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Well hello to all members and I hope you are 
keeping warm. Looks like winter has hit with a 
vengeance with the cold the past week . At 
least in the Albuquerque area the snow has 
been very minimal and hope it stays that way 
for the winter. The ski slopes need it more then 
the city does.  
HDARC’s Christmas party will be on 
December 5th with lots of good food to eat and 
nice friendships together again. Last year was 
fantastic and hope this year will be even better. 
Lots of Turkey and Ham with the fixings.  
It looks like the Albuquerque Northwest 
Command center of the APD is finally getting 
its permanent building built. Went by the area 
the other day and everything is dug up for the 
new command center where we will be meeting 
this coming year again. However some of the 
land we used for parking is no longer available 
and some members to our meetings may have 
to park at the Fire Station just east of our 
building. We will be advising more on this 
prior to our meeting on the third Saturday of 
this month. Our guest speaker will be Geroge 
Key W5YZ, who will give a presentation on 
“Contesting”. 
Remember that our Brunch which occurs on the 
4th Saturday of the month has been changed to 
the Sandia Casino in Albuquerque just off 
Tramway Blvd. Members meet around 9 am at 
the entrance to the eating area. There is also 
parking in a below parking garage, and one 
person said he uses valet parking as well. We 
hope to see many of you there this month. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

SEASONS 
GREETINGS! 

HAPPY HANUKAH! 
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With Santa coming soon, I would hope that 
many hints are out for new radio equipment. 
There are some sales on for the holiday season. 
New upgrades abound. And remember the old 
adage. For an amateur antenna to operate 
properly it must be put up on the “coldest, 
wettest, windiest day” that can be imagined .  
I hope everyone has a fantastic holiday season, 
and Santa is really good to you. If you have to 
travel, please do it safely. Also take some time 
to remember our military men overseas and 
their families that will be without them during 
this holiday season.  
Happy holidays from Kennie and I. 
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  SECRETARY/TREASUR REPORT

 

 HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO CLUB MINUTES 
 

November 21, 2009   

 
The Club meeting was called to order by President Frank Warren AB5WJ at 12:07 

PM, with member introductions.  There were 17 people in attendance.  There was a 
presentation by James Gale KB5NAT, an executive with KNME Public Television in 
Northern and Central New Mexico.  He informed the Club about HDTV antennas for outdoor 
and indoor television reception, and where many of these antennas could be purchased.  He 
also informed us about a DTV users’ group, which meets at KNME headquarters the third 
Thursday of every month at 7 PM.     
OFFICERS’ REPORTS 
 President Frank Warren AB5WJ reported that plans for this year’s Holiday Party are 
underway, with the Women’s Group in charge of the potluck.  The Club furnishes both ham 
and turkey for the event, as well as sodas.      
 The Vice President’s Report was given by Larry Elkin NY5L.  He reported that, for 
our monthly Saturday breakfasts, the Sandia Casino Buffet was preferred over Golden Corral 
by those members who went to test the Casino Buffet out. There is no exposure to cigarette 
smoke, and underground parking is available a short walking distance from the Buffet.  He 
called for a show of hands to approve future breakfasts at this new location.  The majority of 
members in attendance approved the change.  Members then voted to keep the fourth 
Saturday of the month for the breakfasts.   
 The Secretary’s Report is in the form of the previous meeting’s minutes, which are 
accessible in the monthly newsletter and emailed to each member.  Kathey Meland WB6JAN 
reported that, but brought an extra copy of the October minutes for anyone to read.  The 
October minutes were approved by the members. 
 The Treasurer’s Report was given by Treasurer Pat Nekoranec KE5MJK.  She reported 
that the balance in the Club account as of today was $1.098.52. 
 Jim Hunter NM5JH, Net Control Coordinator, reported that he needs more volunteers 
to become net controls for our Thursday night nets.  There will be no net on Thanksgiving, 
November 26th.   
 Kennie Warren W5KLW  reported that the Club now has 68 licensed members and 4 
auxiliary members.  There are 7 members over 80 years of age who get free lifetime 
memberships.    
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OLD BUSINESS 
 Kennie  said that she would be emailing the membership with details for the Holiday 
Party.  It will be a potluck except for the meats and sodas. 
 The Club has rented the Alegria Clubhouse for this year’s Holiday Party, and that it 
will take place Saturday, December 5th, at 6:00 PM to 10:00.  The Clubhouse will be open at 
5:00 for set up.  Kennie will call for volunteers to help with the set up and clean up.  She also 
requested members to submit recipes to her for a Club recipe book that she will give out at 
the party.  
 Kennie also mentioned that the Women’s Group will be bringing white elephant items 
to the December luncheon, at 12:00, Friday, December 18th, at the Pasta House on Southern 
Boulevard.  All female members and spouses are welcome to come. 
 Frank said he will hold a meeting of officers and directors at his house to pick a picture 
for the Club’s QSL cards from pictures submitted last month.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Frank reminded the membership that there are two offices which will come up for 
election/reelection in February 2010.  These are Vice President and Treasurer.  Larry stated 
he would run for reelection, and Pat stated that she would not run for Treasurer again.  The 
Club will be able to nominate candidates or volunteer to run any time until the February 
meeting, when everyone will cast votes.   
 Bill Firth KE5TOB stated that the Club web site needs to be accessed locally when 
necessary, and called for volunteers to help research this.  Adrian Miura KD5HTZ 
recommended a local catastrophic back up system.  Kennie stated that she and Frank would 
be in touch with our Web Administrator, Paul Barrow NM5ZD in the next few days.  Adrian 
was chosen by show of hands to become our local web site coordinator.   
 Frank announced that the speaker for our next meeting, December 19th, will be 
member George Key W5YZ, who will talk about contesting.   
      
 This meeting was adjourned at 2:00 PM by President Frank Warren. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Kathey Meland, WB6JAN 

Secretary 
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 
 

Hi Everyone, 
Forgive me, as I am somewhat late getting the newsletter out on time this month. 
It has been a very busy holiday season, as I’m sure it has been for all of you. 
 
On December 5th, we had out Holiday Party at the Alegria Clubhouse here in 
Bernalillo. It worked out great again. The food was wonderful and you could not 
beat the company! Those of us who attended had a fun time. If you missed it, 
please try to make next years party. We just have a very relaxed, fun evening. 
Hope you all can make next years get together. If all goes as planned, it will be at 
the same location.  
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I will be working the 2010 Winter Olympic games in Vancouver, British 
Columbia from January 11th to March 2nd. As I did in Beijing, China in 2008, I 
will attempt to continue publishing the club newsletter from there. It will be our 
2nd international publication! I will have to see what kind of a schedule I will 
have. I will be a manager this time. My responsibility will be the satellite uplink 
and downlink systems. I know that things can get pretty hectic for the managers 
and supervisors during program. I hope I will be able to make time to do the 
newsletter, and hopefully, write up some special articles with some pictures 
showing the technical side of the games. We will see what happens. I will 
certainly give it a shot. In the past, I have been a broadcast telecom technician for 
the games and usually had time on my hands when everything was up and 
running. Being a manager could pose a different situation, time wise. So we will 
see how things go.  
 
I want to wish all of you a happy and health Holiday season. Christmas, Hanukah 
and Kwanzaa are upon us. Which ever you celebrate, have a wonderful, happy 
and healthy holiday. 
 
73   
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE                        
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
771-1323�
             �
�
�
�

�
�
                        �
�
�
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    Merry Christmas!!  Happy Hanukah!! Happy Kwanzaa!! 
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HDARC HOLIDAY PARTY 
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Setting up for a fun evening. 

It’s “dig in” time! Boy, was the 
food good—and plenty of it, too! 
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As you can see, a good time was had by all. We are always looking forward to the next club 
get together. After all, how can you beat great food, great friends and a great club!? 
 
73, 
Jerry – K6LIE 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Here’s Bill Firth. He’s taking no 
chances! Must protect that great 

meal, eh Bill? 

After eating, some of the ladies just 
could not resist playing their 
favorite game, Train Dominos 
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“THE NOSE KNOWS” 
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Now, if I could just keep those glasses clean! 

Jerry – K6LIE 

 

 

 

Here’s a neat little item that our president, Frank Warren AB5WJ is making and has 
offered them as gifts to club members.  
 
If you are like me, always looking for your glasses, than you can use this little guy. 
Rather than describing it, take a look at the pictures and you will see what I mean. 
Frank gave me one of the first one’s and it works great. It even develops a little 
personally when the glasses are put on “Mr. Nose”. 
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COMMERCIAL EXAM UPDATE 
 
Commercial exam elements upgraded: 
 
New Element 1, 3 and 8 question pools were adopted by the FCC on June 26, 2009, and new 
pools will be used for examinations given after December 25, 2009. The existing Element 1, 
3 and 8 question pools, which have been inexistence since 1996, expire on December 25, 
2009. All exams given on or after December 26,2009 will be from the new exam pools. 
The new Element 1 pool contains a total of 144 questions with 24 questions on the exam. 
The new Element 3 pool contains 600 questions for a 100 question examination 
The new Element 8 pool contains 300 questions for a 50 question Exam 
The format for the new examination question pools is completely revised from the old pools. 
Malpais VE group, which conducts commercial exams for the National Radio Examiners 
(NRE), conducts examinations on demand 7 days a week. In addition we also conduct 
amateur radio examinations on demand as well and also 7 days a week. An examination 
session can be set up by giving 3 days notice days and evenings to fit the examinee’s 
schedule. 
  
Franklin A Warren Sr AB5WJ TCM 16440 NRE 
4972 Turquoise  
Rio Rancho, NM 87124 
505-962-9212 
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HDARC WOMEN’S LUNCHEON 

 HDARC women’s group: 

The December Ladies Luncheon will be Friday, December 18 at noon, at the Pasta House on 
Southern in Rio Rancho. Instead of a gift exchange, we are going to do a tree decoration 
exchange.  It must cost $5 or less and we will do a gift exchange game. Be sure to bring any 
projects, activities, or sharing for the group. 

Because I have to make reservations, please let me know if you are coming by Wednesday of 
next week. 

Next month the Ladies Luncheon will be held on Saturday, January 30. 

Hope to see you for this month’s luncheon. 

Kennie 
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FOR SALE 

Kenwood TS-430S HF Transceiver 100 Watts W/ Amtron Power Supply and Kenwood MIC-
50 mic -$400.00, o.b.o. 

MFJ 945E Mobile antenna tuner - $65.00 

MFJ 931 artificial ground - $55.00 

Viking SSK-2-K electronic keyer (needs battery) - $25.00 

ICOM IC-W32A Two band (2 Meter/440) Handi Talkie 2 power settings 1W & 5W W/ 
ICOM HM-46 remote mic and speaker and battery charger $200.00, o.b.o. 

Stan Cooper K0OPR 

505-263-5571 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Alinco DJ-V27 220 Mhz. 5 watt hand held. Comes with factory battery, rubber duck antenna, 
charger and manual. Rig is in perfect condition and ready to go. Here is your chance to get on 
the 220 Mhz rag chewers net for a mere $130! 

Jerry – K6LIE 

771-1323 

 

�

GET WELL WISHES 

Bill Firth’s wife Bev, has undergone back surgery last week and is recovering at Lovelace 
Hospital. She will probably be home by the time you read this. If you would like to give Bill 
and Bev a call to wish Bev well, they can be contacted at 899-0950. 

On behalf of all the HDARC members, we want to wish Bev a speedy and full recovery!! 

Best 73 and good health to you both! 

 
�
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SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
3rd Saturday of the month at noon. Location of meeting is the Albuquerque 
Police NW Command – 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from Cibola High 
School).  
 
Breakfast Social 
4th Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
At the Sandia Casino Buffet.   
 
Coffee at Flying Star 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
Breakfast at Flying Star 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
 

HDARC NET 
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (NM5JH) Net Control Coordinator. 
 
           

          

� � � � �
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DX News 

Larry Elkin NY5L – Vice President 

I hope everyone had a festive Thanksgiving (burp!) 
  
Well, the month of November started with some sunspots, which continued until  
November 23rd. Then the roof fell in and goose eggs for sunspot numbers  
appeared once again. In late October and the first couple of weeks of  
November, DX'g started to come alive, somewhat. For the first time in a  
long time stations were heard from the Chinese (SW) mainland and South Korea  
as well as Borneo. Action on 15 meters has gone from almost none-existent to  
spotty. As for 10 meters, well October started to show promise but  
propagation quickly faded out during November, although I did work Puerto  
Rico at 1950 UTC. At night, check the 75/80 meters for action around 3.798  
MHz. (+/-) As for 17 meters, as usual the band can be interesting. The band  
can be dead and suddenly you come across a VK, ZL, or J station coming in.  
Also, in the past, Middle Eastern stations have surprisingly appeared. 
  
Remember! Tune slowly and listen carefully-they are out there!! 
  
73's 
Larry – NY5L 

 
             

 � � � �  
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220 FM RAG CHEWERS NET 

 
This month marks the 1st year of the 220 FM Rag Chewers Net. It has been a 
very successful year for our newest net in the area, considering that it takes 
place on our little used 1 ¼ meter band.  We regularly get 15 to 18 checkins 
every Wednesday evening. We are growing and are having a lot of fun in the 
process.  
 
The net was started simply to encourage the use of the 220 Mhz band, at least 
one night a week. It is simply what the name implies, to rag chew and have a 
social and fun, informal net and at the same time, show use for this little used 
but extremely great band. Remember the old saying, “use it or lose it”. If we 
don’t use this band, we will risk losing it in the future. 
 
The host repeater here in the Albuquerque area is my 224.480 Mhz system, 
located in Rio Rancho and serving the entire Albuquerque area. We meet every 
Wednesday evening at 8:30 PM. By linking my repeater to the IRLP system, 
the net has become national and international in scope and potential. We have 
checkins from all over the country and also from as far away as Australia. 
IRLP stands for Internet Radio Linking Project. This system uses Voice Over 
Internet Protocol (VOIP) and allows us to link repeaters and simplex systems 
together from anywhere in the world.  
 
This brings me to a very important point that I want to impress on everyone. 
The fact that I link to the IRLP system allows ANYONE that has 2 meter, 1 ¼ 
meter or 70 cm capability to join us!! I’m always told that one cannot join us 
because they donot have 220 gear. This would be true if it were not for that fact 
that we do link the net to the IRLP system. You donot need to use my repeater 
directly. If you have 2 meter or 70 cm gear, it is a simple matter to use the 
442.475 Mhz repeater on Sandia Crest (PL 100 hz) or the KB5GAS repeater 
(PL 162.2 hz) also on Sandia Crest. These are two additional repeaters here in 
Albuquerque, along with my system that has IRLP capability. Since I link my 
system to IRLP reflector #9221, all you have to do is access either repeater, 
identify yourself and say that you are accessing IRLP and touch tone the code 
“9221” at net time. This will connect you to reflector 9221 here in New 
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Mexico, at which time you should hear our net starting at 8:30 PM. Many 
times, someone will have already accessed the reflector and you will hear us 
when you simply tune to one of these repeaters (the disconnect code is ”73”. 
Use this code to disconnect the reflector when finished). In any event, you can 
join us without having 220 gear. Of course, if you do have 220 gear, you can 
simply join us on my repeater with out having to do anything. Remember, 
accessing the net can be done from ANYWHERE in the country or world that 
has a repeater or simplex system with IRLP capability. If you can get in any of 
these repeaters or simplex systems when you are traveling, you can still join us 
for the net. As you can see, not having 220 equipment does not exclude you 
from joining the fun that we have every Wednesday evening. When I am in 
Vancouver, Canada working the Olympics, I plan to join my net from 
Vancouver if my work schedule permits. There are several repeaters in 
Vancouver that support IRLP. After all, Vancouver is the birthplace of the 
IRLP system. (go to www.irlp.net to find lists of systems through out the 
country and the world for more information). 
 
Please join us. It will increase our weekly count and you will meet a great 
group of hams, both locally and nation wide.  
 
Also note, that when out of our area, find an IRLP system and touch tone my 
node #3285. You will connect to my system directly and dump out on my 
224.480 repeater here in Albuquerque from anywhere you might be. I monitor 
most of the time and will answer you if I hear you. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these systems or my repeater, please give 
me a call. 
 
Best 73 and hope to see you on the net! 
 
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE 
224.480 Mhz (no PL) open repeater serving all of Albuquerque. 
IRLP node 3285 
505 771-1323 (home) 
505 352-4332 (cell) 
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
December 2009 

  
Saturday, December 
19th at noon.  Club 

Meeting at the   
Albq Police Station – 
4051 Ellison Ave NW 
 (across from 
Cibola High School).  
 

Saturday, December 
26th.   

 BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at the Sandia 

Casino Buffet. 
 

Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across 
the street from 

Sunflower Market 
 

Every Thursday at 8 
am NMHDARC 

Breakfast at The 
Flying Star at Hwy 528 
& Corrales Rd across 

the street from 
Sunflower Market 

 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL.  
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please contact 
Jim Hunter, NM5JH our net control coordinator to sign up. We have 
several openings in January and February. Jim can be reached via 
e-mail at hunterabq@comcast.net , or by phone at 505 897-2939. 

 
The list of Net Control operators for December: 

Dec 3               Kathey Meland                                   �

           Dec 10             Frank Warren�

           Dec 17             Jim Hunter�

           Dec 24             No Net - Christmas�

           Dec 31             No Net – New Years 

If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
ab5wj@arrl.net. You are welcome to use their radios at their home 
and take net control. This is great practice for talking on the radio. 
Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank teaches a lot of 
courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
_________________________________________________________�

Reminder – George Key  W5YZ will be presenting a 
program on Contesting for our December 19th 

meeting. Meeting will begin at noon. 

Everyone have a happy and health holiday season! 

  

 



 

 

 

18

 

 
OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY,  on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both repeaters require a 
100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each   month from October 
through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian Church 8600 
Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic, making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They                             

                         meet at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank & I-40 next to the Owl Cafe. 
· All Hams are welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the 

business/program starts at 7pm 
· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 

one of ASXA’s founding members. 
· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-

3554 
·  

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
· The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
· Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
· Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
· Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
· This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

· They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 

 
 

UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
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· The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 
July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  

· The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 
in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 

· Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 
146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


