy question! It all depends on what you want to do 
and how much work you want to put into amateur radio. The FCC does not charge for licenses, 
but there is a modest fee of about $12 charged by the volunteer examiners to take the tests. If 
you do it all at once, for that fee you can go from non-ham to Extra class - all in one day for the 
same cost. 
Once you get your license, then you will need to get some radio equipment and antennas in 
order to actually get on the air. Prices for these vary dramatically, depending on what features, 
whether the gear is new or used, etc. However, hams can work on their own equipment, in 
contrast to commercial users who must have all repair work done by certified technicians. So, if 
one wants to get on the air on a budget, there are kits that can be built and plenty of older 
equipment that can be repaired and used. It all depends on what you want to do and how much 
you want to spend. 
As far as antennas, many hams build their own. Most antennas can be built from material 
available at the local hardware store, plus a few connectors and some coaxial cable. A perfectly 
functional antenna for the short wave bands can be built in less than a day for less than $10 
worth of materials. Again, it all depends on how much effort you want to expend and how much 
money you want to spend. 
Basically you can spend thousands of dollars on radio gear and antennas if you like, or you can study and 
learn some basics and save lots of money on used equipment and by repairing or building your own radios 
and antennas. It's up to each one. 

Article used with permission of The Society For The Preservation of Amateur Radio. 
���������	�
�����
 �

�

�

�

�

ECOM NEWS 
Frank Warren Sr, AB5WJ.  RACES Officer, City of Albuquerque 

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS INFORMATION 
 
I hope that everyone had a great holiday season and that the new year  has started off 
without any problems. Albuquerque EOC had a desktop exercise in December and the 
RACES group was able to show its capability to provide back up communications for the 
city during this exercise. We had RACES operators acting as communicators throughout 
the city for the exercise in 4 locations. Participating were Don Scott N5UJT, operating at 
UNM, Wynn Brannin KE5HVQ of the DOH operating at the Albuquerque Ambulance 
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Service, Bob Swigert of HDARC K0RGS, operating as an evacuation center and last but 
not least Dan Willard NM5DW, operating as the 2nd evacuation center. 
The city is now aware that a catastrophic failure of the 800 MHZ trunked system would 
leave the county of Bernalillo and the City of Albuquerque without much needed radio 
communications until it had been repaired and brought up again. Amateur radio would 
take over as an emergency backup system during this period. Cell phones and other 
landline systems could be taxed to the maximum as well. The city EOC RACES EMCOM 
group would be the focus group for this kind of failure in the cities public communications 
system. With 21 trained RACES operators that operate during that period and with the 
ARES/RACES operators in the field for the city and county, a much needed way to 
communicate would be available. The EOC in Albuquerque operates with a supervisor and 
two operators on a 24/7 watch system until the city systems are able to once again take 
over.  
At present we have 3  911 operators who have their amateur licenses as well as many APD 
officers have licenses or are taking exams to get licenses. During the last part of January 
10 APD open space/SAR officers took a class for Technician and are awaiting their 
amateur call signs.  
The Department of Health (DOH) exercises an amateur radio net every Friday throughout 
the State of New Mexico in order to test their ability to provide emergency 
communications from health facilities around the state utilizing the Mega Link at 9 am 
local time.  
Congratulations to Greg Sanchez, the Emergency Manager for the city of Albuquerque in 
passing his Technician license exam on January 25th. He now joins Bruce Sickles 
KE5MJQ City of Albuquerque EOC manager as an amateur and RACES operator. Further 
classes and exam sessions are planning stages for the APD during 2008. EMCOM training 
will again begin in February of 2008 for the new operators in Net Control procedures and 
traffic handling as well as preparation work for the forthcoming City of Albuquerque full 
scale exercise later in the year.  
I am always looking for operators for both the EOC and to operate within the city/county 
who want to become part of the EMCOM RACES group. Those who are interested should 
contact me at  
Franklin A Warren Sr AB5WJ 
505-962-9212 
505-270-7142 
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OREGON EMERGENCY OFFICIALS SAY HAM RADIO OPERATORS 

THE UNSUNG HEROES! 
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INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION NETWORK REQUEST 

 

 
ARISS TEAM LOOKING FOR GROUND STATIONS  

 
 
Do you want to be part of the international network of ground stations that help 
support Amateur Radio on the International Space Station 
(ARISS) operations? ARISS is looking to add numerous ground stations capable 
of relaying ISS Amateur Radio sessions with schools and also serve as back-up 
communications relays should they be needed. Locations all over the world will be 
considered, but the greatest need for stations is in Central America, South 
America, Falkland Islands, Western Australia, Canada and Alaska.  
The following are guidelines for stations wanting to be considered: 
Third Party agreement with United States or waiver from their telecom agency; 
ability to speak and understand English; minimal horizon obstructions; 24/7 
access and availability of station; operator(s) willing to support scheduled contacts 
at various times; phone patch; AZ/EL tracking satellite system, preferably an auto 
tracking system with the capability for manual override; multi-element Yagis for 2 
meters and 70 cm (circular polarization preferred); pre-amps and transmit output 
greater than 70 W. If you can specify your station's EIRP and receive sensitivity 
(thereby taking into account cable losses, pre-amps and antenna gain), it would 
be greatly appreciated.  
Stations that can support the following will be given special consideration, but 
these items are not required: Auto Doppler adjustment of frequencies; ability to 
speak and understand languages other than English; 1.2 and 2.4 GHz satellite 
hardware; Packet; SSTV; Digital ATV; redundant power system, and high-speed 
Internet.  
If you or your club would like to be considered for selection as one of the new 
ARISS ground stations, send an e-mail <ARISS-telebridge@amsat.org> to ARISS 
with details about your station and contact information. -- Information provided by 
Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, ARISS International Chairman  
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
February 

 
Saturday, February 9 

*BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at JB’s 

Restaurant on HWY 
528, Rio Rancho. 

 
Saturday, February 16 
Club Meeting, 1 pm, 
Rio Rancho Public 

Safety Building, 
Quantum Road. Use 

side entrance. 
 
Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Market 
Café next to the Sun 

Flower Market on 
Alameda. 

 
Every Thursday at 8 

am NMHDARC 
Breakfast at the 

Market Café next to 
the Sun Flower Market 

on Alameda. 
 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL.  
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please 
contact Jim Hunter, KE5IPR our net control coordinator to sign up. 
We have several openings in January and February. Jim can be 
reached via e-mail at hunterabq@comcast.net , or by phone at 
505 897-2939. 

 
The list of Net Control operators for February: 
 
            Feb   7 - Larry Elkin NY5L�
            Feb 14 - Kathey Meland WB6JAN�
            Feb 21 - Frank Warren AB5WJ�
            Feb 28 - Kennie Warren W5KLW�
 ��
 
 
If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
fwarrensr@earthlink.net You are welcome to use their radios at 
their home and take net control. This is great practice for talking on 
the radio. Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank 
teaches a lot of courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

NEED BATTERIES?   
 The High Desert Radio Club now has an open commercial 

account at   Batteries Plus at 400 San Mateo Blvd., Albuquerque. 
The West side store   has been closed for about a year.  

 Members will receive the commercial discount for all store 
products.   Duracell Procell batteries are sold only by the box or 

case lots.  Just let the clerk know that you have an account under 
HDARC.   This is a cash only  account, payment can be made 

using credit cards, personal checks or cash.  You can disregard 
the request for a PO number or if you wish you can   use your call 

sign.    Bob Swigert    K0RGS 
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OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY  which has 2 meter on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both 
repeaters require a 100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each 
month from October through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church 8600 Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic , making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They 

meet in the meeting room at the Flying Star Café at Silver and 8th SW. All Hams 
are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 
business/program starts at 7pm 

· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 
one of ASXA’s founding members. 

· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-
3554 

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
· The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
· Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
· Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
· Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
· This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

· They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 
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UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
· The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 

July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  
· The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 

in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 
· Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 

146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 

 

 
Ladies Sewing & Social Group 

�

�

Serena Swigert said the next Ladies Sewing and Social group meeting will be held  
on the second Saturday in February at 1:00 PM after the club breakfast at JB's  
restaurant. You can contact Serena at her home at 994-9114. 
�

�

HAM CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2008 
���������	�
	��
��	�
����	�	�����	

 

February � �

2� Groundhog Day�
2� North American Phone Sprint�

6� New Moon�
6� Ash Wednesday�
7� Chinese New Year�

9� CQ WW WPX RTTY Contest�

9� North American CW Sprint�

10� CQ WW WPX RTTY Contest�

11� School Club Roundup�
12� School Club Roundup�
13� First Quarter�
13� School Club Roundup�
14� School Club Roundup�
14� Valentine’s Day�
15� School Club Roundup�
16� ARRL International DX Contest—CW�
17� ARRL International DX Contest--CW�
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HAM CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2008 - continued 
�

�

�
18� President’s Day�
20� Full Moon�

21� Total Lunar Eclipse—North America�

23� CQ WW 160-Meter SSB Contest�

23� North American QSO Party—RTTY�
24� CQ WW 160-Meter SSB Contest�

24� North American QSO Party—RTTY�
28� Last Quarter�

�

�


