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Hello once again to all HDARC members and 
others who read the news letter. I think spring 
has sprung here in New Mexico however as 
they say “Springtime In the Rockies” is the 
appropriate word when the cold returns and it 
snows again in parts of New Mexico. We are 
high desert so it isn’t surprising that the furnace 
is once again coming on in the morning.  
 
We had a good meeting in April with Fred Lete 
KC5IPK and Chuck Raskob KC5AYV giving a 
talk about APRS that is used with the Gas 
Balloon Races in the fall at the Albuquerque 
International Baloon Fiesta. John Clark KK7V 
brought some of his APRS equipment in to 
show with the equipment that Fred brought in 
to show during the meeting break.  
 
HDARC finally has an official Public 
Information Officer (PIO).  Our newsletter 
editor Jerry Aceto K6LIE has agreed to become 
the clubs PIO and has been recognized by 
ARRL in that position for the club. A thanks to 
Jerry for taking on this important job on 
promoting the club and its activities. 
 
We are looking forward to the April meeting as 
we will be getting some information on 
Satellite communications from Tony Skujins 
KB7U. Talk about getting the latest 
information. I remember when I first got into 
amateur radio, VHF was considered 
experimental.  
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Our first meeting discussing Field Day in June 
was conducted this month with Marty Soffran 
KG0MT as the team leader in that event. 
Location this year is not decided as yet as we 
have 3 sites to look at and when the decision is 
made we will add it to the ARRL national web 
map for field day so everyone can find their 
way to visit or attend.  
 
Larry Elkin N5YL is also looking into our 
yearly operation of Kids Day in the area and 
more information will be forthcoming on that 
event. 
  
Our Saturday brunch has been changed and the 
calendar should show the change, to the 4th 
weekend of the month. It was well attended this 
month at the Golden Corral off Alameda. 
Everyone enjoyed the food and social gathering 
and we hope we can fill the room in future 
months.  
                                                                       
The Extra class is coming along fine with Bill 
Firth KE5TOB being the first in the class to 
upgrade to Extra. Congratulations Bill. Melissa 
and John Duke along with Patrick Ryan passed 
their Technician level exam this month and 
congratulations to them both. They are awaiting 
their call signs, which should be out sometime 
around the first week of April.  
 
With the arrival of good weather I would say 
that outdoor antennas may need some minor 
repairs or even replacement. Remember that 
HDARC has an antenna team to hold antenna 
parties for the members if needed. If you do 
your own however, please observe all safety 
requirements for climbing.  
Also remember Malpais VE group is an EOD 
(Examination On Demand) exam team. 3-days 
notice and the team can set up an exam session  
7 days a week. We also have “Laptops Will 
Travel” if you do not have an exam team in 
your area.  
Everyone enjoy springtime and see you all in 
April. 
Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TELL ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
ABOUT THE HDARC !!  
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SECRETARY & TREASURER’S REPORT
(Submitted by Kennie Warren standing in for Kathey Meland)

The meeting of the High Desert Amateur Radio Club of New Mexico, Inc. began at 12:00 pm, March 21, 
2009. Attendance was taken and each member introduced themselves. There were 23 members, two guests 
and one honorary member in attendance. 
Fred Lete, KC5IPK, gave a presentation on the Automatic Packet Reporting System (APRS) used with the 
gas balloonists during their race in October. Fred had numerous types of APRS devices available for display. 
John Clark, KK7V, brought his system to look at as well. Fred’s guest, Chuck Raskob, KC5AYV, answered 
questions about the tracking system the balloon festival uses to track the gas balloonists. The presentation 
was enjoyed by all. Everyone was allowed to view the devices and ask questions during break. Snacks were 
furnished by Kennie and Frank Warren. 
The business meeting was started with the president, AB5WJ, introducing our Honorary member, Rick 
Bassi—the Emergency Manager of Rio Rancho. He also introduced new ham Richard Lowray, KE5ZSR and 
new Extra, Bill Firth, KE5TOB. AB5WJ reminded everyone that the Brunch has been changed to the 4th 
Saturday (the Saturday after the meeting). He announced a listing of his numerous classes: Two Extra classes 
held on Saturday afternoons and Thursday nights, Technician class on Sunday afternoon, Technician class at 
CNMCC starting Monday the 23rd with the test session occurring on Friday, March 27th, ABQ CERT 
Technician class the last weekend in April, Baptist Men’s Emergency Response Team Tech class the first 
weekend of June. A General class at CNMCC is offered on April 6th. 
Vice President, Larry Elkin, NY5L, reported that he intends to keep “Kids Day” simple with digital and 
voice only with possible CW and satellite. He hopes to hold it at the Main Library in the patio. This will 
occur on the second weekend in June. 
The minutes from the last meeting were voted to accept and approve. The treasury has $1295 and some 
cents. 
Board of Director, Jim Hunter, announced that he needed people to volunteer for net control. The Board of 
Directors met last month and went through the constitution and by-laws and all changes had been forwarded 
to the membership.  
The president, AB5WJ announced that Jerry Aceto, K6LIE had been appointed as the PIO officer as well as 
continuing to do his excellent job as our newsletter editor. 
Membership Coordinator, Kennie Warren, W5KLW announced that we had 61 Regular Members, 4 
Associate Members and 6 Lifetime members for a total of 71 members. There are also 3 Honorary members 
from the Emergency Manager community as part of our club. 
Marty Soffran, KG0MT will be in charge of field day and all interested parties are invited to a committee 
meeting on March 29th at 2 pm at Frank Warren’s house. Three sites are being evaluated: Placitas, Bernalillo, 
and Kmart. Field day is the last Saturday in June. 
The Balloon fiesta tent space is again being requested and a special event call sign will be requested. A 
committee will be formed soon. 
Information about the Liability Insurance was given. Coverage is for the club, and its officers and Board of 
Directors. The cost is approximately $320. Bill Firth KE5TOB motioned for the fee to be paid and Fred Lete 
KC5IPK seconded. The motion was voted on and approved. 
VP, NY5L, discussed the scheduling of the antenna parties, which are offered by our club. Marty Soffran is 
in charge of tower climbing and will be training interested parties on the use of the safety belt at a future 
time. There are currently three members on the schedule list. 
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The first reading of the changes in the constitution and by-laws were read. One change was requested and 
voted on by the membership. One sentence was removed from the added changes. “ A one time first year 
dues assessment will be $25 for Active and Associate Members and $15 for family members and family 
auxiliary members to cover receiving one patch and identification name tag. “ Yearly dues will be left the 
same for all new and renewing membership and will be $15 for the first family member and $5 for each 
additional family member. The gold name tags will remain optional for those who wish to purchase them. 
New Business voted on was to hold an August picnic as a social get-together. A committee is being formed. 
Contact Kennie Warren to participate in the planning. 
Congratulations was given to Turner Adair, KE5WTK for becoming an Eagle Scout. President AB5WJ 
wants to see us get more Boy Scouts and look into getting Girl Scouts to participate in Amateur Radio as 
well. Announcements were made. 
Chuck Palmer asked if anyone would be interested in receiving the NM Radio Collectors Club’s newsletter 
to contact him. President AB5WJ offered to forward the newsletter to all members. Chuck also requested 
that some of our members offer to help with the Duke City Hamfest in August. He suggested that we get a 
club table whether it be a free or paid for table and give out information on our club and possibly sell some 
items etc. He asked what forums we would be interested in and or forums someone might be willing to 
present. He asked that our club members volunteer to help with the variety of jobs open to be filled. Please 
contact Chuck at capalmer02@msn.com and let him know that you are willing to help out. 
Rick Bassi, EM of RR, had some announcements. Rio Rancho is hosting an ICS-400 course on April 6-7 at 
DPS HQ 0830 to 1700. The next CERT Community Emergency Response Team class will be help starting 
on May 30 from 9am to 4pm and continues on June 6, 13 and 20. Contact Rick Bassi at 891-5855 to sign up 
for either. 
The meeting ended at 2:10pm. 
 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW HAMS!!
 

We are so proud that three of our Associate Members have gotten their licenses and 
new call signs as technicians: 

John Duke is KF5AFC 

Melissa Duke is KF5AFD 

Pat Ryan KF5AFE 

Another of our new members, Richard Lowrey Jr. passed his General test after getting 
his technician shortly before. His call is KE5ZSR. 

We welcome you all to our great hobby of Amateur Radio. The club members will 
always be available to help out and answer your questions. Enjoy your new standing in 
the club and in Amateur Radio! 

��
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  A NOTE FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR
 

Hi Everyone, 
Frank asked me if I would take on the position of Public Information Officer 
(PIO) for the club. I figured, what the heck? I’m doing the newsletter, so I guess 
it would be only natural to take on this new position. So I accepted. Now I have 
to figure out what to do with it. Since accepting the position, Frank reported the 
decision to our ARRL Section Manager for New Mexico, Don Wood W5FHA, 
who in turn reported the position to Allen Pitts W1AGP, who is the ARRL Media 
and PR manager. I’m now thinking, what did I get into? I’m told by Don and 
Allen that I will be receiving a packet of info soon and also have been sent info 
from Allen about the position and the various ARRL resources that are available 
to me. So the learning curve begins. I guess I am suppose to be the interface 
between our club and the various news/broadcast media to get the word out to the 
public regarding our various activities in ham radio and our club. All I can say at 
this point is that I will certainly do my best to fulfill the requirements of this new 
position.  
 
73   
Jerry Aceto – K6LIE                        
Editor – HDARC Newsletter 
jaceto@q.com 
771-1323�
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DAVID VAKOS N4DBB
 

Hello to all HDARC members. One of the worst jobs a president has to cope with in an amateur club is 
the announcement that we have had another “Silent Key” to be added to our web site list of those that 
have departed the club. David Vakos N4DBB passed away this afternoon (4/2). He is survived by his 
wife Pam Salata N9UPN also one of our club members and one Son Alex. 

David was a charter member and founder of the HDARC of NM Inc. He had been very sick and in 
and out of the hospital for the past few years and hadn’t been able to attend the meetings, but was 
always in contact with me or Kennie. David joins 3 other of our founding members on the web site in 
the “Lest We Forget” section. Pamala’s cell phone number is 463-5452 for those that know her. I will 
give more information on services when I find them out.                                             Rest peacefully 
Dave, …….       … -.-       (SK) 

Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ 

President 
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FCC PROPOSES NEW RULES FOR MEDICAL DEVICES ON THE 70 
CM BAND 

 On March 20, the FCC issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) 
<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-09-20A1.pdf>, 

Proposing to allocate spectrum and adopt service and technical rules for the utilization of new 
implanted medical devices that operate on 413-457 MHz (70 cm). According to the Commission, these 
devices, called implanted neuromuscular micro stimulators, would greatly expand the use of 
functional electric stimulation to restore sensation, mobility and function to those persons with 
paralyzed limbs and organs; they would be implanted in a patient and function as wireless broadband 
medical micro-power networks (MMNs). The Amateur Radio Service has a secondary allocation in the 
70 cm band. 

The FCC said that several proponents claim that this technology "could revolutionize medical 
treatment and therapy for millions of people living with brain and spinal cord injuries and 
neuromuscular disorders such as multiple sclerosis, polio, cerebral palsy and ALS (amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, often referred to as 'Lou Gehrig's Disease'), as well as numerous other neurological 
disorders. It could be used in conjunction with next-generation prosthetic limbs to provide wireless 
sensation and control to the prostheses. Of particular note, this technology can provide an important 
tool in the medical treatment and care of numerous US soldiers who suffered spinal cord, brain and 
other serious injuries in Iraq, Afghanistan and other missions abroad." 

Last month, ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, and Technical Relations Manager Brennan 
Price, N4QX, met with officials of the Alfred Mann Foundation, developers of the implanted 
neuromuscular micro stimulators, to discuss ARRL concerns with the NPRM. Imlay and Price both 
came away satisfied that the project should have little, if any, impact on Amateur Radio operators. 
"There are redundant layers of interference rejection mechanisms built into the product that should 
protect its users from being impacted by strong Amateur Radio signals," 

Price said. "The very low power output of these devices should have no impact on the Amateur Radio 
Service. The ARRL Executive Committee will monitor this filing and take action as appropriate." 

The FCC is seeking comments on the feasibility of allowing up to 20 MHz of spectrum in the 413-457 
MHz band to be used under the Medical Device Radio communication Service (MedRadio Service, 
formerly the Medical Implant Communications Service [MICS]) in Part 95 of the Commission's rules, 
and seeks comments on the allocation of four specific segments for this purpose: 413-419 MHz, 426-
432 MHz, 438-444 MHz and 451-457 MHz. 

The Commission also seeks comments on the prospective service and technical rules that would govern 
MMN operations, such as transmitter power, emission bandwidth, duty cycle, contention protocols, 
and other operating specifications that generally comport with the framework of the existing 
MedRadio Service. 

�
�
�
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LEGISLATION INTRODUCED IN THE US SENATE TO INVENTORY 
RADIO SPECTRUM 

 

�Two US Senators -- Democrat John Kerry of Massachusetts and Republican Olympia Snowe of 
Maine -- have introduced a bill in the Senate that would mandate an inventory of radio spectrum 
bands managed by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) 
<http://www.ntia.doc.gov/> and the Federal Communications Commission. 

The inventory would include those frequencies between 300 MHz-3.5 GHz managed by the two 
agencies. 

The proposed legislation, known as the "Radio Spectrum Inventory Act" 

<http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c111:S.649:>, states that the NTIA and the FCC would be 
required to inventory the spectrum no later than 180 days after the bill becomes law; after the initial 
survey, follow-ups would be required every two years. Both agencies would need to prepare a report 
listing the licenses or government user assigned in the band, the total spectrum allocation, by band, of 
each licensee or government user (in percentage terms and in sum) and the number of intentional 
radiators and end-user intentional radiators that have been deployed in the band with each license or 
government user. Additionally, if the information is applicable, the report would be required to show 
the type of intentional radiators operating in the band, the type of unlicensed intentional radiators 
authorized to operate in the band, contour maps that illustrate signal coverage and strength and the 
approximate geo-location of base stations or fixed transmitters. The report would then be sent to the 
Senate's Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation and to the House of Representatives 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

The bill also mandates that both agencies create a centralized portal or Web site that lists each 
agency's band inventories. This information would then be made available to the public via an 
Internet-accessible Web site. Both agencies would also be required to make all necessary efforts to 
maintain and update the inventory information "in near real-time fashion and whenever there is a 
transfer or auction of licenses or change in allocation or assignment." The bill includes an exemption 
for licensees or users if they can demonstrate that disclosure would be harmful to national security. 

"Our public airwaves belong to the American people, and we need to make certain we are putting 
them to good use in the best interests of those citizens," Senator Kerry said. "Last year's 700 MHz 
auction resulted in $20 billion for the treasury and will create greater opportunity and choice for 
consumers and businesses that need broadband service. We also took a great step forward when the 
FCC established a way for unlicensed devices to operate in white spaces. These two initiatives are 
evidence of how valuable spectrum is and how it serves as fertile grounds for innovation. We need to 
make sure we're making as much of it available to innovators and consumers as possible." 

  

"Used by millions of consumers and countless businesses on a daily basis, wireless technology is a 
proud part of America's innovative history and a key to its economic future," Senator Snowe said. 
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"But as radio spectrum is already a scarce yet valuable resource in many areas, we must ensure that 
this public good is allocated and used efficiently for the needs of the American people. This legislation 
is the first step to addressing comprehensive spectrum reform and will work to enhance advanced 
communications services to keep people on-line and in touch." 

ARRL Technical Relations Manager Brennan Price, N4QX, said that the bill is in its infancy and that 
there is no corresponding legislation in the House of Representatives: "The text of the proposed 
legislation neither exempts Amateur Radio nor considers the frequency-agile and unfixed nature of 
most Amateur Radio operations. This bill merits watching and presents amateurs an opportunity to 
educate their Senators about the nature of our stations and our Service." 

The bill is co-sponsored by Senators Bill Nelson, a Florida Democrat, and Roger Wicker, a Mississippi 
Republican.�

 

 

�

APRIL TECHNICIAN CLASS OFFERED 

To all members,  

Below is listing for a class I will teach for the Albuquerque CERT team. It is also open to any 
other persons who aspire to getting their Amateur Technician license. Let them know if you 
know anyone who would like to take this weekend class. 

Frank AB5WJ 

Technician Level Amateur Radio class.   

Friday April 24th 5-9pm, Saturday April 25th 8am-4pm, and Sunday April 26th 8am-4pm 

Albuquerque Emergency Operations Center 11510 Sunset Gardens SW.  

Cost per student; $20 for the book and $14 for the exam. Student can write one check for 
both amounts 

Contact: Frank Warren Sr AB5WJ              

505-962-9212 

 �
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HDARC 2009 FIELD DAY PLANS 
 
 

On Sunday afternoon, March 29th, ten club members met to develop plans for the club 2009 Field 
Day.  The operational period is from noon on Saturday, June 27th, until noon on Sunday, June 28th.   

The Mission Statement for this event is: “This Field Day shall be a learning and social event to 
encourage new hams to operate, at a location that will promote exposure to the public.”      Three 
potential sites are being considered that meet the objective. 

We want to operate three radios – a 100 watt voice (phone) station, 50 watt max power non-voice 
(CW-Morse Code/Digital) station and a GOTA (Get On The Air for hams having a license less than 
one year and hams that have been inactive on the HF bands for at least two years).  The GOTA station 
will have mentors assisting these hams anytime that this station is being operated.  In addition to the 
primary HF bands (80m, 40m, 20m and 15m) used for field day, 10 m and 6 m antennas will be 
available for operation (bands that ALL technician class hams have privileges on).   

 Other activities will include Satellite operation on 2 meters, training to operate digital mode(s) 
using the computer in a manner similar to the internet and a Saturday afternoon demonstration 
showing how to set up and operate a “suitcase” portable station.  Members will be able to make some 
contacts using the portable stations. 

 On Saturday evening club members and their guests are invited get together to eat supper at a 
restaurant close to the field day site.  There will be more information on this activity once the location 
of the field day site is finalized and the actual operating period for the club is decided. 

 Following the reading of this article in the April newsletter, HDARC club president Frank 
Warren, AB5WJ, will be emailing a questionnaire for each member to complete and either send back 
via email or take to the April club meeting on April 18th.  Responses are needed so that the committee 
chairman, Marty Soffran, KGØMT, will know what radi os, antennas and other equipment are 
available for the event; as well as who is going to help with the setup and takedown of the field day 
site.  Each member will also indicate if you will operate and/or log contacts for operators, and what 
time period you will be present.  Remember that the committee’s intent is for members to have a fun 
experience as well as to provide the opportunity for members to learn new things and gain confidence 
communicating on the radio. 

�

�

�
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UPCOMING AMATEUR RADIO PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS 
  
May 3, 2009 – Run for the Zoo.  This large (thousands of participants – serious runners, 
 families and kids) run/walk event has been supported by Albuquerque area radio amateurs for many 
years.  There will be competitive (timed) 10K and 5K races, a 5K fun run/walk, and a one-mile fun 
run/walk, all occurring around the zoo, Tingley Beach, and the old Albuquerque Country Club area.  
We will need handheld or portable/mobile stations to operate from fixed locations along the course, 
and possibly a bicycle mobile or two. This event will be coordinated by Fred Ream, N5CJC.  I will pass 
the names of volunteers on to Fred to develop the communications plan and make assignments. 
 
May 17, 2009 – Santa Fe Century.  This is a 100-mile bike ride that begins in Santa Fe, heads south 
through Madrid, Golden, and Cedar Grove, then goes east to Stanley, north through Galisteo, and 
back to the starting point.  There are shorter rides included in the route.  See 
www.santafecentury.com.  We have assisted with this event for a number of years.  It is a large scale 
event that puts thousands of riders on the road.  We need portable or mobile stations to be positioned 
at the start/finish area and at rest stops and mobile stations to cruise the course and keep an eye on the 
riders.  Fuel expense will be reimbursed by the event organizers.  Richard St. John, K5RSJ, will 
coordinate this event. 
 
Info furnished by Ed Ricco N5LI                      

 

�

GLOBAL SIMULATED EMERGENCY TEST SCHEDULED FOR APRIL  

 The HQ Stations of all IARU Member-Societies, as well as the 
stations of Emergency Communications Groups, have been invited by 
IARU Region 1 to participate in the 2009 Global Simulated Emergency 
Test (GlobalSET), on Saturday, April 18, 2009 from 1100-1500 UTC. 
The GlobalSET will take place on and near the emergency Center of 
Activity (CoA) frequencies on 80, 40, 20, 17 and 15 meters, +/- QRM. 
Stations in the United States intending to participate need to 
register through their IARU International Emergency Communications 
Coordinator. For the United States, registrations should be e-mailed 
to ARRL Emergency Preparedness and Response Manager Dennis Dura, 
K2DCD at, k2dcd@arrl.org. 

Dura confirmed that W1AW will participate in the Gl obalSET. 
  
According to IARU Region 1 Emergency Communications Coordinator Greg 
Mossop, G0DUB, the GlobalSET is not a contest, but an emergency 
communications exercise to develop skills needed to provide an 
international emergency network. 
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Mossop said that the GlobalSET has four objectives: 
  
To increase the common interest in emergency communications. 
  
To test how usable the CoA frequencies are across ITU regions. 
  
To create practices for international emergency communications. 
  
To practice the relaying of messages using all modes: Voice (SSB), 
Data or CW. 
  
"The exercise will build on earlier GlobalSET exercises and will 
focus on generating and relaying messages in a common format across 
country borders, rather than the information gathering capabilities 
that we've done in the past," Mossop said. "We will pass messages in 
a format that we may have to use for the agencies we may serve. The 
message exchange will take longer than in previous exercises, and 
stations will have to be patient to transmit their messages across 
country and language boundaries." 
  
Each participating station is to send messages to their Regional HQ 
station using the IARU International Emergency Operating Procedure, 
using IARU message forms. Stations should relay the messages they 
receive to their Regional HQ station; the Region 2 station is TG0AA 
in Guatemala. To comply with license regulations, all messages 
should be addressed to Greg Mossop, G0DUB, and should come from a 
licensed radio amateur. Messages should contain fewer than 25 words 
and should not include anything that would be considered as a "real 
emergency" message by a listener. Mossop suggests constructing 
messages that include weather conditions, the number of operators at 
the station or even an interesting fact about the station. "There is 
no limit on the number of messages to be sent," he said, "but each 
one must have a unique message number." Regional HQ stations will 
not be sending messages, only receiving them. 
  
Mossop recommends that in order to create "a more realistic 
situation, please limit your transmitting power during the exercise 
to 100 W. We are especially interested in stations operating 
mobile/portable and/or on emergency power." 
  
Usually held in May, the 2009 GlobalSET was moved to April to tie 
into World Amateur Radio Day. The theme of the 2009 World Amateur 
Radio Day is Amateur Radio: Your Resource in Disaster and Emergency 
Communication. "This is an ideal opportunity to showcase the work of 
emergency communications groups around the world," Mossop said. 
  
For more information on the 2009 GlobalSET, including a list of CoA 
frequencies for Regions 1, 2 and 3, please see the GlobalSET 
announcement at, http://www2.arrl.org/news/files/2009GlobalSET.pdf.�
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A NOTE FROM OUR FRIEND AND CLUB MEMBER WILLIE WILLIAMS 
W5WIW 

 
To the High Desert Amateur Radio Club  
 
Since I have moved to Eaton, Colorado, I have found a group of radio operators who like to get on 2-
meter sideband every Monday night at 8:00 PM and try to see how many contacts we can make from 
our club radio shack.  We usually make anywhere from 29 to 36 contacts, most of which are in 
Colorado, but a few have been in Kansas. We can’t seem to make it over the hill to you folks in 
Albuquerque.  We do make contact in Trinidad.  We do have HF set up now in our shack, and will be 
trying to talk to people down south and all over.  This shack that we have has been named the 
“antenna farm”.  This shack is three miles east of the town of Eaton, and we have 40 acres to play with 
putting up antennas.  We have a loop antenna, 160 meter spider antenna, on which we have made 
several contacts, and several beams.  The picture is of the shack and some of the antennas.  We are not 
through with putting up antennas  - we have several more to do.  This is a brand new club, called High 
Plains DX club, with call letters K0MLM. 
This is where I like to play.  Willie 
 

 
 
Editors note – Thanks for the note Willie. Your club station is exactly what I wish we could get for our club. 
It would be great to have a club station for our members. Your club is very fortunate to have such a great 
facility.  Best wishes to you and Jeri from your friends at the HDARC! 
�
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SCHEDULE OF CLUB EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting 
3rd Saturday of the month at noon. Location of meeting is the Albuquerque 
Police NW Command – 4051 Ellison Ave NW (across from Cibola High 
School). 
 
Breakfast Social 
4th Saturday of every month at 9:00 AM. 
At the Golden Corral on Alameda. (Note new day for the Breakfast)  
 
Coffee at Flying Star 
Every Wednesday-2:00 PM on Corrales Rd across the street from The 
Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales Rd. 
 
Breakfast at Flying Star 
Every Thursday morning at 8:00 AM on Corrales Rd across the street 
from The Sunflower Market Shopping Center at Hwy 528 and Corrales 
Rd. 
 
 

HDARC NET  
Thursday nights at 8:00 PM on 145.330 Mhz (100 Hz PL). 
Jim Hunter (KE5IPR) Net Control Coordinator. 
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DX News 

Larry Elkin NY5L – Vice President  
 

APRIL DX’G REPORT         �

April ‘09 

A big High Frequency DX contest month has now gone by. On March 7 and 8, there was the ARRL 
International DX contest, and on March 28 and 29, there was the CQ WPX SSB contest. For those 
of you who have recently earned your Technician license, and those of you who are in process of 
studying for your license upgrade, your 10 meter SSB privileges unfortunately could not really 
allow you much DX’g experience. Above the upper half of 15 meters, and 12 meters and the 10 
meter band where you have SSB privileges were quiet due to poor propagation. 

For those of you who have general class and above privileges, the lower HF frequencies were really 
jammed with contest/DX stations. Obviously there were pileups all over the place! 

For those of you who think you need a vast antenna system with towers and linear amplifiers to go 
after the rare stations and break through the pileups, think again. With my Icom 7000 and Mosley 
12 foot triband vertical, I worked 24 countries during the warmups and contest period of the two 
contests. 

I usually only go after the pileup contest spots and here is an example of what you can do with a 
minimal HF station—even during poor propagation periods. 

Contacts:  Senegal 6W1SJ; Paraguay ZP0R; and Morocco 5D5A. plus 21 other countries. 

Rare stations heard, but unable to complete contact: Gabon, Cypress, and Kuwait. 

I understand that dealing with a pileup can seem like an intimidating experience but, listen to the 
rhythm of the DX station and the pileup stations and try to be the LAST STATION the DX station 
hears after he calls “QRZ”. Volunteering to run the club’s Thursday night net is good practice for 
sampling conditions that can arise during an HF DX pileup.  Also, I suggest “Googling” the 
“DXCC” list to give you a reference of prefixes used by stations. Of course, the best reference is the 
ARRL DXCC List with all the ITU (International Tele communican Union) alpha-numeric prefixes 
assigned to the world’s countries as well as other DX’g information. You can order this book from 
the ARRL website as well as many Ham Radio retail outlets.  

Get out there and give DX’g a try, it can be interesting, challenging and just plain fun. 

Larry 

NY5L 
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April Propagantion 

This months report is like watching network TV! 

 Just a lot of repeats. 

Sunspot counts have continued to be at the minimum--bottom of the barrel. Even though conditions 
continue to be poor, the lower half of 15 meters, as well as 20 meters were very active during this 
past month’s DX contest periods. Just tune slowly and listen carefully! 

The various propagation forecast web-sites all generally say the same thing. Sunspots for cycle 24 
will eventually appear in ever increasing numbers. When—your guess is as good as mine. 

Until next month! 

Larry 

NY5L  �

�

 

 
INFORMATION FROM OUR MEMBERS 

 
PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THE TWO REPEATERS THAT ARE 
AVAILABLE FOR CLUB USE  (NOTE SOME ADDITIONAL INFO) . 
 
Fred Lete (KC5IPK) would like to let our members know that our club is 
welcome to use his repeater. It is located at his home in Rio Rancho near 
Intel and has very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque area. The 
frequency is 442.750 Mhz with a PL of 162.2 hertz. This repeater is also 
solar powered and Fred has incorporated battery backup to his system. If 
you would like more info on his system, you may call him at 892-0380 or 
on his cell phone at 261-7464. 
 
Also, the 224.480 Mhz repeater is now up and running at the same 
location, also affording very good coverage of the greater Albuquerque 
area. My system now has IRLP (the Internet Radio Linking Project) 
linked to it for all of you to use and enjoy. Also, I have installed the new 
receiver to replace the original receiver, which was 22 years old. The 
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added sensitivity has improved coverage greatly, especially to those of you 
using handhelds.  
 
Also, the Amateur Radio Newsline is now being broadcast on the repeater 
every Monday evening at 8:30 PM.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this system, contact Jerry – K6LIE at 
771-1323. 
 
Please consider supporting the club use of these systems that are available 
to all of you. They constitute much work and personal expense in setting 
up and maintaining them and are provided simply for the love of our 
hobby. It would be great to see our net or other activity on these systems. I 
think I can speak for Fred and certainly for myself when I say that the 
club truly has two very useful repeaters to use and enjoy. 
 
 

NEW RAG CHEWERS NET ON 224.480 MHZ!! 
(Just what we need—another net!) 

 
Join in on the fun! The 220 Mhz Rag Chewers Net meets every Wednesday 
evening at 8:30 PM. We have a great time simply rag chewing, as the name 
implies. You can join us on the repeater. If you don’t have 220 gear (really?), 
you can still join us by going on the 442.475 Mhz (PL 100) Sandia Crest 
repeater and, using your touch tone pad, dialing  IRLP Reflector #9221. On 2 
meters, you can use the KB5GAS system. 
 
We have had regular check ins from Nevada, New York, Washington, 
California and even Australia at times and we are growing.  
 
Hope you can make it! Best 73. 
 
Jerry….K6LIE 
224.480 Mhz Open Repeater Serving all of the greater Albuquerque Area. 
IRLP Node #3285 
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HIGH DESERT AMATEUR RADIO 
CLUB OF NEW MEXICO 

It shall be our purpose to further the 

exchange of information and 

cooperation between members, to 

promote radio knowledge, 

fraternalism and individual operating 

efficiency, and to so conduct club 

programs and activities as to 

advance the general interest and 

welfare of Amateur Radio in the 

community. 

CALENDAR  OF 
ACTIVITIES  FOR 

UPCOMING  MONTH 
April 2009 

 
Saturday, April 18 th   
Club Meeting at the   

Albq Police Station – 
4051 Ellison Ave NW 
 (across from 
Cibola High School) 
 

Saturday, April 25 th   
 BREAKFAST SOCIAL 
at  9 am at the Golden 

Corral on Alemeda. 
 

Every Wednesday at 
2:00pm NMHDARC 

Coffee At The Flying 
Star at Hwy 528 & 

Corrales Rd across 
the street from 

Sunflower Market 
 

Every Thursday at 8 
am NMHDARC 

Breakfast at The 
Flying Star at Hwy 528 
& Corrales Rd across 

the street from 
Sunflower Market 

 

Club net on Thursday 
nights at 8:00 PM on 

145.33 with 100 Hz PL.  
 

 
 

NET CONTROL 
 
�� NET CONTROL SCHEDULE 
HDARC HAS A DIRECTED NET THAT OCCURS EVERY 
THURSDAY AT 8:00PM ON 145.330 WITH 100 HZ PL. 

If you are interested in being a Net Control Operator, please 
contact Jim Hunter, KE5IPR our net control coordinator to sign up. 
We have several openings in January and February. Jim can be 
reached via e-mail at hunterabq@comcast.net , or by phone at 
505 897-2939. 

 
         The list of Net Control operators for April:  

         April 2            Kathey Meland – WB6JAN�

         April 9            Frank Warren AB5WJ�
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If you do not have the radio capabilities to be net control but would 
like to do so anyway, please contact Frank & Kennie Warren at 
fwarrensr@earthlink.net You are welcome to use their radios at 
their home and take net control. This is great practice for talking on 
the radio. Just make sure they are going to be home. Frank 
teaches a lot of courses and sometimes we’re not available. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________�

REMINDERS 

April program will be on Amateur Satellite 
Communications given by Tony Skujins KB7U! 

Amateur Radio Newsline – Monday evenings at 8:30 – 
224.480 Mhz repeater. 
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CONTESTS FOR APRIL 2009 
                        

       DATE  EVENT      INFO 

 

 6 - 7         VHF SPRING SPRINT                              www.sysadnet.com/vhfsprintrules.html                      

9         LIGHTHOUSE SPRING LITES QSO PARTY                  arlhs.com 

 11 – 12    JAPAN INTERNATIONAL DX CONTEST         jidx.org 

 11         PSK31 FLAVORS CONTEST                     www.podxs070.com 

 11 – 12     GA QSO PARTY                          gqp.contesting.com  

 18 – 19     HOLLYLAND DX CONTEST                              www.iarc.org 

      18 – 19     MICHIGAN QSO PARTY                    www.miqp.org 

 18 – 19     ONTARIO QSO PARTY                             cco.ve3xd.com/oqp 

         25 – 26     FLORIDA QSO PARTY                     www.floridaqsoparty.org 

         25 – 26      NEBRASKA QSO PARTY                                    www.hdxa.net 

 

 
OTHER NEW MEXICO AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS  

 
AMATEUR RADIO CARAVAN CLUB 

· They own and operate a repeater site on Sandia Crest in Albuquerque, NM, 
W5CSY  which has 2 meter on 145.33 Mhz, and 70cm. on 444.0 Mhz. Both 
repeaters require a 100 Hz PL tone. They meet on the second Friday of each 
month from October through May at 7:00pm at Height Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church 8600 Academy Rd. in Albuquerque. 

· The Club holds a Net each Sunday evening at 9pm local time on 145.33 and 
444.0 Mhz for purpose of holding club business, passing traffic , making 
announcements of interest to Hams and just getting to know each other. 

· Contact: Haska KC6BBP, 288-8358 
 

ALBUQUERQUE DX ASSOCIATION 
· ADXA holds their regular meeting on the last Wednesday of every month. They 

meet at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank & I-40 next to the Owl Cafe. All Hams are 
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welcome. The members start gathering about 6pm and the business/program 
starts at 7pm 

· The call sign W5UR is issued to the ABQ DX Association. The call sign honors 
one of ASXA’s founding members. 

· Website: http://www.qsl.net/adxa/index.html or Contact: Kermit KB5HA, 884-
3554 

 

ANTIQUE RADIO CLUB 
· Meets on the Second Sunday of each month at 1pm in the parking lot at the 

Anna Kaseman Hospital. 
· If interested, come join us. 

 

ALBUQUERQUE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
· The club meets at 7:30 am on the first Saturday of the month at JB’s Restaurant 

at 15 Hotel Circle. 
· Contact Michael K5ATM, 296-3455 

 

NEW MEXICO WEAK SIGNAL GROUP 
· Meets on air on various bands on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

for the promotion of and general utilization of the VHF & UHF bands. 
· Contact Bob N5XZM, 298-8478 for times & frequencies 

 

QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
· This club is made up of hams who were licensed at least 25 years ago. 

· They meet Quarterly at Shoney’s Restaurant at Louisiana & Menaul Blvd. NE at 
1pm.  Contact Warren W5UZU 298-7097 

 
 

UPPER RIO FM SOCIETY, INC. 
· The members meet quarterly at 7:30 on the second Tuesday of January, April, 

July and October at the Immanuel Presbyterian Church, 114 Carlisle SE.  
· The Upper Rio FM Society is a technical club with extensive repeater coverage 

in New Mexico and extending into Colorado and Arizona. 
· Repeaters: 146.640, 146.860, 146.900 with -67 tone, 146.940 with -100 tone, 

146.960 with -100 tone, 147.060 with +67 tone, 147.080 with +67 tone, 444.525 
with +67 tone, 449.550 with -71.9 tone, 449.800 with -67 tone, and 449.825 with 
-67 tone.          WEBSITE:   www.urfmi.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 


